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SUMMAEY  OF  VITAL  AND  MORTAL  STATISTICS 
FOR  1956  & 1957 


Area  of  Borough  (Land  and  Water) 

8,182 

acres 

1956 

1957 

Population  (Estimated) 

104,900 

104,700 

Density  (persons  per  acre) 

12.8 

12.8 

Dwelling-houses  (estimated  at  30th  June) 

27,663 

28,385 

Average  number  of  occupants  per  dwelling- 
house 

3.79 

3.69 

New  Dwelling-houses  rated  (less  houses  de- 
rated at  30th  June) 

339 

722 

Live  Births  (nett) — No.  

1,750 

1,653 

Rates 

16.68 

15.80 

Deaths  (corrected  for  non-residents) — No.  ... 

1,097 

1,209 

Rates 

10.46 

11.55 

Infant  Deaths  (corrected  for  non-residents) — 

No 

49 

58 

Rate  per  1,000  births  ... 

28.0 

35.1 

Total  Zymotic  Death-rate  (including  Tuber- 
culosis) per  1,000  per  annum 

.10 

.25 

Death-rate  for  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

Nil 

.010 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  March  ...  £1,347,776 

t£l, 256,118 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  

£5,616 

t£5,234 

Rate  for  Financial  Year — in  the  £ 

18/- 

t20/- 

t At  Slat  March.,  1958. 


5 


COUNTY  BOEOUGH  OF  NEWPORT 


Health  Department, 

Civic  Centre, 

Newport. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Tear  1957. 
It  is  made  in  accordance  with  Circular  1/1958  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  1957  Influenza  Epidemic. 

The  1957  influenza  epidemic  reached  Newport  in  September 
following  reports  of  influenza  in  flrst  Merthyr  Tydfil  and  then  Cardiff. 
National  Insurance  claims  for  the  week  ending  17th  September  (443) 
were  36%  higher  than  those  for  the  previous  week  (326).  It  was  decided 
to  ask  the  Chief  Education  Officer  if  he  would  supply  figures  of  sickness 
absence  in  a sample  number  of  Secondary,  Junior  and  Infant  schools 
and  this  he  kindly  agreed  to  do.  Figures  for  National  Insurance  claims 
and  for  percentage  sickness  absence  in  these  schools  are  shown  in  the 
table : — 


National 

Insurance  Claims 

Percentage 
Sickness  absence 

— 

All 

Schools 

r 

Secondary 

Schools 

Junior 

Schools 

Infant 

Schools 

w/e  1 0th  Sept. 

326 

17th  „ 

443 

24th  „ 

693 

w/e  27th  Sept. 

18.24 

22.09 

14.64 

14.02 

1st  Oct. 

1,054 

4th  Oct. 

17.40 

19.22 

14.96 

16.76 

8 th 

1,298 

11th  ., 

18.34 

18.87 

17.80 

19.83 

15th  „ 

1,309 

18th  „ 

17.78 

14.80 

18.19 

24.82 

22nd 

1,079 

25th  „ 

13.87 

12.97 

13.40 

25.93 

29th  „ 

881 

1st  Nov. 

10.65 

10.65 

— 

— 

5 th  Nov. 

753 

8 th  „ 

8.45 

8.80 

5.40 

13.12 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  peak  of  National  Insurance  claims  was  in 
the  week  ending  15th  October,  and  yet  the  peak  of  sickness  absence 
in  Secondary  schools  was  in  the  week  ending  27tli  September  (it  may  have 
been  earlier  but  no  earlier  figures  are  available  as  they  were  not  taken). 
As  the  epidemic  came  into  the  town  from  outside  it  is  not  possible  to 
explain  why  Secondary  school  children  should  have  been  affected  earlier 
than  adults.  The  opposite  is  what  might  have  been  expected  as  adults 
might  be  expected  to  come  into  contact  with  persons  coming  into  the 
town  to  work  more  than  Secondary  school  children  might. 

It  will  he  noted  also  that  whereas  the  peak  of  sickness  absence  in 
Secondary  schools  was  in  the  week  ending  27th  September,  the  peak  of 
sickness  absence  in  Junior  schools  was  in  the  week  ending  18th  October, 
and  the  peak  of  sickness  absence  in  Infant  schools  was  in  the  week 
ending  25th  October.  Here  again  it  is  impossible  to  understand  why 
the  peak  of  sickness  absence  in  Secondary  schools  should  have  come  so 
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far  before  the  peaks  of  sickness  absence  in  Junior  and  Infant  schools. 
The  two  latter  came  just  after  the  peak  of  National  Insurance  claims 
which  exactly  what  might  be  expected  if  parents  were  infected  at  their 
work  by  persons  coming  in  from  outside  the  town,  and  passed  the 
infection  to  their  children. 


On  both  counts,  therefore,  the  early  peak  of  incidence  in  Secondary 
school  children  is  inexplicable. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Education  Ofiicer  in  providing  the  records 
of  attendances  of  school  children  in  the  various  school  during  the  period 
of  the  epidemic. 

Smoking  and  Lung  Cancer 

Factories  and  Firms  etc.,  employing  large  groups  were  circularised 
and  supplied  with  posters  on  the  subject  of  “ Smoking  and  Cancer 
of  the  Lung,”  requesting  their  co-operation  in  displaying  the 
posters  in  Staff  Canteens  and  other  suitable  sites. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  in  co-operation  with  the  Education 
Committee,  a talk  was  given  during  the  Autumn  Term  1957  in  all 
Secondary  Schools  to  children  reaching  the  age  of  15  during  the 
school  year  and  this  talk  will  be  given  yearly. 


Graphs  were  shown  to  illustrate  the  changes  in  the  number  of 
deaths  over  the  last  ten  years  in  England  and  Wales  from  Lung 
Cancer  and  from  five  other  cancers  and  from  five  otlier  causes.  Statistical 
evidence  drawn  from  various  surveys  reported  in  the  medical  press  was 
then  presented  to  show  the  connection  between  smoking  and  Lung  Cancer. 
Similar  statistical  surveys  on  the  connection  between  smoking  and 
bronchitis  and  on  the  connection  between  smoking  and  tuberculosis 
in  middle-aged  men  were  also  quoted. 


It  had  been  feared  that  there  would  be  difficulty  in  retaining 
children’s  attention  for  the  35  minutes  required  to  give  the  talk  and 
that  they  might  have  difficulty  in  following  a talk  on  a subject 
which  was  quite  new  to  them,  but  these  fears  proved  completely 
groundless.  Attention  was  held  on  every  occasion  without  difficulty, 
and  the  many  intelligent  questions  which  followed  each  talk,  taking 
between  them  as  long  as  25  minutes  to  answer,  showed  that  the  talk 
had  been  followed. 


Similar  graphs  to  those  mentioned  above  are.  also  displayed  in 
the  Civic  Centre  Entrance  Hall  and  in  the  Public  Health  Department 
Entrance  Hall,  ffanking  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education 
Burning  Cigarette — Cancer  Poster. 

The  Department  has  two  permanent  Atmospheric  Gauge  Stations 
in  the  town,  these  having  been  sited  after  consultation  with  two  industrial 
concerns  in  respect  of  their  similar  stations.  Already,  even  after  a short 
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period,  the  information  is  proving  valuable  and  suggests  the  advisability 
of  a further  development  of  the  procedure  in  the  future.  The  details  are 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  Public  Analyst. 

I acknowledge  the  able  assistance  which  the  Staff,  professional  and 
clerical,  have  rendered  during  the  year.  I also  acknowledge  the  services 
rendered  to  the  Department  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport, 
Mon.,  under  its  Director,  Dr.  R.  D.  Gray,  the  Public  Analyst,  Dr.  G.  Y. 
James  and  the  hospital  consultants,  in  particular  Dr  T.  A.  Brand, 
consultant  Paediatrician  who  provided  the  Department  with  details 
which  enabled  “ after  care  ” to  be  carried  out  in  many  cases. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Committee  and  the 
Council  for  their  valued  assistance  during  the  year. 


AREA  OF  BOROUGH 

By  the  Newport  Corporation  Act,  1954,  which  became  operative 
1st  April,  1955,  the  area  of  the  Borough  of  Newport  was  increased  from 
7,873  acres  to  8,182  acres — an  addition  of  309  acres.  533  of  the  8,182 
acres  are  covered  by  tidal  water. 


POPULATION 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  civilian  population  of  the 
Borough  at  the  middle  of  1957  was  104,700  a decrease  of  200  compared 
with  the  figures  for  1956.  The  population  at  the  Census  carried  out  on 
the  15th  April,  1951,  was  105,285. 

Dwelling-Houses. — From  an  examination  of  the  Rating  and 
Valuation  Lists  it  was  found  that  728  new  houses  had  been  rated  during 
the  12  months  ended  30th  June,  1957,  and  6 had  been  taken  off  the  rates, 
this  gives  a nett  increase  of  722  houses.  The  total  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  in  the  Borough  on  that  date  was  calculated  to  be  28,385.  By  31st 
December  the  number  of  houses  had  increased  to  28,748. 

At  30th  June  the  average  number  of  persons  per  dwelling-house  was 
calculated  to  be  3.69,  compared  with  3.79  last  year,  and  the  density  of 
population  (t.e.,  persons  per  acre)  was  12.8  the  same  as  1956  and  1955 
as  against  13.3  in  1954,  1953,  1952  and  1951.  The  figures  for  the  various 
Wards  which  were  reconstituted  in  1956,  will  be  found  in  Table  1 at  the 
end  of  the  Report.  Central  Ward  had  the  highest  number  of  persons, 
per  dwelling-house — 4.40 ; Alexandra  Ward  came  next  with  4.15 ; Malpas 
had  the  lowest — 3.20  persons  per  house.  The  number  of  persons  per  acre 
still  varies  very  considerably  in  the  different  Wards  from  6.03  in  Liswerry 
Ward  to  42.27  in  Victoria  Ward. 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  on  31st  March,  1958,  was 
£1,256,118;  the  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  was  £5,234,  and  the 
Rate  for  the  Financial  Year,  20s.  Od.  in  the  £. 
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REGISTEEED  LIVE  BIRTHS 

1,653  births  were  registered,  giving  a birth-rate  of  15.80  per  1,000 
of  the  population  compared  with  rates  of  16.. 68  in  1956,  14.80  in  1955, 
15.61  in  1954,  16.93  in  1953,  16.85  in  1952,  17.01  in  1951,  17.39  in  1950, 
17.59  in  1949,  20.28  in  1948,  22.67  in  1947,  an  average  of  18.99  during 
the  five  years  1947-51  and  of  16.17  during  the  t^^uinquennial  period, 
1952-56.  The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  during  1957  was  16.1. 

Illegitimate  Births  Registered. — The  proportion  of  these  births 
to  the  total  live  births  in  1957  was  3.7  per  cent. — a lower  percentage 
than  the  average  of  4.2  for  the  five  years  1952-56.  The  figures  for  previous 
years  were  4.7  in  1952,  4.6  in  1953,  3.7  in  1954,  4.3  in  1955  and  3.9 
in  1956. 


STILLBIRTHS 

64  Stillbirths  were  registered,  giving  a rate  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 
tion of  .61. 

The  proportion  of  births,  belonging  to  the  Stillborn  category  was 
37.39  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still)  compared  with  the  previous  year’s 
figure  of  27.2.  The  comparative  rate  for  England  and  Wales  during 
1957  was  21.4.  During  1910-1914  the  proportion  of  still  births  per  1,000 
total  births  was  46.99;  1915-1919  it  was  40.79;  1920-1924,  40.77; 
1926-1930,  41.11;  1931-1935,  43.0;  1936-1940,  38.5;  1941-1945,  32.8; 
1946-1950,  27.4;  and  for  the  previous  five  years  it  was  27.7. 

Notified  Stillbirths. 

Of  the  57  Stillbirths  investigated,  4 occurred  in  three  twin 
pregnancies  (booked  cases). 

In  one  other  case  no  arrangements  of  any  kind  had  been  made  by 
the  mother ; another,  a breech  presentation,  was  an  emergency  booking 
also. 


In  37  cases  the  births  were  premature.  One  mother  who  had 
pneumonia  prior  to  delivery,  died  after  the  confinement. 

11  of  the  mothers  were  known  to  suffer  from  Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy. 
7 mothers  had  an  Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage — 2 of  these  had  had 
haemorrhage  in  earlier  months  of  pregnancy. 

5 other  mothers  had  had  haemorrhages  during  the  earlier  months  of 
pregnancy. 

One  mother  was  a Diabetic. 

Three  mothers  had  previous  stillbirths,  and  2 had  had  previous 
miscarriages. 

There  were  6 cases  of  difficult  labour;  cord  around  neck  in  5 cases 
and  congenital  malformations  in  8 cases. 

In  7 other  cases  the  foetus  was  macerated. 
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INFANT  MOETALITY 

58  infants  died  before  reaching  12  months  of  age,  which  is  in  the 
proportion  of  35.1  per  1,000  live  births,  compared  with  28.0  in  1956,  30.9 
in  1955,  28.8  in  1954,  31.5  in  1953,  34.4  in  1952,  and  with  30.7  and  42.9 
during  the  two  previous  quinquennial  periods,  1952-56  and  1947-51 
respectively.  In  England  and  Wales  the  rate  of  Infantile  Mortality  was 
25.1  during  1957.  The  following  Tables  shows  the  chief  causes  of  death 
and  their  variations  over  a period  of  years  locally.  The  most  unsatis- 
factory feature  continues  to  be  of  the  large  proportion  of  the  deaths  due 
to  Prematurity,  Wasting  Diseases  and  Congenital  Defects — conditions 
operating  before  birth;  but  “ Common  Infectious  Diseases,”  and 
Venereal  Diseases  disappeared  as  causes  of  death. 

Infant  Mortality  Causes  of  Death  Whole  Town 


1908- 

-1912 

1952- 

—56 

1957 

CAUSE 

%t 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Births 

%t 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Births 

No. 

%t 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Births 

Common  Infectious  Diseases 

6 6 

7 8 

0-8 

0 2 





_ 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

14-5 

17-3 

8-8 

2T 

— 

38  0 

— 

Wasting  Diseases  and  Prematurity 

28  9 

34'4 

32-5 

100 

22 

13  3 

Congenital  Defects,  Injury  at  Birth  and 
Atelectasis 

7-3 

8-7 

34  5 

10  6 

21 

36  2 

12-7 

Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 6 

2 9 

0-4 

0 1 

— 

— 

— 

Convulsions 

13  6 

16-2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

16  4 

18-3 

15-0 

4-6 

8 

13-8 

4-8 

Venereal  Diseases 

12 

1-6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

All  Other  Causes 

9 8 

11-7 

80 

2 5 

7 

12  0 

4-2 

TOTAL 

100 

118  9 

100 

30-7 

68 

100 

35T 

Inquests 

71 

8-6 

3 6 

IT 

3 

5-2 

1-8 

Uncertified  Deaths 

9 

IT 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Certified  by  Coroner  after  Post  Mortem  . . . 

6 0 

16 

5 

8 6 

3-0 

t Means  percentage  of  total  Infant  deaths. 


Age  at  Death 


For  the  purpose  of  further  analysis,  the  deaths  of  Infants  are 
classified  in  age  groups,  and  the  following  figures  are  given  for 
comparison. 


Age  Group 

Percentage  of  total 
Infant  Deaths 

Per  1 ,000 

Live  Births 

1957 

Previous 

5 -yearly 
Average 

1957 

Previous 
5 -yearly 
Average 

Under  1 month 

75.9 

66.2 

26.6 

20.3 

1 to  3 months 

13. '8 

13.4 

4.7 

4.1 

3 to  6 months 

5.2 

9.6 

1.8 

2.9 

6 to  12  months 

5.1 

10.8 

1.8 

3.^ 
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The  importance  of  Ante-Natal  supervision  and  an  efficient  obstetrical 
service  cannot  be  over  estimated  in  the  prevention  of  loss  of  life  and 
physical  disability  during  the  first  months  of  life. 

The  systematic  and  intelligent  supervision  of  expectant  mothers  by 
medical  practitioners  and  midwives  from  early  pregnancy  is  the  best 
safeguard  of  the  life  of  mother  and  child. 

Mortality  Among  Illegitimate  Children. — There  were  3 deaths 
of  Illegitimate  Infants  during  the  year,  a death  rate  of  49.2  compared 
with  an  average  death  rate  of  24.9  per  1,000  births  during  the  previous 
five  years.  In  1956  the  rate  was  73.5.  In  1955  and  1954  there  were  no 
deaths.  In  1953  the  rate  was  12.2  and  in  1953,  36.1. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  1905-1957 

It  is  not  generally  realised  how  great  has  been  the  fall  in  the  number 
of  deaths  in  children  over  the  last  fifty  years.  It  is  actually  the  case 
that  whereas  the  average  number  of  deaths  each  year  in  Newport  in 
children  under  fifteen  was  497.0  during  the  three  year  period  1905-1907, 
it  had  fallen  to  76.6  during  the  ten  year  period  1948-1957.  Detailed 
figures  are  given  in  the  table. 


Average  number  of  deaths  each  year  in  Newport  in  children  under 
fifteen  in  ten  year  periods  1905-1957 
arranged  in  age  groups 


Under 

1 week 

1 - 4 
weeks 

1 - 12 
months 

1 . 4 

years 

5 - 15 
years 

TOTAL 

1905  - 1907 

62.3 

46.3 

205.0 

131.0 

52.3 

497.0 

1908  - 1917 

56.4 

31.9 

168.3 

1 17.8 

51.0 

425.4 

1918  - 1927 

40.8 

22.5 

92.9 

84.1 

45.3 

285.6 

1928  - 1937 

41.9 

17.9 

54.0 

45.5 

30.9 

190.2 

1938  - 1947 

41.0 

18.0 

52.1 

27.5 

20.8 

159.4 

1948  - 1957 
1948-57  as  % of 

31.7 

6.2 

23.5 

8.5 

6.7 

76.6 

1905  - 07 

50.9 

13.4 

1 1.5 

6.5 

12.8 

15.4 

Much  the  largest  percentage  fall  (93.5)  has  been  among  children 
aged  1-4  years,  the  group  in  which  the  second  largest  number  of  deaths 
(131.0)  occurred  in  1905-1907,  and  in  which  the  third  smallest  (or  third 
largest)  number  (8.5)  occurred  in  1948-1957.  The  percentage  falls 
among  children  aged  1-12  months  (largest  number  [205.0]  in  1905-1907 
and  second  largest  [23.5]  in  1948-57),  children  aged  5-15  years  (second 
smallest  number  [52.3]  in  1905-1907  and  second  smallest  [6.7]  in  1948-57) 
and  children  aged  1-4  weeks  (smallest  number  [46.3]  in  1905-7  and 
smallest  [6.2]  in  1948-57)  are  all  much  about  the  same  (88.5,  87.2  and  86.6 
respectively).  Much  the  smallest  percentage  fall  (49.1)  has  been  among 
children  under  1 week,  the  group  in  which  the  third  largest  (or  third 
smallest)  number  (62.3)  occurred  in  1905-1907  and  in  which  the  largest 
number  (31.7)  occurred  in  1948-1957. 

The  factors  responsible  for  the  fall  can  be  illustrated  by  looking 
at  the  deaths  arranged  according  to  the  six  main  causes  of  death  in 
1905-1957. 
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Average  number  of  deaths  each  year  in  Newport  in  children  under 
fifteen  years  in  ten  year  periods  1905-1957 
arranged  in  causes 


UI 

O 

5 

Diarrhoea 

Dysentery 

Enteritis 

Prematurity 

Convulsions  | 

Bronchitis  | 

Pneumonia  | 

All 

Other 

Causes 

Total 

1905-  1907 

31.0 

57.3 

56.3 

37.7 

31.3 

66.0 

217.3 

497.0 

1908  - 1917 

28.8 

45.9 

51.0 

33.9 

22.9 

54.2 

188.7 

425.4 

1918  - 1927 

17.7 

18.0 

40.0 

11.5 

20.8 

40.2 

137.6 

285.6 

1928  - 1937 

10.2 

8.0 

35.9 

2.4 

6.8 

31.4 

95.5 

190.2 

1938  - 1947 

4.0 

11.7 

33.4 

0.5 

1.5 

27.2 

81.1 

159.4 

1948  - 1957 

0.5 

6.2 

19.6 

0.1 

1.0 

9.3 

39.9 

76.6 

1948-57  as  % of  1905-07 

1.6 

10.8 

34.8 

0.3 

3.2 

14.1 

18.4 

15.4 

Mucli  the  largest  percentage  falls  (99.7,  98.4  and  96.8)  have  been 
in  Convulsions,  Measles  and  Bronchitis,  which  were  the  fourth,  sixth 
and  fifth  most  important  causes  of  death  in  1905-1907  (37.7,  31.0  and 

31.3  deaths)  and  the  sixth,  fifth  and  fourth  most  important  causes  of 
death  in  1948-1957  (0.1,  0.5  and  1.0  deaths).  Then  come  the  percentage 
falls  (89.2  and  85.9)  in  Diarrhoea,  Dysentery  and  Enteritis,  and  in 
Pneumonia,  which  were  the  second  most  important  and  the  most 
important  causes  of  death  in  1905-1907  (57.3  and  66.0  deaths),  and  the 
third  and  second  most  important  causes  of  death  in  1948-1957  (6.2  and 

9.3  deaths).  Much  the  smallest  percentage  fall  (65.2)  has  been  in 
Prematurity,  which  was  the  third  most  important  cause  of  death  in 
1905-1907  (56.3  deaths)  and  the  most  important  cause  of  death  in 
1948-1957  (19.6  deaths). 

So  while  infectious  or  contagious  diseases  and  diseases  of  poor  living 
conditions  have  been  largely  overcome  by  the  combined  efforts  of  Health 
Visitors  and  Public  Health  Inspectors,  (and  there  could  be  no  better 
evidence  than  this  of  the  value  of  the  work  of  these  two  groups  of  Public 
Health  Workers)  prematurity,  which  is  outside  the  field  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  to  a considerable  extent  outside  the  field  of  the 
Health  Visitor,  is  a different  kind  of  problem.  This  cause  belongs  to 
the  field  of  the  Midwifery  services  (for  which  the  Public  Health 
Authority  and  Hospitals  are  responsible),  and  this  aspect  now  occupies 
our  concern. 


MATEEHAL  WELFARE 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition. 

Notification  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia. — There  was  1 case  notified 
during  the  year  giving  a case-rate  of  0.58  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths 
compared  with  1.83  during  the  previous  five  years. 

Deaths. — There  were  three  maternal  deaths  during  the  year,  giving 
a death  rate  of  1.74  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.48  (including  abortions). 

The  figures  given  in  the  following  table  show  the  rates  for  Newport 
over  a series  of  years  and  for  England  and  Wales  since  1952.  From  them 
it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a gradual  reduction  in  the  rates  in 
quinquennial  periods  since  1896  in  Newport’s  maternal  death-rates. 
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DEATHS  PER  1,000 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Other 

Puerperal 

Causes 

TOTAL 

PERIOD 

Newport 

England 

Yearly 
Av.  No. 

Rate 

Yearly 
Av.  No. 

Rate 

Yearly 
Av.  No. 

Rate 

Rate 

1896—1900  

3-0 

1-41 

6-8 

3T9 

9-8 

4-60 

1910—1914  

3 2 

1-36 

8-4 

3-58 

11-6 

4-95 

1922—1926  

4-4 

2T5 

4-4 

215 

8-8 

4-31 

1927—1931  

2-2 

1-31 

5-4 

3-21 

7-6 

4-52 

1932—1936  

1-8 

1-17 

2-8 

1-83 

4-6 

300 

1937—1941  

1-6 

101 

3-6 

2-27 

5-2 

3-28 

1941—1945  

1-6 

0.86* 

1-6 

0.86* 

3-2 

1.72* 

1945—1949  

1-0 

0.47* 

10 

0.47* 

2-0 

0.94* 

1950—1954  

0.6 

0.33* 

0.6 

0.33* 

1.2 

0.66* 

I Including  abortions 

Year  1952  j Excluding  abortions 

0.72* 

0 59* 

j Including  abortions 

0.76* 
0 65* 

,,  19531  Excluding  abortions 

. 







1 Including  abortions 

1 

0.59* 

1 

0.59* 

2 

1.18* 

0.69* 

,,  1954]  Excluding  abortions 

1 

0.59* 

1 

0.59* 

2 

1.18* 

0.58* 

J Including  abortions 

,,  1955  1 Excluding  abortions 

— 

— 

1 

0.63* 

1 

0.63* 

0.64* 

— 

— 

1 

0.63* 

1 

0.63* 

0.54* 

J Including  abortions 

,,  1956  1 Excluding  abortions 

— 

— 

— 

0.56* 

1 

0.56* 

0.56* 

— 

— 

— 

0.56* 

1 

0.56* 

0.46* 

j Including  abortions 

2 

1.16* 

1 

0.58* 

3 

0.47* 

0.48* 

,,  1957 1 Excluding  abortions 

2 

1.16* 

1 

0.58* 

3 

0.35* 

0.38* 

*Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 


Ante-Natal  Hygiene 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  this  subject  is  receiving  greater 
attention  by  expectant  mothers  and  midwives.  1,729  or  89.0  per  cent, 
of  the  expectant  mothers  were  under  the  observation  of  the  staff;  this 
figure  is  below  the  percentage  for  1956  which  was  93.3  per  cent. 


The  attendances  of  expectant  mothers  at  the  Clinic  was  8,421.  317 
visits  by  Health  Visitors  were  paid  to  Expectant  mothers  at  their  homes. 
The  work  at  the  Centres  consists  of  medical  advice  and  instruction  in 
infant  hygiene  generally.  Every  opportunity  is  taken  to  have  personal 
talks  with  mothers  on  health  matters. 


Ante-natal  work  continues  to  increase  and  the  pressure  on  the  staff  is 
heavy.  Nevertheless  the  attendance  of  these  mothers  at  the  Clinics  must 
be  persistently  encouraged  by  all  available  means. 
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Registeeed  Births  in  Institutions 

Several  complicated  labour  cases  were  admitted  into  the  Royal  Gwent 
Hospital  for  special  treatment.  14  birtbs,  including  1 stillbirth  (4  non- 
residents) were  registered  there.  At  St.  Woolos  Hospital  1,070  births 
were  registered,  of  which  47  were  stillbirths ; all  except  317  were  residents 
of  the  Borough.  This  makes  a total  of  1,084  registered  births  at  Public 
Institutions. 

There  were  2 registered  Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes  in  the  town, 
at  which  confinements  took  place  during  the  year,  in  addition  to  two 
registered  for  medical  and  surgical  cases.  98  births  were  registered  in 
the  former,  49  were  non-residents. 

In  all,  1,182  births  at  Public  and  Private  Institutions  were 
registered,  or  60.2  per  cent,  of  the  total  births. 

Fees  Paid  by  L.A.  to  Doctors  “ Called  In  ” by  Midwives 

The  fees  paid  to  Doctors  called  in  by  Midwives  in  cases  of  emergency 
amounted  (in  1957)  to  £27  19s.  Od.  for  20  patients;  the  cost  in  1956  was 
£18  15s.  Od. 

Work  of  the  Health  Visitors 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  to  homes  paid  by  the  Health 
Visitors  during  the  year  : — 


Mothers. 

Children.  I 

Visits  and 
Re-visits 

Visits  and 
Re-visits 

1956 

1 1957 

1956 

1957 

To— 

To— 

Expectant  Mothers 

477 

317 

Infants  ... 

7,306 

6,240 

Other  Mothers 

294 

216 

Children  1—5  years 

12,268 

10,996 

T otal 

771 

533 

Total 

19,574 

17,236 

1956  1957 

Total  Visits,  including  Re-Visits  ...  20,345  ...  17,769 

In  addition  1,511  attempted  visits  were  made. 

The  primary  and  most  effective  part  of  the  work  of  Health  Visitors 
is  undoubtedly  home  visiting.  Apart  from  the  good  which  is  done  by 
means  of  personal  advice  and  help  “in  situ,”  home  visiting  serves  a 
valuable  purpose  in  obtaining  knowledge  of  many  cases  of  pregnancy  that 
would  not  otherwise  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Department  until  too 
late  to  be  helped,  and  in  providing  the  cases  for  clinic  and  centres.  Both 
the  latter  depend  mainly  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitor  in  the  homes 
for  their  “ material.” 
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Close  correlation  between  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors,  the  Home 
Help  Service  and  the  Home  Nurses  is  maintained  in  After-Care. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Health  Visitors  is  also  enlisted  in  connection 
with  the  Nursery  Schools  under  the  control  of  the  Education  Authority. 

Childken  One  to  Five  Years  of  Age 

G073  of  such  children  received  attention  at  the  Clinic  and  Centres. 
The  total  attendances  recorded  were  8,902.  12,499  Home  Visits  including 
attempted  visits  were  also  paid  to  them. 

The  total  medical  attendances  of  mothers  and  children  under  five 
years  at  the  Clinic  and  Centres,  including  Orthopaedic  and  Auxiliary 
Clinics,  were  26,809,  compared  with  28,993  in  1956,  28,215  in  1955, 
29,139  in  1954,  30,652  in  1953,  33,108  in  1952  and  33,061  in  1951. 

Infant  Feeding 

95.2  per  cent,  of  the  newly-born  infants  were  visited  during  1957. 
The  results  of  the  usual  enquiries  in  respect  of  methods  of  feeding 


during  the  first  weeks  of  life  were  as  follows;  — 

Average 
previous 
1957  5 years 

per  cent,  per  cent. 

Breast  Milk  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51.2  62.3 

Breast  Milk  plus  Artificial  Food  or  Cow’s  Milk  7.2  5.5 


Total  Wholly  or  partly  Breast-fed  ...  ...  58.4  67.8 


Artificial  Food  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  41.2  31.7 

Too  weak  to  take  nourishment  ...  ...  ...  0.4  0.42 


The  proportion  of  babies  who  received  breast  milk  only  shows  a 
decrease  on  the  previous  five  years.  28.1  per  cent,  of  the  babies  were  fed 
on  cow’s  milk — 27.9  per  cent,  receiving  it  in  its  dried  form. 

Enquiries  were  made  in  reference  to  55  deaths  under  six  months  of 
age.  In  18,  or  32.7  per  cent.,  of  the  deaths  the  infants  were  too  feeble  to 
take  proper  nourishment;  in  25  of  the  deaths  the  mode  of  feeding  could 
not  be  ascertained. 

3 of  the  55  infants  were  stated  to  have  been  wholly  breast-fed,  and 
8 wholly  fed  on  foods  other  than  mother’s  milk. 

The  analysis  of  enquiries  at  the  end  of  six  months  in  reference  to 
1,628  infants  showed  that  1.1  per  cent,  of  them  were  still  entirely  breast- 
fed, compared  with  4.3  last  year.  The  proportion  of  children  who  are 
breast-fed  at  six  months  of  age  is  much  lower  than  it  used  to  be.  In  1916 
it  was  72.2  per  cent. ; in  1926,  61.2  per  cent. ; in  1936,  53.7  per  cent.,  and 
during  the  five  years  1952-56  the  annual  average  was  6.8  per  cent. 

Inflamed  Eyes  of  Newborn 

3 cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  during  the  year,  or 
1.81  per  1,000  registered  live  births  compared  with  an  annual  average  of 
0.59  per  1,000  births  during  the  previous  five  years. 

38  other  cases  of  inflamed  eyes,  all  of  which  were  of  a mild  form, 
were  discovered  or  reported  and  enquired  into.  All  the  cases  were 
followed  up  until  the  termination  of  the  condition. 

31  of  these  cases  were  treated  by  their  own  doctors,  2 at  Hospitals 
and  Clinics  and  5 very  slight  cases  got  well  without  medical  treatment. 
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MIDWIYES  REPOET 

At  tlie  beginning  of  tbe  year  there  were  33  Midwives  on  the 
Register.  During  tbe  year  7 left  the  town,  10  new  names  were  added, 
so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  36  Midwives  on  the  Register. 
Two  Maternity  Nurses  were  registered  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  births,  including  abortions,  attended  by  Domiciliary 
Midwives  was  771.  In  149  of  these  cases,  medical  practitioners  had  been 
engaged  prior  to  the  confinement,  and  in  191  other  cases  medical  aid 
was  called  in  for  the  mother.  (These  figures  do  not  include  the  births 
which  took  place  at  St.  Woolos  Hospital  and  the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital). 

The  Grange  Maternity  Home  was  responsible  for  86  cases. 

12  Municipal  Midwives  attended  723  cases  (592  midwifery  and  131 
maternity  cases).  They  also  paid  2,791  visits  to  642  cases  delivered  in 
hospital.  Those  extra  duties  add  considerably  to  the  work  done  by  the 
Municipal  Midwives. 

All  the  Municipal  Midwives  are  trained  in  the  administration  of 
Gas  and  Air  Analgesia,  and  facilities  are  provided  for  the  transport  of 
the  apparatus.  Pethidine  is  also  used  by  the  Midwives  in  their  practice, 
and  was  given  in  468  cases. 

Two  Independent  Midwives  attended  47  cases. 

Of  the  36  Midwives  practising  at  the  end  of  the  year  all  held  the 
C.M.B.  Certificate  and  34  were  also  State  Registered  Nurses,  and  31 
were  qualified  to  give  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

Four  Municipal  Midwives  attended  Post  Graduate  Courses. 

Two  Municipal  Midwives  attended  99  and  91  cases  respectively ; 
four  between  60  and  70  cases  and  six  under  40  cases. 

Notification  of  Stillbirths 

21  cases  of  stillbirth  occurred  in  the  Midwives’  practice.  According 
to  their  records  the  causes  of  stillbirth  were  as  follows  : — 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Abnormal  Labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Maceration  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cause  unknown  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


The  records  of  having  sent  for  medical  aid  received  from  the 
midwives  were  as  follows  : — 


For  the  Mothers 

...  198 

Individuals 

...  191 

During  Pregnancy 

...  28 

During  Labour 

...  112 

During  Puerperium 

...  58 

For  the  Child 

...  159 

Individuals 

...  153 

Infection  in  the  Midwives’ 

Practice 

In  Practice 

In  Home 

Pyrexia 

...  15 

Chicken  Pox 

2 

Measles 

3 

Sore  Throat 

...  1 

16 


Adequate  precautions  to  prevent  spread  of  infection  were  taken  in 
each  case. 

The  majority  of  mothers  now  book  the  services  of  their  midwife 
during  the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  thus  ensuring  adequate  care  and 
advice  during  pregnancy  as  well  as  at  the  confinement  itself. 

There  are  still,  unfortunately,  some  mothers  who  make  no  arrange- 
ments until  the  confinement  is  imminent,  and  some  of  these  are  the  very 
cases  badly  needing  earlier  medical  and  nursing  care. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  MEDICAL  OFFICER,  MATERNITY 
AND  CHILD  WELFARE,  DR.  ANDREWINA  LAIRD. 

The  facilities  provided  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Scheme  were  those  in  existence  in  1956. 

Mothers  are  encouraged  to  attend  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  where 
advice  is  given  in  the  feeding  and  general  care  of  infants  and  toddlers. 

At  the  medical  inspections  any  deviation  from  normal  health  may 
be  seen,  and  steps  taken  to  ensure  that  the  necessary  treatment  is 
obtained.  Where  there  are  any  behaviour  problems,  help  can  be  given 
in  their  adjustment. 

The  importance  of  immunisation  and  vaccination  is  also  explained 
and  advised. 

The  health  of  the  children  is  generally  good.  The  supply  of  cheaper 
milk,  the  family  allowances  and  higher  wages  have  contributed  to  this, 
but  much  is  also  due  to  the  care  of  the  mothers  and  the  interest  displayed 
by  both  parents  in  the  welfare  of  their  children. 

Apart  from  her  routine  duties,  the  Health  Visitor  now  works  in 
co-operation  with  the  Paediatrician  Specialist  at  the  Hospital,  carrying 
out  special  visits  to  the  houses  of  children  admitted  into  and  discharged 
from  the  Hospital,  to  ensure  that  the  advice  which  has  been  given  at  the 
Hospital  has  been  followed  in  the  home  and  to  endeavour  to  assist  the 
mother  so  that  the  re-admission  of  many  of  the  children  to  Hospital  can 
be  avoided. 

The  Health  Visitor  is  also  in  contact  with  the  special  Diabetic 
Clinic,  following  up  and  guiding  the  patients  attending  that  Clinic,  and 
she  also  makes  special  visits  to  the  needy  and  ailing  aged  patients. 

In  her  course  of  visiting  the  Health  Visitor  advises  on  precautions 
which  can  be  taken  to  avoid  accidents  in  the  home — accidents  which  are 
still  too  frequent,  and  many  of  which  could  be  avoided. 

The  Ante  Natal  Clinics  at  the  Alway  and  Gaer  Estates  have  been 
appreciated  by  the  mothers  in  those  areas. 

The  demand  for  hospital  delivery  does  not  decrease  amongst  the 
mothers.  To  many  it  appears  more  convenient  and  less  expensive  than 
a home  delivery. 
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At  tlie  present  time  it  is  impossible  to  concur  with  all  tbe  requests, 
as  tbe  number  of  hospital  beds  is  limited,  and  only  those  who  for  medical 
reasons  or  inadequate  housing  conditions  are  deemed  to  be  requiring 
hospital  provision,  are  admitted. 

Beds  are  provided  at  St.  Woolos  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of 
complicated  cases  of  pregnancy  and  for  maternity  cases. 

Of  the  mothers  attending  the  Ante  Natal  Clinics  758  were  booked 
for  confinements  in  hospital.  (694  St.  Woolos;  42  Lydia  Beynon 
Hospital,  4 Royal  Gwent  Hospital  and  18  County  Hospital). 

50  mothers  were  admitted  during  pregnancy,  of  these  26  were 
confined  while  under  treatment,  and  23  were  re-admitted  for  delivery. 

The  total  births  at  St.  Woolos  Hospital  were  1,070  (including  live 
and  stillbirths) : this  figure  includes  317  non-residents. 

The  Home  Help  Service  have  done  much  to  help  mothers  who  have 
been  confined  at  home,  and  has  also  cared  for  the  homes  and  children 
of  mothers  who  have  been  confined  in  hospital. 

Nursing  Homes  (Section  187-195,  Public  Health  Act,  1936). 

There  were  two  Nursing  Homes,  and  two  Maternity  Homes.  These 
Homes  are  inspected  regularly. 

The  Rest  (Seaside)  Convalescent  Home,  Porthcawl 

Two  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Home  during  the  year,  and  ap- 
preciated the  benefit  they  received  from  their  sojourn  there. 

THE  CLINIC 

Ante-Natal  Clinics — New  Mothers  During  1957. 


Affections  Mothers 

Healthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  439 

Skin  affections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Varicose  veins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Anaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Dental  Caries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

Debility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Respiratory  affections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Nervous  affections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Heart  affections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Gastro  Intestinal  affections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Small  Pelvis — History  of  Difficult  Labours  ...  ...  116 

Goitre  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Abnormal  Presentations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Gynaecological  affections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Hernia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Antibodies  in  Mothers’  Blood  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Threatened  miscarriage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Ante  Partum  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


1,260 
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Of  this  total  of  1,260,  242  attended  Alway  Ante  Natal  Clinic,  79  the 
Gaer  Ante  Natal  Clinic  and  939  at  27  Clytha  Park  Road. 

2 Post-Natal  cases  attended. 

In  addition,  467  old  mothers  attended — includinj^  76  at  Alway;  and 
16  at  Gaer  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

25  mothers  from  the  Ante  Natal  Clinic  were  referred  for  examination 
to  Dr.  Glyn  Morgan  the  Obstetric  Consultant  to  the  Clinic. 

By  arrangement  with  Dr.  Jackson  the  Chest  Physician,  all  mothers 
attending  the  Ante  Natal  Clinics  (except  those  who  are  under  the  care  of 
the  Chest  Clinic)  are  asked  to  attend  for  an  X-ray  examination  of  the 
chest.  Of  the  1,130  asked  to  attend,  826  attended. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

The  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  crippled  children  is  administered 
by  the  Health  Committee  for  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  and  provides 
for  the  treatment  of  all  school  children  as  well  as  for  children  under  5 
years  of  age. 

Three  medical  sessions  are  held  weekly  at  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinic.  Mr.  Parker,  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  Prince  of  Wales 
Hospital,  Cardiff,  attends  periodically  at  the  Clinic  to  examine  new  cases, 
and  to  review  the  after-care  of  old  cases.  Urgent  cases  are  seen  at  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Hospital,  Cardiff,  where  all  necessary  X-ray  examin- 
ations are  made. 

Operative  and  conservative  treatment  is  carried  out  at  Rhydlafar 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  and  at  Crossways  Convalescent  Home. 

There  are  5 sessions  weekly  for  Physiotherapy. 

All  appliances  are  provided  by  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital,  where 
special  boots  are  obtained  also,  as  are  special  alterations  to  shoes.  Many 
alterations  are  also  carried  out  locally  by  one  of  the  firms  under  contract 
with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

During  the  year,  Mr.  Parker  held  three  sessions  at  the  Clinic  in 
Newport. 

Patients  Who  Received  Operative  Treatment  Dering  The  Year 

Children  under  5 years  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

School  Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Surgical  appliances  were  supplied  in  6 cases. 

Plasters  were  applied  at  the  Clinic  in  31  cases. 

Many  of  the  cases  under  review  for  the  first  time  during  1957  were 
suffering  from  minor  disabilities,  and  some  of  these  conditions  were 
induced  or  aggravated  by  ill-fitting  shoes.  Many  mothers  complained 
of  the  difficulty  in  finding  shoes  of  suitable  sizes  in  the  shops.  A few 
children  were  found  to  be  wearing  shoes  they,  had  outgrown,  while  others 
wore  shoes  too  small. 

The  patience  and  care  taken  by  the  parents  of  some  of  the  more 
badly  crippled  children  has  done  much  to  facilitate  the  improvement 
in  tbe  childrens’  condition,  and  their  co-operation  has  helped  in  the 
treatment  given  at  the  Clinic. 
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Classification  of  New  Cases 


Maternity  and  Child  W el  fare 


Cases. 

Metatarsus  Yarus  ...  ...  39 

Calcaneo  Yalgus  ...  ...  29 

Flat  Feet  ...  ...  ...  23 

Knock  Knees  ...  ...  41 

Congenital  Dislocation  of 

Hip  1 

Torticollis  ...  ...  23 

Cerebral  Palsy  ...  ...  6 

Hammer  Toes  ...  ...  4 

Spinal  Curvature  (Postural)  5 
Anterior  Poliomyelitis  ...  1 
Talipes  ...  ...  ...  9 

Bow  Legs  ...  ...  ...  12 

Other  conditions  ...  ...  6 

Nothing  abnormal  found  ...  21 
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Total  Attendances 


Infants 
Children 
School  Children 


School  Children 

Calcaneo  Yalgus  ...  ...  57 

Spinal  Curvature  ...  ...  12 

Flat  Fleet  ...  ...  ...  50 

Pes  Cavus  ...  ...  ...  26 

Knock  Knees  ...  ...  43 

Metatarsus  Yarus  ...  ...  7 

Hammer  Toes  ...  ...  15 

Torticollis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Synovitis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hemiplegia  (Spastic)  ...  2 

Old  Congenital  Dislocation 
of  Hip  ...  ...  ...  1 

Perthes  Divsease  ...  ...  1 

Schlatter’s  Disease  ...  ...  1 

Injuries  ...  ...  ...  8 

Hallux  Yalgus  ...  ...  4 

Apophysitis  Os  Calcis  ...  14 

For  Breathing  exercises  ...  4 

Stepping  Epiphysis  of  Hip  1 

Other  conditions  ...  ...  9 

Nothing  abnormal  found  ...  5 


264 

Medical 

Physio- 

Sessions 

therapy 

324  ... 

107 

920  ... 

396 

1,629  ... 

1,080 

2,873 

1,583 

The  number  of  new  cases  seen  was  484  compared  with  490  in  1956. 


Aural  and  Ophthalmic  Treatment 

Mr.  Sutton  is  in  charge  of  the  Aural  Clinic  provided  for  all  children 
up  to  16  years  of  age;  he  saw  7 cases  under  five  years  of  age. 

12  cases  were  operated  on  for  tonsils  and  adenoids,  the  operations 
taking  place  at  St.  Woolos  Hospital. 

Mr.  Robertson,  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Eye  Clinic 
for  all  children  up  to  16  years  of  age,  saw  64  cases  and  retested  42. 

Dental  Tre.^tment 

A priority  Dental  Scheme  for  the  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  for  children  under  5 3mars  of  age  is  combined  with  the 
School  Dental  Service. 

The  promptness  of  the  treatment  given  has  prevented  much  suffering 
and  has  been  appreciated  by  the  parents  of  the  children,  and  by  the 
mothers  when  they  have  been  patients  themselves. 
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Summary  of  Attendances 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  attendances  at  the  various 
Clinics : — 


Ante  Natal  Clinics 

(Clytha  6,566;  Alway  1,350;  Gaer  503) 
Sunlight  Clinic 
Orthopaedic  Clinic 
Massage  Clinic 
Auxiliary  Clinic 
Children  1 — 5 re  eyes 
Children  1 — 5 re  dental 


8,419 

1,370 

2,873 

1,583 

1,106 

222 
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THE  CENTRES 

There  were  two  sessions  weekly  at  Alexandra,  Beechwood,  Central, 
Lliswerry.  Caerau,  Gaer  and  Alway  Centres.  Three  sessions  weekly  at 
Maindee  and  one  session  weekly  at  Maesglas,  Malpas  and  Crindau 
Centres, 


Total  Number  of  Patients  on  Centre  Registers  at  End  of  Year 


Infants 

Mothers  0-1  year 

2,827  ...  1,096 

Number  of  New  Patients 
Infants 

Mothers  0-1  year 

1,072  ...  1,361 


Children 

1-2  years  2-5  years  Total 

1,202  ...  1,358  ....  6,483 


Children 

1-2  years  2-5  years  Total 

30  ...  163  ...  2,626 


Medical  Examinations  at  the  Centres 


Infants 

Mothers  0-1  year 

2,277  ...  9,242 


Children 

1-2  years  2-5  years 

1,485  ...  1,278 


Total  Attendances  at  the  Centres 

Infants  Children 

Mothers  0-1  year  1-2  years  2-5  years 

27,026  ...  22,688  ...  4,002  ...  2,395 


Total 

14,282 


Total 

56,111 


The  attendances  at  the  Centres  have  increased  during  the  year, 
being  56,111  in  comparison  with  54,610  in  1956  and  47,395  in  1955. 

At  the  Centres  the  Fireguard  and  Playpen  Clubs  are  still  continued 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Voluntary  Committee,  and  are  of  much  value 
to  the  mothers  who  take  advantages  of  them. 

To  the  members  of  the  Voluntary  Committee  we  are  much  indebted 
for  the  interest  which  they  take  in  the  welfare  of  the  mothers  and 
children. 


To  all  the  members  of  the  staff  I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of 
their  help  at  all  times.  To  their  enthusiasm,  co-operation  and  kindly 
interest  so  much  of  the  success  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work 
in  due. 
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ULTEA  YIOLET  EAY  CLINIC 


During  1957  treatment  was  given  twice  weekly  on  Mondays  and 
Fridays — both,  mornings  and  afternoons. 

162  sessions  were  held. 

Cases  were  referred  to  the  Clinic  from  the  Welfare  Centres,  the 
Orthopaedic  Clinic  and,  in  a few  instances,  by  General  Practitioners. 


No.  of  Individuals 

No.  of 
Attendances 

19  School  Children 

356 

77  Pre-School  Children  (1 — 5 years) 

927 

5 Infants 

50 

2 Mothers 

37 

103 

1,370 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Section 

2 expectant  mothers  suffering  from  Fibrositis  were  unable  to  com- 
plete the  Course. 

82  children  under  5 years  of  age  (including  5 infants)  made  977 
attendances. 


AUXILIARY  CLINIC 

Dr.  Gwyneth  Daniel  reports  that  during  the  year  147  new  cases 
attended  at  the  Clinic.  Of  these  136  were  expectant  mothers,  6 were 
non-expectant  mothers  and  5 were  children  under  5 years  of  age. 

Two  expectant  mothers  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  syphilis 
and  one  child  had  gonorrheal  infection. 

Conditions  for  whch  treated  : 


Cervical  Frosion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Leucorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Cervicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Fndocervicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pruritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Vulvo-vaginitis  (children)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Gonorrhoeal  Vulvo-vaginitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Torn  cervix  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Mucous  polyp  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cystocele  and  rectocele  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nil  abnormal  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


147 


Total  attendances,  1,106.  Sessions,  100. 

The  majority  of  cases  seen  at  Auxiliary  Clinic  are  referred  by  the 
Medical  Officers  from  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics;  in  all  cases  blood  tests 
for  Syphilis  are  taken.  The  children  under  5 years  of  age  are  usually 
referred  from  the  the  Child  Welfare  Centres. 
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The  most  common  condition  found  is  that  of  Cervical  Erosion,  and 
these  patients  are  asked  to  return  after  confinement  for  further  treatment. 


Comparison  of  attendances  for  five  previous  years : — 


Year 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Non- Venereal 

Total 

1952  ... 

...  229 

— 

982  ... 

1,211 

1953  ... 

...  128 

— 

848  ... 

976 

1954  ... 

...  122 

— 

891  ... 

1,013 

1955  ... 

77 

— 

857  ... 

934 

1956  ... 

57 

— 

895  ... 

952 

1957  . . . 

...  109 

8 .. 

989  ... 

1,106 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  ACT,  1946 


Health  of  Cfiildren  (Section  28). 

The  policy  adopted  during  the  year  in  the  matter  of  the  prevention 
of  the  break-up  of  families  has  been  a series  of  consultations  of  Chief 
Officers  concerned  convened  by  the  Town  Clerk.  As  a result,  the  Depart- 
ment has  provided  for  certain  families  assistance  and  advice  by  the 
Health  Visitor  and  by  the  Home  Help  Service  in  conjunction  or  separately 
to  families,  as  the  agreed  opinion  of  these  meetings.  One  is  happy  to 
report  that  there  are  instances  of  successful  prevention  of  the  break-up 
of  a family. 

Co-ordinating  Panel  for  Problem  Families 

This  Panel  was  formed  in  March,  1957,  for  the  purpose  of  “discussing 
the  solving  of  the  problems  of  ‘ problem  families,’  and  to  decide  on  the 
methods  to  be  adopted  in  each  case.’’  It  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Healtli  as  its  chairman,  together  with  various  other  local  authority 
and  voluntary  officials  dealing  in  social  work. 

During  its  first  year  of  existence,  42  families  were  discussed,  14 
of  tliem  being  helped  continually. 

4 families  were  rehoused  by  the  Housing  Manager. 

The  Corporation  granted  a mortgage  to  enable  1 family  to  buy  the 
house  in  which  they  were  living. 

4 grants  were  made  to  enable  clothing  to  be  bought  for  children  : — 
(a)  1 from  the  Education  Committee,  in  respect  of  school 

children. 

(h)  8 from  the  Infant  Welfare  Voluntary  Committee,  in  respect 

of  children  under  school  age. 

7 families  received  full-time  free  home  help,  5 of  which  are  still 
receiving  such  help.  In  the  case  of  2 of  these  families  overtime  is 
involved. 
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LOCAL  HEALTH  SEEVICES— PAET  I 


RETURN  RELATING  TO  SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  OR  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE 
COUNCIL  AS  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  AND  OF  THE  WORK  DONE 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1957. 

1.  BIRTHS 

Actual  number  of  birtbs  in  the  Authority’s  area  during  tbe  year  as 
notified  under  Section  203  of  tbe  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  or  Section  255 
of  tbe  Public  Health  (London)  Act,  1936,  and  tbe  number  as  adjusted  by 
any  notifications  transferred  in  or  out  of  tbe  area : — 

(a)  Live  Births  : — 

(i)  Domiciliary — Actual  735,  Adjusted  733. 

(ii)  Institutional — Actual  1,133,  Adjusted  899. 

(b)  Stillbirths  : — 

(i)  Domiciliary — Actual  24,  Adjusted  24. 

{ii)  Institutional — Actual  49,  Adjusted  41. 

(c)  Totals  ; — 

{i)  Domiciliary — Actual  759,  Adjusted  757. 

{ii)  Institutional — Actual  1,182,  Adjusted  940. 


2.  ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS 


o o 

O 

No.  of  Women 
in  Attendance 

Qfi 

C 

(1) 

^ Number  of  clinics  provided  at  end 
year  (whether  Child  Welfare  Centres 
other  premises). 

Number  of  sessions  now  held  | 
— month  at  clinics  included  in  col.  (2). 

Number  of  women  who  attended 
— during  the  year. 

Number  of  new  cases  included 
- in  col.  (4). 

Total  number  of  attendances  duri 
— the  year. 

LOCAL  HEALTH 

AUTHORITY  CLINICS: 

Ante-natal  Clinics  ... 

Post-natal  Clinics  ... 

3 

Medical 

Officers 

Sessions 

43 

Midwives 

Sessions* 

1,729 

2t 

[2] 

1,262 

2t 

[2] 

Medical 

Officers 

Sessions 

8,421 

2t 

[2, 

Midwives 

Sessions* 

CLINICS  PROVIDED 

BY  VOLUNTARY 
ORGANISATIONS: 

Ante-natal  Clinics  ... 

Post-hatal  Clinics  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

NOTES  • "Where  no  medical  officer  is  present. 

tWomen  examined  post-natally  at  ante-natal  clinics  are  included  in  the  post- 
natal (not  ante-natal)  figures  and  also  shown  separately  in  the  brackets. 
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3 CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 


Centres 

provided 

by; 

(1) 

1 

^ Number  of  centres  provided  at  end  of 
year. 

^ Number  of  Child  Welfare  sessions  now 
“ held  per  month  at  centres  in  col.  (2). 

I Number  of  children  who  first  attended  a 

^ centre  of  this  Local  Health  Authority 
— during  the  year,  and  who  at  their  first 
attendance  were  under  1 year  of  age. 

Number  of  children 
who  attended  during 
the  year  and  who 
were  born  in  : 

2 Total  Number  of  children  who  attended 

— during  the  year. 

Number  of  attendances 
during  the  year  made 
by  children  who  at  the 
date  of  attendance  were : 

Total  Attendances  during  the  year. 

1957 

(5) 

1956 

(6) 

1955-52 

(7) 

Under 

1 year 

(9) 

1 but 
under 

2 

(10) 

2 but 
under 

5 

(11) 

(a)  L.H.A. 

11 

1 

1 

80  1 1534 

i 

1 

1096 

1202 

1358 

3656 

22688 

4002 

2395 

29085 

(b)  Vol. 

1 

Org. 

~ i “ 

1 

List  showing  the  Names  and  Addresses  of  the  Centres  in  Column  (2) 


Name  of  Centre 

Address 

Sessions 

Morning 

Afternoon 

CRINDAU 

Crindau  Gospel  Hall,  Malpas  Road. 

— 

Thursday 

CENTRAL 

Wrenford  Memorial  Hall, 

Commercial  Street. 

Wednesday 

Wednesday 

ALEXANDRA 

Alexandra  Road  Baptist  Schoolroom, 
Alexandra  Road. 

Wednesday 

Wednesday 

LLISWERRY 

Corporation  Road  Baptist  Church. 

Tuesday 

Tuesday 

MAINDEE 

Caerleon  Road  Presbyterian  Schoolroom. 

Thursday 

Thursday 

BEECHWOOD 

Beechwood  Presbyterian  Church  Hall, 
Kenilworth  Road. 

Monday 

Friday 

Monday 

CAERAU 

Maternity  & Child  Welfare  Clinic, 

27  Clytha  Park  Road. 

Monday 

Monday 

MALPAS 

Malpas  War  Memorial  Institute. 

— 

Tuesday 

MAESGLAS 

St.  Thomas’  Church,  Maesglas. 

Friday 

— 

ALWAY 

Aberthaw  Road. 

Thursday 

Thursday 

GAER 

Gaer  Road. 

Tuesday 

Tuesday 
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4.  DENTAL  CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS 
AND  CHILDREN  UNDER  SCHOOL  AGE 

(o)  Number  of  Officers  employed  at  end  of  year  on  a salary  basis 
in  terms  of  wbole-time  officers  to  the  maternity  and  child 
welfare  service : — 

(1)  Senior  Dental  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Dental  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(6)  Number  of  Officers  employed  at  end  of  year  on  a sessional 
basis  in  terms  of  whole-time  officers  to  the  maternity  and 
child  welfare  service  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...3/11 

(c)  Number  of  dental  clinics  in  operation  at  end  of  year  ...  1 

(d)  Total  number  of  sessions  (i.e.  equivalent  complete  half  days) 

devoted  to  maternity  and  child  welfare  patients  during  the 
year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 

(e)  Number  of  dental  technicians  employed  in  the  Local  Health 

Authority’s  own  laboratories  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  Nil 


Dental  Treatment  Return 


(a)  Numbers  provided  with  Dental  Care  : — 


Examined 

Needing  Treatment 

Treated 

Made  Dentally  Fit 

Expectant  and 

Nursing 

Mothers 

324 

314 

312 

72 

Children  under 
Five  years  . . . 

282 

282 

282 
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(6)  Forms  of  Dental  Treatment  provided  : — 


Scalings  and 

Gum  Treatment 

Fillings 

Silver  Nitrate 
Treatment 

Crowns 
or  Inlays 

Extractions 

General 

Anaesthetics 

Provided 

Dentures 

Radiographs  1 

Full  Upper 
or  Lower 

Partial  Upper 
or  Lower 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  ... 

39 

108 

1 

4 

902 

197 

69 

20 

28 

Children  under  Five 

2 

15 

- 

- 

669 

363 

- 

- 

- 
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The  following  is  the  Report  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Clarkson,  Principal  School 
Dental  Officer  : — 

In  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957  on  the  Dental 
Service  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  children  under  5 years 
of  age — the  figures  for  the  year  are  to  be  seen  in  the  above  tables. 

In  reviewing  the  year’s  work,  the  overall  factor  continues  to  be  the 
shortage  of  staff  and  with  little  hope  of  early  recruitments. 

Thoughout  the  last  ten  years  the  School  Dental  Officer  has  had  thrust 
upon  him  more  and  more  patients  including  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
patients,  despite  the  fact  that  the  number  of  school  children  were  already 
more  than  he  could  cope  with.  The  result  of  this  is  that,  today  both  the 
children  and  the  mothers  are  only  receiving  an  emergency  treatment 
which  dentally  gives  no  one  any  benefit  for  the  future. 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

During  the  year  324  mothers  attended  for  dental  examination,  a 
re  luction  of  71  on  the  previous  year. 

Of  the  324  examined  314  or  96.9%  were  found  to  be  in  need  of 
treatment. 

A total  of  636  attendances  were  made  by  the  314  mothers  for  dental 
treatment.  The  actual  number  of  mothers  having  treatment  completed 
during  the  year  was  only  72.  This  is  a very  low  figure  and  would  indicate 
that  many  mothers  prefer  just  to  have  the  aching  teeth  removed  and  to 
leave  other  forms  oi  treatment  for  a future  occasion,  not  a very  satis- 
factory state  of  affairs. 

The  number  of  fillings  inserted  although  only  108  shows  a welcome 
increase  of  48  on  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  teeth  extracted  was  902,  which  is  an  increase  of  270 
on  the  year  1956.  This  is  an  indication  of  how  clinic  facilities  are  used, 
with  a preference  for  extraction  of  teeth  with  the  possibility  of  the 
insertion  of  dentures  at  a later  date  rather  than  the  conservation  of  teeth. 

The  number  of  artificial  dentures  inserted  was  89 — 69  full  and  20 
part  dentures,  an  increase  of  29  dentures  on  the  previous  year. 

As  formerly,  an  arrangement  exists  with  a local  firm  of  dental 
technicians  to  do  the  necessary  workshop  jiart  for  the  supply  of  dentures. 

X-Ray  facilities  are  now  provided  at  the  Dental  Clinic,  which  is  a 
great  help  in  aiding  diagnosis,  and  so  convenient  for  the  patient,  instead 
of  having  to  attend  the  hospital  as  was  done  in  former  years,  28  patients 
had  dental  X-Ray  taken  during  the  year. 

Children  Ender  5 Years  of  Age 

During  the  year  the  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who 
were  dentally  examined  was  282,  a decrease  of  75  on  last  year. 

A total  of  400  attendances  were  made  by  the  282  children  for  dental 
treatment.  These  figures  do  not  include  the  nursery  children  attending 
maintained  Schools  whose  figures  come  into  the  School  Dental  Report. 

Treatment,  as  in  previous  years,  was  mainly  for  the  extraction  of 
aching  and  septic  teeth,  although  there  were  15  fillings  inserted  in 
temporary  teeth. 
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669  teeth  were  extracted  under  Nitrous-oxide-oxygen  anaesthesia, 
an  increase  of  56  teeth  on  the  previous  year.  363  anaesthetics  were 
administered  for  this  purpose. 

As  has  been  stated  before,  the  great  need  is  for  the  conservation  of 
teeth,  since  the  early  loss  of  the  temporary  teeth  causes  irregularity  of 
the  permanent  ones  and  interferes  with  the  balance  of  mastication. 

Dentistry,  to  be  of  benefit  to  mankind,  must  start  early  in  life,  with 
the  pregnant  mother  and  the  pre-school  child.  Today,  this  is  even  more 
necessary  than  formerly  since  the  teeth  are  decaying  more  rapidly. 

In  conclusion,  grateful  thanks  are  again  extended  to  all  members  of 
the  medical  staff  of  both  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School 
Clinics  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

5.  HEALTH  VISITING  AND  TUBERCULOSIS  VISITING 


A.  Visiting 


(1) 

HEALTH  VISITORS 

TUBER- 

CULOSIS 

VISITORS 

^ Number  of  children  under 

5 years  of  age  visited 
during  year 

Expectant 

mothers* 

Children 
under  1 year 
of  aget 

Children  age 

1 and  under 

2 years 

Children  age 

2 but  under 

5 years 

Tuberculous 

Householdst 

Other  cases§ 

Total  number  of  families 
tS  or  households  visited  by 
Health  Visitors 

Total 

visits  paid  to 
tuberculous 
households^ 

(12) 

First 

visits 

(3) 

Total 

visits 

(4) 

First 

visits 

(5) 

Total 

visits 

(6) 

Total 

visits 

(7) 

Total 

visits 

(8) 

Total 

visits 

(9) 

Total 

visits 

(10) 

(a)  L.H.A. 

8121 

214 

317 

1591 

6240 

2783 

8213 

1811 

8987 

5216 

(12) 

(661) 

(222) 

(582) 

(103) 

(838) 

(b)  Vol. 

Org. 

*These  figures  should  not  include  visits  paid  by  a midwife-health  visitor  who  is  to  attend 
the  confinement  as  a midwife  or  maternity  nurse.  The  “ first  visit  ” to  an  expectant 
mother  is  the  first  visit  paid  by  a health  visitor  during  any  one  pregnancy. 

tThe  “ first  visit  ” to  a child  under  I year  old  is  the  first  visit  paid  by  a health  visitor  of 
this  Local  Health  Authority  after  the  birth  of  the  child. 

tThis  heading  relates  to  visits  made  by  health  visitors  not  employed  solely  on  tuberculosis 
work  [as  to  which  see  col.  (12)]. 

§ Other  cases  ” should  include  visits  for  such  purposes  as  reporting  on  still-births  and 
infant  deaths,  infectious  disease,  care  of  old  people,  hospital  after-care,  etc. 

HThis  heading  relates  to  visits  made  by  health  visitors  and  tuberculosis  visitors  employed 
solely  on  tuberculosis  work. 

Figures  in  brackets  are  “ no  access  ” visits  and  are  excluded  in  total  figures. 

B.  Clinics. 

(а)  Total  number  of  attendances  made  by  health  visitors  at  local 

health  authority  clinic  sessions  during  the  year 1,385 

(б)  Total  number  of  attendances  by  whole-time  tuberculosis 

visitors  at  chest  clinic  sessions  during  the  year  ...  ...  200 
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6.  HOME  NURSING 


(1) 

5 Medical 

5 Surgical 

^ Infectious  Diseases 

5 Tuberculosis 

£!  Maternal  Complications 

0) 

X 

O 

(7) 

S Totals 

Patients  included  in  (2)- 

;3  (7)  v/ho  were  65  or  over  at 

— the  time  of  the  first  visit 

during  the  year 

1 ^ Children  included  in  (2)- 

1 — (7)  who  were  under  5 at 

1 2 the  time  of  the  first  visit 

1 during  the  year 

Patients  included  in  (2)- 

— (7)  who  have  had  more 

~ than  24  visits  during  the 

year 

Number  of  cases  at- 
tended by  Home 
Nurses  during  the 
year: — 

(a)  L.H.A. 

2452 

821 

6 

119 

63 

41 

3492 

1258 

■224 

639 

(b)  Vol.  Org.  un- 
der arrangements 
with  the  Authority 

Number  of  visits  paid 
by  Home  Nurses 
during  the  year: — 

(c)  L.H.A. 

95486 

25368 

35 

4749 

656 

436 

126730 

61208 

2309 

39482 

(d)  Vol.  Org.  un- 
der arrangements 
with  the  Authority 

No  special  provision  is  made  for  tlie  kome  nursing  of  sick  children. 
These  are  attended  by  the  Nurse  in  whose  district  they  reside  in  the  normal 
course  of  the  Nurse’s  work. 

The  administration  of  injections,  particularly  Penicillin  and 
Streptomycin,  has  increased  the  work  of  the  District  Nurses  tenfold.  The 
home  care  of  this  type  of  case  which  is  particularly  heavy  in  this  area  has 
relieved  the  pressure  on  ho.spitals. 

7.  DOMESTIC  HELPS 

(i)  Number  of  Domestic  Help  Organisers  employed  at  the  end  of 


the  year : — 

(o)  Whole-time  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Part-time  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  N umber  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year  ; — 

(a)  Whole-time  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

(b)  Part-time  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  where  domestic  help  was  provided  during 
the  year : — 

(a)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  ...  ...  53 

(b)  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

(c)  Chronic  sick  including  aged  and  infirm  ...  ...  318 

(d)  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 


417 


29 


8.  DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS 

Number  and  type  of  distribution  points  at  end  of  year : — 

(а)  Maternity  and  child  welfare  centres  ...  11 

(б)  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

9.  DAY  NURSERIES  (INCLUDING  24-HOUR  NURSERIES)  AS  AT  END  OF  YEAR 

Nil. 

10.  DAILY  MINDERS  RECEIVING  FEES  FROM  THE  AUTHORITY  UNDER  SECTION  22 
OF  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946,  AT  END  OF  YEAR 

(o)  Number  of  Minders  ...  Nil.  (6)  Number  of  Children  cared  for  Nil. 

11.  MOTHER  AND  BABY  HOMES— 

(i.e.  Homes  or  hostels  for  unmarried  mothers  and  their  babies) 

No  homes  were  provided  by  the  Authority  or  Voluntary  Organisa- 
tions during  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1957. 

12.  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN  (with  special  reference  to  Circular  2866) 

A Social  Worker  is  employed  by  the  Authority  for  the  purpose  of 
Circular  2866. 


PART  II 

MIDWIVES  ACT,  1951.  RETURN  BY  LOCAL  SUPERVISING  AUTHORITY 

1.  Midwives 


NOTE:  Midwives  engaged  in  both  domiciliary  and  institutional  practice  are  Included  in  the  capacity 
in  which  they  are  mainly  employed. 


Number  of  Midwives  practis 
of  the  Local  Supervising  / 
end  of  year 

ng  in  the  area 
Authority  at 

Domiciliary 

Midwives 

Midwives  in 
Institutions 

Total 

(a)  Midwives  employed  by  the  Authority 

12 

— 

12 

(b)  Midwives  employed  by  Voluntary  Organisations: 
(i)  Under  arrangements  with  the  Local 
Health  Authority  in  pursuance  of  Sec- 
tion 23  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  1946  

(ii)  Otherwise  (including  Hospitals  not 
transferred  to  the  Minister  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act) 

_ 



_ 

(c)  Midwives  employed  by  Hospital  Management 
Committees  or  Boards  of  Governors  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act: 

(i)  Under  arrangements  with  the  Local 
Health  Authority  in  pursuance  of  Sec- 
tion 23  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946  

(ii)  Otherwise 

— 

24  3 

24  3 

(d)  Midwives  in  Private  Practice  (including  Mid- 
wives employed  in  Nursing  Homes)  ... 

3 2 

5 3 

8 5 

Totals 

15  2 

29  6 

CO 

Small  figures  in  Black  face  are  Midwives  who  notified  intention  to  practice  as  Maternity  Nurses,  and  are 

included  in  other  figures. 
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2.  Deliveries  Attended  by  Midwives 


Number  of  Deliveries  attended  by  midwives 
in  the  area  during  the  year 

Domiciliary  Cases 

Doctor 
not  booked 

Doctor 

booked 

C 

o 

(1) 

Doctor 

^ present  at 

iS  time  of 

delivery 

1 Doctor  not 

1 present  at 

S time  of 

delivery 

Doctor 

present  at 

time  of  de- 

^ livery  (either 

the  booked 

Dr.oranother) 

Doctor  not 

present  at 

^ time  of 

delivery 

® Totals 

c 

I/I 

«> 

« 

U 

(7) 

(a) 

Midwives  employed  by  the  Authority 

— 

2 

131 

690 

723 

(b) 

Midwives  employed  by  Voluntary  Organisations: 

(i)  Under  arrangements  with  the  Local 
Health  Authority  in  pursuance  of  Sec- 
tion 23  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  1946  

(ii)  Otherwise  (including  Hospitals  not 
transferred  to  the  Minister  under  the 
Natio.nal  Health  Service  Act) 

(c) 

Midwives  employed  by  Hospital  Management 
Committees  or  Boards  of  Governors  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act 

1036 

(d) 

Midwives  in  Private  Practice  (including  Mid- 
wives employed  in  Nursing  Homes)  ... 





16 

32 

48 

98 

Totals 

— 

2 

147 

622 

771 

1134 

NOTE  ; Where  Midwives  are  engaged  in  both  domiciliary  and  institutional  practice,  cases 
attended  by  them  are  separated  into  domiciliary  or  institutional. 


(e)  Number  of  cases  delivered  in  institutions  but  attended  by  domiciliary  midwives  on 
discharge  from  institutions  and  before  the  fourteenth  day  : 642. 


(f)  Breast  Feeding.  Number  of  domiciliary  cases  in  which  the  infant  was  wholly  breast 
fed  at  the  fourteenth  day  ; 561. 

3.  Medical  Aid  Under  Section  14  (1)  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1951 
Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during  the 
year  under  Section  14  (1)  of  the  Midv/ives  Act,  1951,  by  a Midwife, 
whether  a fee  was  payable  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  or  not : — 

(a)  Domiciliary  cases:  — 

(i)  Where  the  Medical  Practitioner  had  arranged  to  provide 
the  patient  with  maternity  medical  services  under  the 
National  Health  Service  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  298 

(ii)  Others  ...  ..."  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Total  344 


(h)  Cases  in  Institutions 


72 
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4.  Administration  of  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia 
(1)  Institutional  Midwives  : — 

Number  of  Institutional  Midwives  in  practice  in  the  area  at  the 
end  of  the  year  qualified  to  administer  inhalati(;nal  analgesics  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board : 

(а)  Employed  in  homes  and  hospitals  in  the  National 

Health  Service  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(б)  Employed  in  nursing  homes  or  in  maternity  homes 

and  hospitals  not  in  the  National  Health  Service  ...  1 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 


(2)  Domiciliary  Midwives. 


(I) 

Number  of  domiciliary  midwives 
practising  in  the  area  at  end  of 
^ year  who  were  qualified  to  ad- 

LJ  minister  inhalational  analgesics  in 

accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Central  Midwives  Board 

Number  of  sets  of  apparatus  for 
the  admiinstration  of  inhalational 
analgesics  in  use  at  end  of  year 

Number  of  cases  in 

which  inhalational 
analagesics  were 
administered 
by  midwives  in 
domiciliary  practice 
during  the  year: — 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  pethidine 
was  administered 
by  midwives  in 
domiciliary  practice 
during  the  year; — 

When  doctor  was 
present  at  time  of 
delivery  of  child 

When  doctor  was 
not  present  at  time 
of  delivery  of  child 

__  When  doctor  was  present 

3 at  time  of  delivery  of 
“ child. 

~ When  doctor  was  not 

3 present  at  time  of  de- 

— livery  of  child. 

Gas 

&air 

(3) 

Tri- 

lene’ 

H) 

Gas 

&air 

(5) 

Tri- 

lene’ 

(6) 

Gas 

&air 

(7) 

Tri- 

lene’ 

(8) 

(a)  Domiciliary  Midwives  em- 
ployed directly  by  Local 
Health  Authority  

12 

9 

— 

116 

— 

510 

— 

91 

334 

(b)  Domiciliary  Midwives  em- 
ployed under  Section  23  by 
voluntary  organisations  as 
agents  of  Local  Health 
Authority  

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Domiciliary  Midwives  em- 
ployed under  Section  23  by 
hospital  authorities  as  agents 
of  Local  Health  Authority 

— 

- 

— 

(d)  Domiciliary  Midwives  in 
private  practice  or  employed 
by  organisations  not  acting 
as  agents  of  Local  Health 
Authority  

— 

— 

— 

15 

28 

Totals  

12 

9 

— 

1 16 

— 

510 

106 

362 
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PART  III 

RETURN  OF  WORK  DONE  BY  THE  AUTHORITY  UNDER  : 

1.  NURSERIES  AND  CHILD-MINDERS  REGULATION  ACT,  1948: 

Number  registered  at  Number  of 

end  of  year.  Children  provided  for. 

Premises : — 

(a)  Factory  ...  ...  — ...  ...  — 

{h)  Other  Nurseries  ...  3 ...  ...  43 

Daily  Minders  ...  ...  — ...  ...  — 


2.  REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES  (Sections  187  to  194  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936): 


Number  of  Beds  provided  for 

Number  of 
Homes 

Maternity 

Others 

Totals 

Homes  first  registered  during 
year 

Homes  on  the  register  at  end 
of  year 

4 

35 

42 

PART  ly 

PREMATURE  BIRTHS 


NOTES  : This  section  covers  live  births  and  still-births  of  5i  lbs.  or  less  at  birth. 

Births  in  an  ambulance  or  in  the  street  should  be  listed  under  the  place  to  which 
the  case  is  immediately  transferred. 

1.  NUMBER  OF  PREMATURE  LIVE  BIRTHS  NOTIFIED  (AS  ADJUSTED  BY  ANY 


NOTIFICATIONS  TRANSFERRED  IN  OR  OUT  OF  THE  AREA) 

(a)  In  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

{h)  At  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

*(r)  In  private  nursing  homes  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  115 

2.  NUMBER  OF  PREMATURE  STILL-BIRTHS  NOTIFIED  (AS  ADJUSTED  BY  ANY 
NOTIFICATIONS  TRANSFERRED  IN  OR  OUT  OF  THE  AREA) 

(a)  In  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

(h)  At  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

*(c)  In  private  nursing  homes  ...  ...  ...  — - 

Total  34 


* “ Private  nursing  homes  ” includes  nursing  homes  and  maternity  hospitals  and  homes 
not  in  the  National  Health  Service  and  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  where  women  are 
confined  in  the  Home. 


PREMATURE 

PREMATURE  LIVE  BIRTHS  STILL-BIRTHS 
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Weight  at  birth 

(I) 

(a)  3 lb.  4 oz.  or  less 
( 1 ,500  gms.  or  less) 

(b)  Over  3 lb.  4 oz.  up  to  and 
including  4 lb.  6 oz. 
(1,500-2,000  gms.) 

(c)  Over  4 lb.  6 oz.  up  to  and 
including  4 lb.  15  oz. 
(2,000-2,250  gms.) 

(d)  Over  4 1b.  15  oz.  up  to  and 
including  5 lb.  8 oz. 
(2,250-2,500  gms.) 

Totals 

tThe  group  under  this  heading  will  include  cases  which  may  be  born  in  one  hospital  and  transferred  to  another. 
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PART  V 

STAFF  RETURN 


NURSING  STAFF  EMPLOYED  AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR  BY  THE  AUTHORITY,  AND 
BY  VOLUNTARY  ORGANISATIONS  AND  HOSPITALS  UNDER  ARRANGEMENTS  WITH 
THE  AUTHORITY  FOR  SERVICES  UNDER  PART  III  OF  THE  N.H.S.  ACT. 

I.  HEALTH  VISITING,  TUBERCULOSIS  VISITING, 

CLINIC  DUTIES,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 


(1) 


(a)  Local  Health  Authority 


(b)  Voluntary  Organisation 


Administrative 

and 

Supervisory 
Nursing  Staff 
(excluding 
Health  Visitor 
Tutors) 


o 

o_ 

Ir 

. o 
>« 


Health 
Visitors 
except  those 
in  Cols. 
(8)-()0) 


16 


.>S 


Tuberculosis 

Visitorst 


Other 

Nurses 


tThis  relates  to  Health  Visitors  and  Tuberculosis  Visitors  employed  solely  on  tuberculosis 
work. 


2.  DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 


Administrative  and  Supervisory 
Nursing  Staff 

Domiciliary  Midwives 

Whole- 

time* 

Part-time* 

Equivalent 
Whole-time 
of  (3) 

Whole- 

timet 

Part- 

timet 

Equivalent 
Whole-time 
of  (6) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(a) 

Local  Health 
Authority 

1 

[1] 





12 

[5] 





(b) 

Voluntary 
Organisation. . . 













(c) 

H.M.C.  or  B.G. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*Non-Medical  Supervisors  of  Midwives  are  included  and  also  shown  separately  in  the  brackets. 
tMidwives  approved  as  teachers  are  shown  separately  in  the  brackets. 


time  of  (12) 
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PtrpiL  Midwives 

Number  of  pupils  wbo  have  completed  their  district  training  in  the 
area  during  the  year  as  part  of  a Part  II  Midwifery  course  taken ; — 

(i)  Wholly  on  the  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Partly  on  the  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


3.  HOME  NURSING 


Administrative  and 
Supervisory 
Nursing  Staff 

State  Registered 
Nurses  (S.R.N., 
R.S.C.N.,  and  R.F.N.) 

Enrolled  Assistant 
Nurses 

Student  Home 
Nurses 

(1) 

(2)  Whole-time 

1 

I (3)  Part-time 

(4)  Equiv.  Whole- 
time of  (3) 

1 (5)  Whole-time 

(6)  Part-time 

(7)  Equiv.  Whole- 
time of  (6) 

1 

1 (8)  Whole-time 

1 

(9)  Part-time 

(10)  Equiv.  Whole- 
time of  (9) 

1 

I (1 1 ) Whole-time 

1 

1 (12)  Part-time 

j (13)  Equiv.  Whole- 
1 time  of  (12) 

(a)  L.H.A. 

1 

— 

9 

14 

00 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Vol. 

Org. 

4.  NURSES  ENGAGED  ON  COMBINED  DUTIES 

Number  of  nurses  engaged  in:  — 


(а)  Health  visiting  and  school  nursing  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(б)  In  home  nursing  and  midwifery  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Health  visiting,  home  nursing  and  midwifery  only  ...  Nil 

{d)  Health  visiting,  home  nursing,  school  nursing  and 

midwifery  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Others  (please  specify)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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5.  ADMINISTRATIVE  NURSING  STAFF  (EXCLUDING  HEALTH  VISITOR  TUTORS) 

Actual  number  of  nurses  whose  duties  in  the  services  in  1,  2 and  3 
above  are : — 

(а)  Wholly  administrative  and  supervisory  ...  ...  ...  2 

(б)  Partly  administrative  and  supervisory  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


6.  TOTAL  STAFF 

Actual  number  of  nursing  staff  represented  in  the  tables  1,  2 and  3 
above,  including  administrative  nursing  staff  but  excluding  students  and 
pupils  whose  employment  in  these  three  services  is : — 


(«) 

Whole-time 

42 

(M 

Part-time 

17 

7.  NURSERY  STAFF — DAY  NURSERIES 

Nil. 


8.  VACANCIES 


Number  of  vacancies  for  nursing  staff  at  the  end  of  the  year  {i.e. 
additional  staff  which  the  Authority  would  employ  immediately  if 
available)  expressed  in  terms  of  the  equivalent  of  whole-time  staff  under 
each  heading:  — 

{a)  Health  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(h)  Tuberculosis  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Domiciliary  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(d)  Home  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(e)  Day  Nursery  Staff  (specify  grades) 


Nil 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICES 


(17 

Number  of  vehicles  at 
■S  31  St  December,  1957. 

-3  Total  number  of  Journeys 

— • during  the  year. 

3 Total  number  of  patients 

carried  during  the  year. 

Number  of  accident  and 

other  emergency  journeys 

S included  in  col.  (3)  during 

the  year. 

Total  mileage  during  the 

" year. 

^ Number  of  paid  whole-time 

w staff  at  31st  December, 

1957. 

Directly  provided 
Service 

Ambulances 

6 

6,333 

18,343 

729 

63,913 

21 

Cars 

3 

4,282 

12,918 

205 

52,155 

Agency  service(s) 

Ambulances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cars 





— 



— 

Supplementary 

Service(s) 

Ambulances 









Cars 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

1.  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Combined  Diphtheria /Pertussis 
Immunisations. 

Particulars  of  Immunisations  Carried  Out  During  the  Year  Ending 

31st  December,  1957. 


Age  at  date  of  final  injection  (as  regards  A)  or 
of  reinforcing  injection  (as  regards  B) 


Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 to 

9 

10  to 

14 

Total 

(a)  Number  of  Children  who  com- 
pleted a full  course  of  Primary 
Immunisation  in  the  Authority’s 
Area  (including  temporary  resi- 
dents) during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1957. 

547 

314 

77 

30 

13 

122 

1 

1104 

(b)  Number  of  Children  who  received 
a Secondary  (Reinforcing)  Injec- 
tion (i.e.  subsequently  to  primary 
immunisation  at  an  earlier  age) 
during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1957. 

— 

— 

2 

1 

4 

529 

1 

537 

In  Addition  to  tbe  above  figures,  17  children  were  inoculated  against 

whooping  cough  only. 
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Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population 

Number  of  Cbildren  at  Slst  December,  1957  who  had  completed  a 
course  of  Immunisation  at  Ant  Time  Befoee  That  Date  {i.e.,  at  any 
time  since  1st  January.  1943). 


Age  at  31.12.57 
i.e.  Born  in  Year 

Under  1 
1957 

1-4 

1953-1956 

5-9 

1948-1952 

10-14 

1943-1947 

Under  1 5 
Total 

Last  complete  course  of 
injections  (whether 

primary  or  booster) 

A.  1953-1957 

160 

3,737 

4,921 

454 

9,272 

B.  1 952  or  earlier 

— 

— 

2,697 

6,957 

9,654 

C.  Estimated  mid  - year 
child  population 

1,670 

6,330 

16,800 

24,800 

Immunity  Index  lOOA/C 

9.58  , 

59.04 

31. 

99 

37.39 

The  propaganda  campaign  — distribution  of  leaflets  and  public 
appeals — was  continued  throughout  the  year. 

A supply  of  immunisation  products  for  general  practitioners  is  kept 
at  the  Health  Department. 


2.  Small  Pox  Vaccination 

Number  of  Persons  Vaccinated  (or  Re- Vaccinated)  During  Period 
1st  January,  1957  to  31st  December,  1957. 


Age  at  Vaccination  . . 

Under  1 

1 to  2 

2 to  4 

5 to  14 

1 5 or  over 

Total 

Number  Vaccinated 

♦ 59 

33 

21 

17 

14 

544 

Number 

Re-Vaccinated 

6 

29 

35 

Number  of  Cases  Specially  Reported  During  Period: — Nil. 


3.  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 
Vaccination  during  the  summer  months 

The  Minister  sought  the  advice  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Polio- 
myelitis Vaccination,  set  up  by  the  Central  and  Scottish  Health  Services 
Councils,  on  the  advisability  of  continuing  vaccination  against 
poliomyelitis  during  the  summer  months  when  the  incidence  of  the  disease 
may  be  expected  to  be  at  its  highest.  Last  year,  vaccination  was 
suspended  at  the  end  of  June  because  of  the  possible  danger  of  provoking 
poliomyelitis.  The  Committee  reviewed  the  experience  of  vaccination 
in  other  countries  at  various  times  of  the  year,  and  the  experience  in 
this  country  during  May  and  June  1956.  They  found  no  evidence  that 
poliomyelitis  is  provoked  by  the  use  of  the  vaccine  and  felt  that 
vaccination  need  not  in  general  be  suspended  during  the  period  when 
the  disease  is  prevalent.  It  would,  however,  be  for  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  to  determine,  in  the  light  of  local  conditions,  whether  to  suspend 
vaccination  in  their  areas  or  not. 
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Whereas  previously  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  applied  only 
to  children  born  in  the  years  1947  to  1954,  Circular  6/57  (Wales)  dated 
14th  May,  1957,  makes  provision  for  children  born  in  1955  and  1956  to 
be  similarly  protected. 

Circular  16/57  (Wales)  dated  19th  November,  1957. 

Extension  of  vaccination  arrangements 

In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  this  Circular,  Authorities  are  now 
also  requested  to  make  a continuing  offer  to  children  born  in  1943  to 
1946,  inclusive,  to  children  born  in  1957  who  have  reached  the  age  of 
six  months,  to  expectant  mothers,  to  general  medical  practitioners  and 
local  health  authority  ambulance  staff. 

With  the  exception  of  the  month  of  August,  sessions  were  held  on 
three  afternoons  throughout  the  year  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  27 
Clytha  Park  Road,  and  periodically  at  Doctors’  Surgeries. 

The  number  of  children  who  received  two  injections,  are:  — 

3,797  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

539  at  Doctors’  Surgeries. 

4,336  TOTAL 


In  addition  to  the  above,  28  members  of  the  Allt-j^r-yn  Hospital 
Nursing  Staff  were  vaccinated. 

MENTAL  HEALTH 


(1)  Administration. 

(a)  The  Committee  dealing  with  Mental  Health  is  a sub-committee  of  the 
Health  Committee  and  the  constitution  is  as  follows  : — 

Chairman-.  Alderman  T.  E.  Mooney,  j.p. 

Deputy  Chairman-.  Alderman  Mrs.  M.  J.  Dunn. 

The  Mayor  (Councillor  F.  G.  Hopton). 
Alderman  W.  Casey,  .i.p. 

Alderman  A.  E.  Wills,  j.p. 

Councillor  F.  Y.  Cornford,  j.p. 

Councillor  C.  L.  Tucker. 

Dr.  Bernard  Thomas. 

Dr.  Wade  Thomas. 

The  Committee  meet  as  required. 

(5)  There  are  ten  persons  employed  in  the  Mental  Health  Service 
consisting  of : — 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Two  Duly  Authorised  Officers. 

One  Female  Social  Worker  employed  in  connection  with 
welfare  and  after-care  work  of  mental  health. 

Staff  at  Occupation  Centre  : — 

One  Qualified  Supervisor. 

Two  Assistant  Supervisors. 

One  Trainee  Supervisor. 

One  Caretaker /Cook. 
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(c)  Close  co-ordinatiou  is  maintained  with,  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
and  the  Hospital  Management  Committee.  The  Medical  Officers  at 
St.  Cadoc’s  Mental  Hospital  are  consulted  in  cases  of  difficulty. 

Liaison  is  maintained  with  the  Mental  Hospitals  through  the 
Duly  Authorised  Officers  and  the  Social  Worker. 

Supervision  of  patients  on  trial  and  on  licence  from  Mental 
Hospitals  and  Institutions  for  Mental  Defectives,  is  carried 
out  by  the  members  of  Mental  Health  Service  Staff  and  frequently 
work  in  connection  with  the  Mental  Hospital  is  undertaken  by  these 
Officers  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Superintendent. 

{d)  There  are  no  duties  delegated  to  Voluntary  Organisations. 

(e)  Both  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers  (who  were  previously  engaged  in 
the  Social  Welfare  Department)  were  on  appointment  referred  to  St. 
Cadoc’s  Mental  Hospital  for  a preliminary  course  of  training  before 
undertaking  their  duties.  It  is  proposed  to  allow  students  in  train- 
ing for  Mental  Health  work  to  attend  the  Occupation  Centre  for 
instruction. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  in  conjunction  with  the  National 
Association  for  Mental  Health  for  receiving'  such  students  during  the 
coming  year. 

2.  Work  Undertaken  in  the  Community 

((?)  Under  Section  28,  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946; 
Prevention,  Care  and  After-Care 

In  this  connection  the  emphasis  has  very  definitely  been  upon 
Welfare  work ; not  only  in  the  field  of  after-care,  hut  frequently  in  the 
initial  stages  when  a complaint  is  first  received. 

As  the  Mental  Health  Service  has  become  more  established,  it 
has  been  confronted  with  a variety  of  Social  problems  hitherto  un- 
catered for.  It  has  been  found  essential  to  work  in  the  closest 
collaboration  with  the  Police,  N.S.P.C.C.,  Probation  Officers, 
Ministry  of  Pensions,  Ministry  of  Labour  and  the  Mental  Health 
Services  of  other  Local  Authorities.  The  good  offices  of  all  Welfare 
Organisations  are  constantly  enlisted  in  the  same  cause. 

Visits  totalling  2,024  have  been  made  under  this  heading. 

Personal  contact  with  the  patient,  his  family  and  his  affairs  has 
proved  one  of  the  greatest  factors. 

{}))  Under  the  Lunacy  Act  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930, 
BY  Duly  Authorised  Officers 

The  policy  of  avoiding  certification  whenever  possible  has  been 
adhered  to;  of  158  cases  of  persons  alleged  to  be  of  unsound  mind,  21 
have  been  certified,  and  a large  proportion  have  been  admitted  as 
voluntary  patients.  The  remainder  have  been  dealt  with  according 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Matters  pertaining  to  receiverships,  pensions  and  statutory 
benefits  were  also  dealt  with,  and  arrangements  made  for  the  safe 
custody  of  patients’  personal  effects. 
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(c)  Unbee  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913-1938 

The  Duly  Authorised  Officers  also  undertake,  as  part  of  their 
duties,  the  visiting  of  Mental  Defectives.  During  the  year  438  visits 
were  made.  Frequently  it  has  been  found  possible  to  benefit  their  lot 
by  invoking  help,  or  special  consideration,  from  the  Services 
enumerated  in  paragraph  (a). 


(i)  Asceetainment,  Including  Numbee  of  Defectives  A’svaiting 
Vacancies  in  Institutions  at  End  of  Yeae 

The  total  number  of  defectives  ascertained  to  be  subject  to  be  dealt 
with  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  is  231,  provided  for  as 
follows : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Placed  in  Institutions 

41  ., 

,.  47  ... 

88 

On  Licence  from  Institutions 

— ., 

..  — ... 

— 

Placed  under  Guardianship 

1 . 

..  6 ... 

7 

Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision 

65  . 

..  71  ... 

136 

11  new  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  in 

the 

following  manner : — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Placed  in  Institutions 

1 ., 

,.  — ... 

1 

Placed  under  Guardianship 

— ., 

,.  — ... 

— 

Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision 

2 .. 

,.  1 ... 

3 

Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervision 

5 ., 

..  2 ... 

7 

At  the  end  of  the  year  4 defectives  (3  males  and  1 female)  were 
urgently  awaiting  vacancies  in  Institutions. 

(ii)  Guaedianship  and  Supeevision 

There  are  7 defectives  under  guardianship  residing  in  the  area. 

Defectives  attending  the  Centre  are  supervised  by  the  Super- 
visor of  the  Occupation  Centre.  All  other  defectives  residing  in  the 
area,  including  those  under  Guardianship  are  supervised  by  the  Duly 
Authorised  Officers  and  the  Female  Social  Worker. 

(iii)  Teaining 

The  following  are  particulars  relating  to  the  attendance  of 


patients  at  the  Occupation  Centre  : — 

Number  of  sessions  on  which  Centre  was  opened  ...  390 

Number  of  Patients  on  register  on  1st  January,  1957  47 

Number  of  Patients  on  register  on  31st  December,  1957  48 

Total  attendances  during  year  ...  ...  ...  15,600 

Average  attendance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951. 

Section  47. — Eemoval  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and  Attention. 

During  the  year  the  Council  took  action  in  one  case  under  this 
section.  Particulars  are  as  follows  : — 

Male  (47  years) — Order  obtained  on  20th  November,  1957,  under 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  for  six  weeks  detention 
in  Part  III  Accommodation,  St.  Woolos  Hospital.  The  order 
was  applied  for  on  the  grounds  of  person  being  infirm  and 
living  in  insanitary  conditions. 

This  person  has  settled  down  quite  well  at  St.  Woolos  Hospital 
and  is  content  to  remain  in  the  accommodation  although  the 
Court  Order  has  expired. 

Blind  Welfare — Incidence  of  Blindness. 

1.  The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  at  31st  December,  1957  was; 

Blind  228 

Partially  Sighted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

296 


2.  The  number  of  persons  examined  during  the  year:  — 

Certified  blind  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Certified  Partially  Sighted  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Not  certified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

59 


3.  A.  Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons. 


Cause  of  Disability 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

(i)  No.  of  cases  registered  during  the 
year  of  which  Fornn  B.D.8. 
recommends  : 

(a)  No  Treatment 

13 

5 

— 

22 

(b)  Treatment  (medical,  surgical 
or  optical) 

12 

1 



3 

(ii)  No.  of  cases  at  (i)  above  which 
on  follow-up  action  have  received 
treatment 

3 

2 

Reason  for  no  treatment 

2 unwilling 

6 poor  health 

1 died 

1 poor 
health 

1 died 
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Welfaee  Services  for  Epileptics  and  Spastics 
A.  Epileptics 

On  the  28th  February,  1958,  there  were  32  Epileptics  registered 
with  the  Welfare  Department.  There  has  been  a slight  decrease  in 
numbers  since  last  year.  Of  those  registered  23  are  males  and  9 are 
females. 


Degree  of  Epilepsy 

Of  those  registered,  21  are  suffering  from  Grand  Mai  and  11  from 
Petit  Mai. 


Distribution  according  to  age 

0-15  16-29  30-39  40-49  50-64  Over  65  Total 

Grand  Mai.  ...  1 ...  10  ...  6 ...  1 ...  3 ...  0 ...  21 

Petit  Mai.  ...  0 ...  5 ...  2 ...  1 ...  3 ...  0 ...  11 

32 


Employment 

The  employment  position  regarding  the  32  registered  Epileptics 
is  as  follows : 


A. 

Of 

School 

Age. 

B. 

In 

suitable 

Empoy- 

ment. 

c. 

At  present 
in  employment 
which  is  likely 
to  be  irregular 
or  temporary. 

D. 

Un- 

employed. 

E. 

Adults 
in  Colonies 
or  Hospitals 

Total 

Grand  Mai.  ... 

1 ... 

6 

...  2 .. 

. 7 . 

..  5 ... 

21 

Petit  Mai. 

0 ... 

7 

...  1 .. 

. 3 . 

..  0 ... 

11 

32 

B.  Spastics. 

During  the  past  year 

the  number  registered  with  the  Department 

has  shown  a slight  increase  from  8 to  12.  There  must,  however,  be  many 
more  who  are  not  known  to  the  Welfare  Department  and  it  is  possible 
that  the  Department  could  provide  some  services  to  individual  spastics 
if  they  came  forward. 
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VITAL  STATI.STICS 

Deaths 

The  total  deaths  registered  numbered  1,348;  after  the  exclusion 
of  non-residents  dying  in  the  district  and  the  addition  of  residents  who 
died  elsewhere,  the  number  was  reduced  to  1,209.  This  afforded  a death- 
rate  of  11.55,  compared  with  10.46  in  1956,  10.70  in  1955,  10.98  in  1954, 
10.32  in  1953,  11.05  in  1952,  10.98  in  1930  and  12.41  in  1920.  The 
average  for  the  previous  five  years  was  10.7  and  for  the  past  ten  years 
11.21. 

The  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales  for  1957  was  11.5. 

441  deaths,  or  36.5  per  cent,  of  the  nett  deaths,  occurred  in  Public 
Institutions,  namely  St.  Woolos  Hospital,  217 ; Royal  Gwent  Hospital, 
115;  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital,  4;  and  other  Institutions  outside  the  Borough, 
105.  In  addition,  271  deaths  of  non-residents  occurred  in  the  Borough, 
namely  at  the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital  95 ; Allt-yr-yn  Hospital,  6 ; St. 
Woolos  Hospital,  131;  Public  Works  and  Places,  9;  and  in  Private  In- 
stitutions, etc,  20.  The  proportion  of  deaths  in  Public  Institutions  was 
higher  than  in  1956,  when  it  was  35.1  per  cent.;  but  the  proportions  of 
such  deaths  have  increased  considerably  of  recent  years.  In  1925  it  was 
only  24.3,  and  in  1915,  22.0  per  cent. 

The  deaths  under  5 years  of  age  numbered  60  or  4.9  per  cent,  of  the 
total  deaths,  whilst  805  deaths  occurred  among  the  agecl  (65  years  and 
upwards)  or  66.6  per  cent,  of  all  deaths. 

The  increase  in  the  proportion  of  the  total  deaths  that  were  over  65 
years  of  age  and  the  decrease  in  the  proportion  that  were  under  5 years  of 
age  which  have  been  such  marked  features  in  the  mortal  statistics  in 
recent  years  are  still  evident,  as  the  following  figures  show : — 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths 
Under  5 years  of  age.  65  years  Gr  over. 


1900  ...  45.21  ...  15.63 

1910  ...  34.38  ...  21.62 

1920  ...  26.99  ...  23.80 

1930  ...  12.86  ...  36.89 

1940  ...  12.94  ...  46.00 

1950  ...  6.70  ...  60.80 

1951  ...  5.20  ...  61.60 

1952  ...  5.90  ...  62.00 

1953  ...  6.40  ...  60.50 

1954  ...  4.45  ...  70.00 

1955  ...  4.72  ...  64.15 

1956  ...  5.01  ...  65.54 

1957  ...  4.90  ...  66.60 


Heart  Diseases,  as  usual,  caused  the  largest  number  of  deaths, 
namely,  384,  a rate  of  3.67  per  1,000  of  the  population  (last  year  the  rate 
was  3.36).  It  is  noteworthy  that  297  of  these  had  attained  the  age  of  65 
3"ears  and  upwards. 

Cancer — 212  deaths  occurrred  with  a death-rate  of  2.027  per  1,000 
compared  with  a rate  of  1.948  per  1,000  of  the  previous,  five  years.  The 
1957  rate  was  higher  by  0.073  per  1,000  than  for  1956  and  0.079  per  1,000 
above  the  last  five-yearly  average.  The  disease  was  more  fatal  in  males — 
123  deaths,  the  deaths  of  females  number  89.  The  sites  most  commonly 
affected  in  males  were  the  lungs  and  mediastina  and  in  females  the 
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intestines,  rectum  and  peritoneum.  The  steady  increase  in  the  mortality 
from  this  disease  in  Newport  (as  with  the  rest  of  the  country  generally) 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  figures : — 

Average  Death-rate  (per  1,000  living)  in  five  yearly  periods. 

1915—1919  841 

1920—1924  977 

1925—1929  1.256 

1930—1934  1.302 

1935—1939  1.597 

1940—1944  1.601 

1945—1949  1.754 

1950—1954  1.817 

The  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales  from  this  disease  during  1957 
was  2.094  per  1,000  of  the  popiilation. 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  caused  130  deaths 
— a death-rate  of  1.243.  Of  these,  39  were  due  to  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
and  91  to  Bronchitis  etc.  The  death-rate  of  1.243  is  higher  than  the 
average  rate  of  1.117  for  the  past  five  years. 

Violent  Deaths  numbered  41,  or  0.4  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 
4 of  these  were  due  to  suicide. 


Inquests  were  held  in  58  instances,  or  4.63  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths.  88  (7.28  per  cent.)  of  the  deaths  were  certified  by  the  Coroner 
after  postmortem  examination. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES 


The  total  deaths  from  diseases  of  a Zymotic  nature  numbered  26 
compared  with  11  in  1956,  and  an  annual  average  for  the  previous  five 
years  of  35  deaths.  The  Zymotic  death-rate  was  0.249  per  1,000 
inhabitants  per  annum ; the  average  for  the  previous  five  years  was  0.204. 
These  diseases  accounted  for  2.15  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths.  The  26 
deaths  were  caused  by  the  following  diseases  : Tuberculosis,  11  (lungs, 
10,  other  forms  1);  Influenza,  9;  Venereal  Diseases,  1;  Septicaemia,  1; 
and  other  infective  and  parasitic  Diseases,  4. 


The  following  figures  show  the  remarkable  reduction  that  has  taken 
place  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Zymotic  or  Preventable  Diseases 
during  the  past  60  years  in  Newport:  — 


Five 

Yearly  Periods 
1896—1900 
1906—1910 
1916—1920 
1926—1930 
1936—1940 
1946—1950 
1950—1954 


Yearly  Average 
Death-rate 
4.79 
3.36 
3.27 
2.23 
1.54 
1.14 
0.57 


Diarrh(eal  Diseases — Death  Rate,  Nil. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  during 
the  year.  The  deaths  included  in  this  category  are  limited  to  those 
under  2 years  of  age. 
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For  comparison,  the  death-rates  from  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 
per  1,000  live  births  for  a number  of  years  are  given. 

The  figures  for  quinquennial  periods  and  recent  single  years  being  : — 
Period  Rate  per  1,000  births 
J911— 1915 


1916—1920 

1921—1925 

1926—1930 

1930—1934 

1935—1939 

1940—1944 

1945—1949 

1950—1954 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 


21.81 

8.87 

7.52 

6.18 

4.67 

5.08 

4.84 

8.75 

2.27 

2.80 

1.10 

3.10 

7.70 

Nil 

Nil 


The  prevalence  of  these  diseases  fluctuates  considerably  from  year 
to  year. 

INFECTIOrS  DISEASES  AND  SCHOOLS 


Table  7 shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough  and  particular  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  (namely. 
Chicken  Pox,  Mumps,  and  Scabies)  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  tne 
Department,  and  the  Schools  affected.  By  arrangement  with  the 
Education  Authority — an  arrangement  which  has  been  in  operation  for 
many  years — the  Eclucation  Welfare  Officers  report  direct  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  all  such  cases  coming  to  their  knowledge.  By  these 
means  early  and  surprisingly  accurate  information  is  obtained  of  the 
existence  and  extent  of  these  diseases.  Early  information  of  suspected 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  is  also  obtained  and  close  co- 
operation with  the  School  Clinic  completes  the  circle  and  ensures  prompt 
measures  being  taken. 


Chicken  Pox 

During  the  year  260  cases  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Department, 
compared  with  372  in  1956,  375  in  1955,  434  in  1954,  539  in  1953  and 
629  in  1952.  213  of  the  cases  were  among  school  children,  46  among 
children  under  school  age  and  1 case  was  above  school  age.  The  schools 
affected  will  be  seen  in  Table  7.  The  rules  for  exclusion  from  schools 
laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of  Education  in 
their  joint  memorandum  were  applied  in  all  cases. 

Mumps 

12  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  compared  with  79  in  1956, 
450  in  1955,  108  in  1954,  335  in  1953  and  389  in  1952. 

Scabies 

The  number  of  cases  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Department 
during  1957  was  14  compared  with  3 in  1956,  8 in  1955,  14  in  1954,  20 
in  1953  and  28  in  1952.  9 cases  were  in  the  senior  section  of  the  schools 
(4  boys  and  5 girls),  3 were  in  the  infants  and  2 cases  were  under  school 
age.  Facilities  are  provided  at  the  School  Clinic  for  the  treatment  of 
school  children  and  10  cases  were  dealt  with  there  during  the  year. 
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All  notified  cases  were  visited  at  their  homes  by  a Health  Visitor  to 
advise  the  parents  or  guardians;  they  were  followed  up  until  cured.  For 
cases  that  are  persistently  neglected  in  their  own  homes,  whether  adults 
or  children,  facilities  are  available  for  their  treatment  at  St.  Woolos 
Hospital. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATIONS 

The  diseases  now  notifiable  are  Acute  Encephalitis  (Infective  and 
Post-Infectious),  Cholera,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup, 
Dysentery,  Erysipelas,  Malaria,  Measles,  Meningococcal  Infection, 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Para-typhoid  Fever,  Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever, 
Plague,  Pneumonia  (Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal),  Poliomyelitis 
(Paralytic  and  Non-paralytic),  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  Relapsing  Fever, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Small  Pox,  Tuberculosis,  Typhus  Fever  and  TV^hooping 
Cough. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  from  doctors  during  1957  was 
1,553,  compared  with  1,949  in  1956,  2,592  in  1955,  735  in  1954,  1,912 
in  1953  and  2,017  in  1952. 

Visits  .4Nn  Disinfections 

No  fewer  than  6,671  visits  and  re-visits  in  connection  with  the  super- 
vision of  Infectious  Diseases  were  made  by  the  Health  Visiting  Staff. 
Apart  from  disinfestation,  811  houses  (3,818  rooms)  were  disinfected. 
298  articles  were  removed  for  steam  disinfection. 

802  bottles  of  disinfectant  were  supplied  to  houses  where  infectious 
diseases  of  various  hinds  occurred  and  for  choked  drains  : 365  verminous 
houses  (669  rooms)  were  also  fumigated  by  the  Department  or  under  the 
.supervision  of,  and  with  materials  supplied  by  the  Department. 

Whooping  Cough  (Death-rate  0.010). 

401  cases  of  this  disease  were  discovered  or  notified  ; of  these  276  cases 
were  notified  by  doctors.  The  disease  was  less  prevalent  than  during  the 
previous  year,  when  542  cases  were  recorded.  The  yearly  average  for 
the  previous  five  years,  was  548  cases.  202  of  the  cases  were  under  school 
age  and  177  were  in  the  infants’  department  of  the  schools.  There  was 

1 death. 

Measles  (Death-rate  Nil) 

985  cases  were  recorded,  of  which  889  were  notified  by  doctors, 
compared  with  1,022  during  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a case-rate  of 
9.4  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  yearly  average  number  of  cases 
for  the  five-yearly  period  1952-1956  was  1,161  (case-rate  11.0).  Of  the 
985  recorded  cases  605  were  under  school  age  and  378  were  school 
children  (354  in  infants  departments).  There  were  no  deaths. 

German  Measles 

Although  this  is  not  a notifiable  disease,  all  such  cases  discovered 
among  school  children  are  reported  by  the  Education  Welfare  Officers. 

2 cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever  (Death-rate,  nil) 

The  incidence  of  this  disease  decreased  considerably  from  that  of 
1956,  117  cases  being  notified  compared  with  311  in  1956,  311  in  1955, 
96  in  1954,  167  in  1953  and  111  in  1952. 
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The  disease  was  of  a mild  type  and  no  deaths  occurred,  in  fact  there 
has  not  been  a death  from  Scarlet  Fever  in  Newport  since  1938. 

75  or  64.1  per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases  w'ere  removed  to  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospitals.  The  other  cases  were  home-nursed  at  the  parents’ 
spec-ial  request,  and  the  Department  satisfied  themselves  that  the  home 
(■ircumstances  were  favourable  for  proper  isolation  and  treatment. 

DiiuiTiiiiRi.i  AND  Membr.^nol's  Crodp  (Death-rate,  nil) 

No  cases  have  been  notified  for  the  sixth  year  in  succession.  In 
1951  there  were  2 cases  and  in  1950,  7 cases. 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever  (Death-rate,  nil) 

(Under  this  head  Para-Typhoid  A and  B are  also  included) 

0 notifications  of  Paratyphoid  B were  received  during  the  year.  All 
these  cases  occurred  in  the  same  family,  3 of  whom  were  admitted  to 
hospital. 

The  annual  average  number  of  cases  of  these  diseases  notified  during 
the  previous  five  years  was  7.4. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Death-rate,  nil) 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  was  notified  in  1957.  This  case 
occurred  in  the  midwive’s  district,  and  was  subsequently  removed  to 
hospital. 

Onset  occurred  on  the  3rd  day. 

The  system  of  infection  appeared  to  be  due  to  a domestic  upset  in 
the  household  of  the  patient. 

The  causal  organism  of  this  case  was  not  established. 
Poliomyelitis  (Death-rate,  nil) 

Fifteen  cases  of  Poliomyelitis,  [Paralytic  12  (9  males  and  3 females) 
and  Non-paralytic  3 (2  males  and  1 female)]  were  notified  during  1957 
all  occurriuo'  between  Mav  and  October. 

Fourteen  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  the  remaining 
cases  (Paralytic)  being  nursed  at  home. 

Twelve  cases  (Paralytic  9,  Non-paralytic  3)  concerned  children 
between  2 and  12  years  of  age,  and  3 cases  (all  paralytic)  occurred  in 
adults  between  27  and  35  years  of  age. 

The  cases  were  distributed  among  seven  of  the  twelve  wards  in  the 
Borough.  There  was  a history  of  contact  between  four  of  the  cases,  two 
occurring  in  one  family,  the  other  two  being  near  neighbours. 

Two  of  the  cases  concerned  children  temporarily  resident  in  the 
Borough  on  holiday,  one  having  come  from  the  London  area  and  the 
other  from  Canada. 

A distribution  map  was  maintained  of  cases  of  poliomyelitis  and 
these  were  marked  on  it  as  they  occurred. 

None  of  the  cases  notified  had  been  vaccinated  against  Poliomyelitis, 
but  three  cases  had  been  registered  for  vaccination. 

In  addition  to  the  15  notified  cases  13  suspected  cases  were  investi- 
gated and  found  subsequently  not  to  be  Poliomyelitis. 
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Food  Poisoning 

16  cases  of  Food  Poisoning'  were  notified  during  1957,  8 of  the  cases 
being  subsequently  admitted  to  hospital.  No  deaths  occurred.  The  cases 
were  distributed  among  10  of  the  12  wards  in  the  Borough,  the  most 
occurring  in  any  ward  being  5 cases. 

The  16  cases  were  made  up  of  1 outbreak  of  5 cases,  2 outbreaks  of  2 
cases  and  7 single  cases. 

Agents  Causing  Outbreaks 

Salmonella  enteritidis  ...  ...  6 (4  singles  cases — 1 outbreak  of  2 

cases). 

Salmonella  st.  paul  ...  ...  1 (single  case). 

Salmonella  typhimurium  ...  9 (2  single  cases — 1 outbreak  of  2 

cases  and  1 outbreak  of  5 cases) 

In  no  case  was  it  possible  to  ascertain  the  origin  and  preparation  of 
food  causing  illness. 

Uistribution  maps  were  maintained  of  cases  of  salmonella  typhimu- 
rium and  salmonella  enteritidis  and  these  were  marked  on  them  as  they 
occurred.  The  pattern  which  appeared  showed  a scatter  which  was 
completely  random  both  in  time  and  in  place.  The  conclusion  which  was 
drawn  was  that  these  cases  were  due  to  the  importation  of  infection  into 
the  town  from  outside  in  small  doses  in  imported  foodstuffs. 


Other  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

Notifications  of  other  Infectious  Diseases  received  during  the  year 
were  : — 


Acute  Encephalitis,  infective 
Acute  Encephalitis,  post-infectious 
Dysentery 
Erysipelas 

Malaria,  contracted  abroad 
Meningococcal  Infection 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pneumonia,  Influenzal 
Pneumonia,  Primary 


2 

1 

81 

6 

2 

2 

3 


cases 


J > 


25  ,, 


12 


TUBEECFLOSIS 

[Death-rate — ^All  Forms,  0.105  (Lungs  0.096,  Other  Forms  0.010)] 

The  figures  given  overleaf  show  the  death-rates  from  Pulmonary, 
Non-Pulmonary  and  “All  Forms”  of  Tuberculosis  in  Newport  and  in 
England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1957  and  for  a series  of  past  years  for 
comparison.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  1957  rates  for  Newport  for 
“Pulmonary,”  “Non-Pulmonary”  and  “All  Forms”  of  Tuberculosis 
were  higher  than  in  1956. 
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Tuberculosis  Deatli-rates  (per  1,000  of  Population) 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

ALL  FORMS 

Newport 

England 
& Wales 

Wales  & 
Mon’shire 

NEWPORT 

1923-27 

1.04 

0.22 

1.26 

• • • 

1928-32 

1.09 

0.17 

1.26 

1933-37 

0.862 

0.136 

0.998 

1938-42 

0.792 

0.062 

0-854 

1943-47 

0.772 

0.109 

0.881 

1948-52 

0.462 

0.043 

0.505 

... 

... 

1953 

0‘257 

0 038 

0-295 

0-20 

0 28 

1954 

0.143 

0.019 

0.162 

0.19 

0.26 

1955 

0-133 



0-133 

0-146 

0-22 

1956 

0-057 

— 

0-057 

0-121 

0-17 

1957. 

0-096 

0-010 

0-105 

0-11 

0-14 

N'otifications 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  fresh  cases  notified  each 


Year 

Lungs 

Other 

Forms 

Total 

1948 

114 

22 

136 

1949 

149 

25 

174 

1950 

129 

26 

155 

1951 

126 

12 

138 

1952 

132 

18 

150 

1953 

94 

11 

105 

1954 

117 

12 

129 

1955 

84 

8 

92 

1956 

76 

8 

84 

1957 

107 

8 

115 

Number  of  New  Cases  and  Number  of  Deaths  during  1957 
at  various  age  groups.  


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp’tory 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp’tory 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0— 

1— 

2 

2 

1 

5— 

3 

5 

1 

1 

15— 

12 

7 

• . 

2 

25— 

12 

10 

1 

• • • 

35— 

13 

6 

2 

45— 

10 

3 

1 

. « • 

55— 

12 

3 

1 

65  and  upwards 

7 

1 

3 

... 

1 

Total 

71 

36 

4 

4 

9 

1 

1 
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TrsERcuLosis  OF  Lungs 

Of  tlie  107  cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs  notified  in  1957,  103 
were  alive  in  Newport  at  the  end  of  the  year,  or  96.3  per  cent.,  compared 
with  96.1  per  cent,  in  1956,  95.2  per  cent,  in  1955,  94.0  per  cent,  in  1954, 
87.2  per  cent,  in  1953  and  95.5  per  cent,  in  1952. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Of  the  8 cases  notified  to  be  suffering  from  Non-Pulmonary  forms  of 
the  disease,  all  were  alive  in  Newport  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This 
compares  with  87.5  per  cent,  in  1956,  87.5  per  cent,  in  1955,  100.0  per 
cent,  in  1954,  81.8  per  cent,  in  1953  and  83.3  per  cent,  in  1952. 

As  to  notification  received  after  the  death  of  the  patient  in  1957  the 
percentage  was  0.7 ; in  1956,  nil;  in  1955,  nil;  in  1954,  nil;  in  1953,  2.9 
per  cent,  and  in  1952,  0.67  per  cent. 

Tuberculosis — All  Forms 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  ( all  forms)  on  the  Register 
at  the  Health  Department  at  the  end  of  the  year  was : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

602 

485 

. 1,087 

Non-Pulmonary 

45 

50 

95 

All  Forms 

647 

535 

. 1,182 

During  each  of  the  previous  five  years  the  number  of  cases  (all  forms) 
on  the  Register  was:  1956,  1,141;  1955,  1,128;  1954,  1,083;  1953,  1,072 
and  1952,  1,182. 


Occupations  of  Cases  Notified  During  the  Year 


Pulmonary 

N on-Pulmonary 

Totals  of 
Both 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

In-door  Occupations  ... 

22 

11 

1 

34 

Out-door  Occupations  . 
Partly  In-door  and 

13 

1 

14 

Partly  Out-door 

20 

20 

School  Children 

4 

4 

1 

1 

10 

Under  School  Age 

1 

4 

1 

6 

No  Occupation 

1 1 

17 

1 

2 

31 

Total 

71 

36 

4 

4 

115 

The  Returns  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board  (Tuberculosis 
Division)  show  the  number  of  admissions  of  tuberculous  patients 
to  Institutions  for  the  County  Borough  during  the  year : — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 

140  ...  6 ...  146 

compared  with  154  Pulmonary  and  11  Non-Pulmonary  in  1956. 
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B.C.G.  VACCINATION 


B.C.G.  vaccination  was  offered  during  the  autumn  term  to  all 
children  reaching  their  fourteenth  birthday  during  the  school  year  and 
it  is  interesting  to  compare  the  figures  with  those  for  previous  years. 


Suitimer  term  1955: 

Grammar  .school  children  reaching 

B.C.G. 

% 

TB  + 

% 

Total 

14th  birthday 

Autinnn  term  1955: 

188 

72.9 

70 

27.1 

258 

All  children  reaching  14th  birthday 
.4  K t u in  11  te  r m 1956: 

675 

79.1 

178 

20.9 

853 

All  children  reaching  14th  birthday 
Autumn  term  1957  : 

745 

81.4 

170 

18.6 

915 

All  children  reaching  14th  birthday 

911 

86.2 

146 

13.8 

1,057 

Total 

2,519 

81.7 

564 

18.3 

3,083 

This  programme  was  not  fully  implemented  until  the  autumn  term 
1955.  The  group  done  during  the  summer  term  1955  was  a pilot 
programme  to  ensure  the  smooth  performance  of  the  full  programme 
for  children  reaching  the  age  of  14  during  the  school  year  1955-56. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a rise  from  853  to  1,057  in  the 
numbers  coming  forward  for  tuberculin  testing  and  B.C.G.  vaccination 
during  the  three  years  in  which  the  full  programme  has  been  carried  out, 
indicating  that  the  procedure  is  being  accepted  by  the  parents.  It  will 
be  seen  also  that  there  has  been  a fall  in  the  number  of  children  found 
to  be  tuberculin  positive  from  20.9%  to  13.8%during  the  same  period, 
indicating  a fall  in  the  sources  of  tuberculous  infection.  If  the  result 
of  the  pilot  programme  is  included  the  fall  has  been  from  27.1%  to  13.8% 
but  this  result  is  not  strictly  comparable  partly  because  the  numbers 
were  much  smaller  and  more  important  because  the  children  were  eight 
months  older  than  subsequent  groups,  and  had  been  exposed  to  infection 
that  much  longer. 

It  is  as  well  that  B.C.G.  vaccination  has  at  last  been  accepted  in  this 
country,  as  without  it  the  removal  of  sources  of  tuberculous  infection, 
which  in  most  cases  produce  immunity  rather  than  disease  in  those 
exposed  to  the  infection,  would  have  produced  a population  increasingly 
susceptible  to  the  disease.  In  particular  the  compulsion  to  have  milk 
tuberculin  tested  or  pasteurised  removed  the  opportunity  to  have  what 
in  most  cases  was  a symptomless  but  immunising  infection. 

CoNT.\cx  Scheme — Circular  72/49  (Wales) 

A scheme  for  B.C.G.  Vaccination  was  initiated  during  1950  in 
conjunction  with  the  Chest  Physician.  One  session  each  week  is  allotted 
to  the  scheme.  The  individuals  vaccinated  were,  in  the  main,  contacts 
of  tuberculosis  or  persons  who  would  benefit  from  such  vaccination. 

(i)  No.  skin  tested  ...  ...  ...  408 

(ii)  No.  found  negative  ...  ...  345 

(iii)  No.  vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  319 
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Figures  in  age  groups  of  those  vaccinated : — 


Males 

Females 

Totals 

0 — 5 years  . . . 

85 

...  83  ... 

168 

5 — 10  „ ... 

43 

...  41  ... 

84 

10  — 15  „ ... 

20 

...  27  ... 

47 

15  — 25  „ 

5 

...  11  ... 

16 

Over  25  ,, 

— 

4 ... 

4 

All  ages 

...  153 

...  166  ... 

319 

TUBERCULIN  TESTING 

Tuberculin  testing  was  offered  during  the  year  to  all  children 
reaching  their  sixth  and  tenth  birthdays  during  the  school  year  and  it 
is  interesting  to  compare  the  figures  with  those  for  the  previous  year. 


TB- 

% 

TB  + 

% 

Total 

1956 : 

Children  reaching  6th  birthday  . . . 

781 

96.4 

29 

3.6 

810 

1957 : 

Children  reaching  6th  birthday  . . . 

910 

96.6 

32 

3.4 

942 

Total 

1,691 

96.5 

61 

3.5 

1,752 

1956 : 

Children  reaching  10th  birthday 

1,073 

88.8 

135 

11.2 

1,208 

1957 : 

Children  reaching  10th  birthday 

1,285 

90.5 

135 

9.5 

1,420 

Total 

2,358 

89.7 

270 

10.3 

2,628 

This  programme  was  implemented  in  1956. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a rise  from  810  to  942  among  six 
year  olds  and  1,208  to  1,420  among  ten  year  olds  during  the  two  years 
in  which  the  programme  has  been  carried  out,  indicating  that  the 
procedure  is  being  accepted  by  the  parents.  It  will  be  seen  also  that 
there  has  been  a fall  in  the  number  of  children  found  to  be  tuberculin 
positive  from  3.6%  to  3.4%  among  six  year  olds  and  11.2%  to  9.5% 
among  ten  year  olds  during  the  same  period,  indicating  a fall  in  the 
sources  of  tuberculous  infection. 

The  tuberculin  positive  children  were  given  a chest  X-ray.  No  cases 
of  tuberculosis  were  found  in  either  age  group.  Tuberculin  testing  is  a 
much  cheaper  and  more  efficient  way  of  finding  cases  of  tuberculosis 
than  mass  X-ray,  as  it  makes  it  unnecessary  to  X-ray  any  b\xt  the 
tuberculin  positive  cases. 

The  availability  of  the  Static  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit 
made  it  possible  to  X-ray  also  the  contacts  of  those  tuberculin  positive 
children. 
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Mass  Kadiography — Mobile  Units 

Arrangements  have  been  made  in  different  parts  of  the  countr}'^  to 
examine  by  means  of  mass  radiography,  groups  of  office,  shop  and  factory 
workers,  for  signs  of  tuberculosis  and  other  chest  abnormalities.  In 
Wales,  this  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  of 
the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Surveys  of  various  Industrial  concerns  were  carried  out  at  Newport 
during  1957  when  6,733  persons  were  examined.  81  of  these  cases  were 
referred  to  the  Chest  Physician  for  further  investigation  with  the 
following  results ; — 14  were  found  to  be  definite  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
cases,  36  were  healed  cases,  1 required  further  observation,  19  had  other 
pulmonary  abnormalities,  and  6 cases  were  found  to  be  normal.  In 
addition  to  the  above  cases  179  persons  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
other  abnormalities. 


Tuberculosis  After-Care 

I am  indebted  to  Hr.  M.  I.  Jackson,  Chest  Physician,  for  the 
following  information. 

In  the  County  Borough  of  Newport  during  1957  there  were  105  cases 
of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  9 cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis 
diagnosed  making  a total  of  114.  This  is  an  increase  of  27  compared 
with  1956.  It  corresponds  with  the  first  year  of  the  operating  of  the 
Static  Mass  Radiography  Unit  where  11,782  cases  were  X-rayed.  Of 
these,  62  were  found  to  have  respiratory  tuberculosis.  The  increase  in 
tuberculosis  could  be  due  to  the  effort  of  the  Static  Mass  Radiography 
Service.  581  new  contacts  were  seen  and  319  B.C.G.  vaccinations  given. 
1,118  old  contacts  were  seen  and  586  contacts  X-rayed  at  the  Static  Unit. 

As  noted  last  year,  further  emphasis  has  been  made  on  contact 
examination  and  during  1957  two  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were 
found  in  contacts. 

The  chronic  case  still  remains  a worry  especially  as  it  is  a type  of 
case  difficult  to  treat  with  chemotherapy  owing  to  the  lack  of  response 
and  the  danger  of  production  of  resistant  types  of  tubercle  bacilli.  I 
think  it  is  very  necessary  and  essential  that  these  cases  should  have 
some  periods  in  hospital  for  assessment  as  to  the  possibility  of  their  being 
made  bacillus  free. 

There  is  continued  liasion  with  the  National  Assistance  Board, 
National  Insurance  and  Ministry  of  Labour  in  the  after  care  and 
rehabilitation  of  a number  of  tuberculosis  patients. 

It  can  be  said  that  the  outlook  for  any  person  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  is  good  and  return  to  work  with  good  health  is  something 
reasonable  to  look  forward  to,  but  as  the  disease  can  be  preventable  it 
is  essential  that  the  Service  should  be  progressively  efficient  and  not  be 
lax  in  the  search  for  infection  and  disease. 

The  Chest  Service  besides  functioning  for  the  prevention,  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  works  in  the  field  of  other  chest  diseases 
and  the  problem  of  non-tuberculous  chest  diseases  is  still  very  much 
unsolved  and  their  effect  on  the  community  can  be  as  disabling  and 
uneconomic  as  Tuberculosis  was  in  the  “old”  days. 
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NEWPORT  CORPORATION  MORTUARY 


Mortuary  Statistics 


Average  previous 
10  years 

1956 

1957 

Bodies  removed  to  Mortuary 

83.6 

93 

97 

Number  of  Post-Mortems 

73.7 

86 

85 

Inquests  re  above 

23.5 

20 

24 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOROUGH  PUBLIC 

ANALYST, 

Dr.  G.  V.  JAMES,  M.B.E.,  M.sc.,  f. 

R.I.e. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1957 
which  is  considered  under  the  same  headings  as  my  previous  annual 
reports. 

Foon  AND  Drugs  Act,  1955 

During  the  year  a total  of  505  samples  were  examined  of  which  205 
were  informal  trial  samples.  This  total  is  an  increase  of  57  samples 
over  the  total  for  1956. 

Milk 

302  samples  of  milk  were  taken  in  course  of  sale  to  the  public,  four 
of  which  were  adulterated . 

The  average  composition  of  the  milk  samples  was  satisfactory  giving 
results  as  under  : — 

EAT  3.65%,  SOLIDS  NOT  EAT  8.69%,  TOTAL  SOLIDS  12.34%. 
The  remaining  203  samples  comprised  a wide  variety  of  foods,  beverages 
and  medical  preparations  which  have  been  classified,  for  convenience, 
as  follows  : — 

Dairy  Products  including  Ice-Cream  and  Ice  Lollies 

60  samples  of  butter,  margarine,  lard,  cheese,  tinned  cream  and  ice 
cream  were  submitted  during  the  year  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

Meat  and  Fish  Products  and  Pastes 

24  samples  of  beef  and  pork  sausages,  meat  pies,  fish  and  meat 
pastes,  tinned  fish  etc.,  were  examined. 

One  meat  pie  contained  a beetle  of  the  variety  calandra — an  insect 
which  often  infests  warehouses  and  flour  stores ; a sample  of  black 
pudding  contained  a piece  of  string  and  a sample  of  cockles  were 
insufficiently  boiled  as  it  was  found  the  fish  contained  much  undigested 
food  material  and  unexpelled  faeces. 
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Wines,  Spirits  and  Soft  Drink  Preparations 

38  samples  of  beers,  wines,  spirits  and  soft  drinks  preparations 
including  tea,  coffee  etc.,  were  received  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Cereal  and  Farinaceous  Products 

18  samples  of  bread  and  confectionery,  fruit  pies,  custard  powders, 
cake  mixtures  and  other  similar  products  were  received  and  three  samples 
of  bread  were  not  satisfactory  as  one  sample  contained  shreds  of  tobacco 
and  the  other  contained  dirt  from  the  machinery  in  the  bakehouse. 

Jam,  Preserves,  Table  Jellies,  Dried  Fruits  etc. 

17  samples  of  this  class  of  product  were  examined  and  they  all 
conformed  with  various  requirements  of  purity,  etc. 

Salad  Cream,  Spices,  Sauces  and  Vinegar 

23  samples  of  spices,  sauces,  condiments  and  vinegar  were  received 
during  the  year  and  all  were  of  good  quality. 

Drugs 

Two  samples  of  drugs  were  received  and  these  conformed  with  the 
requirements  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  or  with  the  declarations  on 
the  label. 

Miscellaneous 

21  samples  of  unclassified  foods  and  food  containers  were  submitted 
and  included  milk  bottles,  canned  fruits  and  vegetables  etc.,  and  of  this 
total,  four  were  considered  to  be  adulterated  and  included  two  samples 
of  imported  tomatoes  which  showed  considerable  metallic  contamination. 

Adulterated  Samples 

A total  of  14  samples  were  adulterated,  this  being  2.77%,  a decrease 
of  5.03%  compared  with  1956.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  low  figure  will 
be  improved  upon  or  at  least  maintained  by  continued  interests  on  the 
part  of  the  public  in  matters  pertaining  to  food. 

Milk  Bottles 

Two  bottles  contained  concrete,  pieces  of  rubber  washer  etc.,  but 
there  appears  to  have  been  some  improvement  during  this  year  as 
compared  with  former  years  on  account  of  the  numbers  of  bottles 
submitted. 

Milk 

Only  four  adulterated  samples  have  been  received  during  the  year, 
the  adulteration  mainly  being  fat  deficiencies.  The  rate  of  adulteration 
at  1.32%  is  the  lowest  for  many  years  and  again  it  is  hoped  that  it  will 
be  maintained  especially  as  there  is  no  need  for  adulteration  to  occur. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926 

During  the  year  24  samples  were  submitted  to  me  in  my  capacity  as 
Official  Agricultural  Analyst  to  the  Borough  and  none  showed  any 
irregularities. 
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Water  Examination 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  are  regularly  made  on 
the  sources  of  water  supply  to  the  Borough  and  a satisfactory  standard 
of  purity  is  maintained. 

As  the  raw  water  at  Talybont  has  a marked  plumbo-solvency,  treat- 
ment is  given  to  prevent  this  and  periodic  tests  are  made  on  the  treated 
water  to  ensure  that  this  treatment  is  satisfactory.  It  is  confirmed  that 
my  tests  show  that  the  treatment  is  effective. 

Sewage  Disposal 

Periodic  samples  of  effluent  are  received  from  the  Hartridge  and 
Pillmawr  sewage  treatment  plants.  The  results  are  all  good  and  the 
recommended  standard  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal 
is  usually  maintained. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

A valuable  set  of  records  is  being  obtained  from  stations  set  up  in 
the  Borough  by  local  firms,  nationalised  industries  and  our  own 
Authority. 

These  results  have  been  summarised  in  Tables  I and  II.  Table  I 
g'ives  the  quantity  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  milligrammes  per  day  collected 
in  the  special  lead  peroxide  candles  which  are  used  to  collect  the 
substance. 

It  will  be  seen  that  a site  in  Corporation  Road  and  a site  at  Standard 
Telephones  are  consistently  bad  due  to  the  effects  of  industrial  pollution 
whilst  the  other  sites  do  show  the  effects  of  domestic  pollution  and  long 
range  industrial  pollution. 

Table  II  shows  the  total  amount  of  solids,  both  soluble  and  insoluble, 
deposited  at  a particular  site  and  returned  in  units  of  tons  per  square 
mile. 

Once  again  the  industrial  sites  are  the  worst  but  deposition  of  solids 
does  run  parallel  to  rainfall  hence  freak  results  may  occur  after  a dry 
spell. 

None  of  the  results  obtained  here  is  as  bad  as  the  results  obtained 
in  many  other  industrial  areas,  but  none  the  less,  in  my  opinion,  the 
figures  can  be  improved  upon. 

It  will  be  seen  that  all  of  our  stations  lie  on  the  east  side  of  the 
River  Usk  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  establishment  of  further  stations 
should  be  considered  and  placed  on  the  west  side  of  the  river. 

I should  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  their  staffs;  Mr. 
Middle  (the  Borough  Engineer)  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Guild  (the  Manager  and 
Engineer  of  the  Water  Department)  and  their  staffs  for  such  valuable 
co-operation  throughout  the  year. 


Sulphur  Dioxide  in  Milligrammes  per  day 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  AND 
KINDRED  ACTS  AND  REGULATIONS. 


Summary  of  Samples  Taken,  with  Results 


(Aj  INFORMAL 


Description  of  Sample  No.  taken  Result 


Milk  Products — 73 

Cream 

2 

Genuine 

]kitter 

8 

> f 

Cheese 

1 

> f 

Milk 

62 

1 Sample  36.6%  deficient  in  fat; 
61  Genuine. 

Drugs — 2 

Milk  of  Magnesia 

1 

Genuine 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

1 

> > 

Potted  Meat, 

Fish,  Etc. — 8 

Tinned  tomatoes 

1 

Genuine 

Potted  salmon 

1 

Cockles 

1 

In  the  Analyst’s  opinion  the  cockles 
had  been  insufficiently  boiled. 

Meat  paste 

2 

Genuine 

Fish  paste 

1 

Tomato  puree 

1 

f9 

Sahiion 

1 

99 

Spices  and  Condiments — 14 

Mint  sauce 

2 

Genuine 

Tomato  sauce 

1 

9 9 

Pickled  cabbage 

1 

99 

Ground  ginger 

1 

99 

Cinnamon 

1 

99 

Sage  and  onion  stuffing 

1 

99 

Pepper 

2 

99 

Horseradish 

1 

99 

Celery  salt 

1 

99 

Gravy  salt 

2 

99 

Spice 

1 

99 
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(A)  INFORMAL — continued 


Description  of  Sample  No.  taken  Result 


Beverages — 14 

British  sherry 

1 

Genuine 

Coffee 

1 

>> 

Tea 

8 

>9 

Malt  extract 

3 

99 

Cordial 

I 

9 9 

Pudding  Stuffs — 18 

Custard  powder 

3 

Genuine 

Cornflour 

I 

9) 

Sago 

I 

9 9 

Tapioca 

1 

99 

Blancmange 

4 

99 

Table  cream 

1 

Flour 

5 

Lemon  pie  filling 

1 

99 

Semolina 

1 

99 

Ice  Cream — 43 

Ice-cream 

43 

Genuine 

Sundries,  etc — 23 

Jelly 

1 

Genuine 

Golden  raising  powder 

1 

Baking  powder 

3 

Meat  extract 

2 

Margarine 

1 

Marmalade 

1 

J am 

1 

Suet 

I 

Currants 

1 

Fruit  pie 

1 

Powdered  soup 

1 

Peas 

1 

Mixed  fruit 

1 

Meat  extract  cubes 

1 

Sultanas 

1 

Raisins 

2 

Mincement 

2 

Biscuits 

1 

9 9 
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(B)  FOEMAL 


Description  of  Sample  No.  taken  Result 


Milk  

240 

3 adulterated ; 10  abnormal ; 227 
satisfactory. 

Beer 

10 

Genuine 

Whisky 

4 

Rum 

3 

Gin  

2 

Brandy 

2 

Jelly 

5 

} 9 

Tomato  Ketcdiup 

2 

9 9 

Mtistard 

4 

Pork  Sausage 

9 

9) 

Beef  Sausage 

2 

99 

Margarine 

1 

Fish  Paste 

3 

9 9 

Meat  Paste 

1 

9 9 

Tomato  Puree 

1 

9 9 

Butter 

2 

Jam 

4 

99 

Flour 

2 

9 9 

Curry  Powder 

2 

9 9 

Dressed  Crah 

1 

9 9 

(C)  FOODSTUFFS  SOLD  TO  THE  PUBLIC  AND  COMPLAINTS 
RECEIVED  FROM  PURCHASERS. 


Description  of  Sample  No.  taken  Result 


1 . Submitted  to  Public 
Analyst 

Tinned  tomatoes 

2 

Adulterated 

Sliced  bread 

2 

Adulterated 

Black  pudding 

1 

Adulterated 

Tinned  peas 

1 

Genuine 

Loaf  of  bread 

1 

Adulterated 

Meat  pie 

1 

Adulterated 

Milk  bottles 

2 

Adulterated 

2.  Not  Submitted  to 

Public  Analyst 

Millc  bottles 

10 

Adulterated 

Bread 

5 

Adulterated 

Cake 

1 

Adulterated 

Tea  cakes 

2 

Adulterated 

Fruit  drops 

1 

Adulterated 

Chelsea  bun 

1 

Adulterated 

Bottle  of  squash 

1 

Genuine 
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Grand  Total  Formal  Informal  Total 


Number  of  “Samples” 

300 

226 

526 

Number  Genuine 

297 

195 

492 

Number  Adulterated 

3 

31 

34 

Percentage  Adulterated 

1.0 

13.71 

6.46 

Result  of  the  Analysis  of  302  samples  of  milk  : — 


Article 
Submitted 
for  Analysis 

Result  of  Analysis,  showing  whether 
the  Sample  was  Genuine  or  Adul- 
terated, and  if  Adulterated  what 
was  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
Adulteration. 

Observations 

288  Milk 

Conform  to  the  requirements  of  the 
“ Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1939.” 

1 Milk  No.  41. 

3.53%  deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat. 

Freezing  point  showed  milk  to 
be  of  abnormal  composition. 
Genuine. 

1 Milk  No.  46. 

3.3%  deficient  in  Fat.  4.12% 
deficient  in  Solids,  not  Fat. 

-• 

1 Milk  No.  85. 

6.7%  deficient  in  Fat.  2.35% 
deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat. 

Freezing  point  showed  no  water 
had  been  added.  Adulterated. 
See  Samples  Nos.  98  and  99. 

1 Milk  No.  86. 

0.58%'  deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat. 

Freezing  point  showed  milk  to 
be  of  abnormal  composition. 
Genuine. 

1 Milk  No.  98. 

1.76%  deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat. 

1 Milk  No.  99. 

13.3%  deficient  in  Fat. 

1 Milk  No.  119. 

8.33%  deficient  in  Fat. 

Further  sample  proved  satis- 
factory. 

1 Milk  No.  155. 

4.12%  deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat. 

Freezing  point  showed  milk  to 
be  of  abnormal  composition. 
Genuine. 

1 Milk  No.  161. 

1.17%  deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat. 

M 

1 Milk  No.  268. 

0.58%  deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat. 

M 

1 Milk  No.  269. 

1.76%  deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat. 

1 Milk  No.  270. 

1.76%  deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat. 

1 Milk  No.  271. 

2.35%  deficent  in  Solids  not  Fat. 

1 Milk  No.  93. 

36.6%  deficient  in  Fat. 

Informal  sample. 
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Prosecutions  for  Breaches  of  Law 


(A)  Breaches  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 


Date 

Article 

Sample  No. 

Infringement 

Result 

6/2/57 

Bread 

15 

Contained  shreds  of 

Fined  £5  plus  £2  15s. 

tobacco  leaf. 

Analyst’s  fee. 

1/5/57 

Milk 

99 

13.3%  deficient  in  Fat. 

Fined  £2  plus  28s. 

Analyst’s  fee. 

6/2/57 

Bread 

16 

Contained  black  streaks 

Fined  £3  plus  £2  1 5s. 

and  soft  black  masses. 

Analyst’s  fee  and  £2 

costs. 

18/9/57 

Milk  Bottle 

1 16 

Contained  concrete. 

Fined  £5. 

(B)  Other  than  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act — Nil. 

(C)  Offences  Not  Prosecuted 


Date 

Article 

Sample  No. 

Infringement 

Remarks 

1 . Submitte 

d to  PiibHc 

Analyst. 

4/2/57 

Tinned 

13 

Poor  canning  and  poor 

A further  sample  proved 

Tomatoes 

14 

selection  of  fruit 

which  lead  to  dete- 
rioration. 

to  be  satisfactory. 

12/3/57 

Black 

Pudding 

29 

Contained  a piece  of  6- 
ply  string. 

The  Analyst  did  not  con- 
sider this  string  harm- 
ful although  it  is  not 
desirable. 

3/5/57 

Loaf  of 
Bread 

55 

Contained  soft  black 
masses,  identified  as 
dough  containing  iron 
and  dirt. 

The  complainant  did  not 
wish  legal  proceedings 
to  be  instituted.  The 
matter  was  taken  up 
with  the  manufacturer. 

11/9/57 

Meat  Pie 

108 

Small  insect  adhering  to 
crust. 

Matter  taken  up  with 
manufacturer. 

8/4/57 

2.  Not  Subm 

Milk  Bottle 

itted  to  Anal 

72 

yst. 

Contained  a piece  of 
rubber. 

In  the  Analysts’s  opinion 
this  was  an  adultera- 
tion although  harmless. 

4/2/57 

Milk  Bottle 

— 

Contained  a foil  cap. 

Referred  to  the  Authority 
in  whose  area  the  milk 
was  bottled. 

1 1/2/57 

Milk  Bottle 

Contained  a pin. 

Investigated  — insuffi- 
cient evidence  available 
to  institute  proceed- 
ings. 
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C.  Offences  Not  Prosecuted  (continued) 


Date 

Article 

Sample  No. 

Infringement 

Remarks 

15/2/57 

Milk  Bottle 

— 

Contained  a foil  cap. 

Referred  to  the  Authority 
in  whose  area  the  milk 
was  bottled. 

29/3/57 

Milk  Bottle 

— 

Contained  a foil  cap. 

Referred  to  the  Authority 
in  whose  area  the  milk 
was  bottled. 

1/4/57 

Loaf  of 
Bread 

— 

Contained  a metal 
object. 

No  proceedings — manu- 
facturer warned. 

5/4/57 

Milk  Bottle 

— 

Contained  a foil  cap. 

Referred  to  the  Authority 
in  whose  area  the  milk 
was  bottled. 

11/4/57 

Loaf  of 
Bread 

Contained  a beetle. 

Complainant  did  not  wish 
legal  proceedings  j;o  be 
instituted.  Bakehouse 
inspected;  advice  given 
to  manufacturer. 

li/5/51 

Milk  Bottle 

— 

Contained  a foil  cap. 

Referred  to  the  Authority 
in  whose  area  the  milk 
was  bottled. 

27/5/57 

Milk  Bottle 

Contained  a sediment. 

Complainant  had  emptied 
out  the  contents  and 
washed  the  bottle  be- 
fore the  sediment  was 
seen  — therefore  it 
would  have  been  diffi- 
cult for  the  Analyst  to 
certify  whether  or  not 
the  sediment  was 

sterile  when  the  milk 
was  in  the  bottle.  No 
proceedings. 

31/5/57 

Cake 

— 

Contained  a piece  of 
glass. 

No  proceedings — matter 
taken  up  with  manu- 
facturer. 

i/1/51 

Loaf  of 
Bread 

Contained  a beetle. 

Complainant  did  not  wish 
legal  proceedings  to  be 
instituted.  Matter 

taken  up  with  manu- 
facturer. 

2/8/57 

Tea  cakes 

— 

Contained  grubs. 

No  proceedings.  Repre- 
sentatives of  the 

manufacturers  were 
interviewed. 

6/9/57 

Milk  Bottle 

— 

Contained  a piece  of 
glass. 

No  proceedings.  Proces- 
sors cautioned. 

27/9/57 

Milk  Bottle 

— 

Contained  a foil  cap. 

No  proceedings.  Matter 
taken  up  with  proces- 
sors. 
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C.  Offences  Not  Prosecute  (continued) 


Date 

Article 

Sample  No. 

Infringement 

Remarks 

1/10/57 

Milk  Bottle 

— 

Contained  a foil  cap. 

No  proceedings.  Matter 
taken  up  with  proces- 
sors. 

21/10/57 

Tea  cake 

— 

Contained  a piece  of 
stone. 

No  proceedings.  Advice 
given  to  manufacturers. 

6/11/57 

Loaf  of 
Bread 

— 

Contained  a dark  stain 
which  proved  to  be 
mineral  oil. 

No  proceedings.  Matter 
taken  up  with  manu- 
facturer. 

14/11/57 

Loaf  of 
Bread 

— 

Contained  a piece  of 
sacking. 

No  proceedings.  Matter 
taken  up  with  manu- 
facturer. 

30/11/57 

Chelsea  Bun 

— 

Contained  a beetle. 

No  proceedings.  Advice 
given  to  manufacturer. 

18/12/57 

Fruit  Drops 

Contained  a wasp. 

No  proceedings.  Matter 
taken  up  with  manu- 
facturer. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  Order  1954 

Tliis  Order  included  Newport  in  Area  No.  7 and  makes  compulsory 
the  use  of  special  designations  for  retail  sales  of  milk  within  the  Borougli. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table,  177  samples  of  Designated 
milks  have  been  submitted  for  examination.  2 were  found  to  be 
“ unsatisfactory.”  These  unsatisfactory  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk 
were  processed  outside  the  borough  and  were  referred  to  the  Authority 
in  whose  area  the  milk  was  processed. 


Designation  of  Milk 

No.  of 

Result  of  Examination 

Samples 

taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Sterilised 

23 

23 

Pasteurised 

Tuberculin  Tested 

118 

116 

2 

(Pasteurised)  

36 

36 

— 

177 

175 

2 

Milk  Examined  for  Tuberculosis 

4 samples  of  Milk  were  taken  for  the  inoculation  test  for  the 
presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli,  all  of  which  gave  negative  results  to 
tuberculosis. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  several  of  the  samples  of  “ Tuberculin 
Tested  ” milk  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for 
bacteriological  examination  are  subjected  to  the  guinea  pig  inoculation 
test  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 
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Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  Etc.)  Eegulations  1947  and  1952 

45  samples  were  examined  during  the  year.  Of  these  40  were 
regarded  as  satisfactory;  but  5 reduced  the  methylene  blue  in  2 hours 
or  less. 

The  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1953 

43  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

Food  Inspection 

8,084  inspections  and  visits  have  been  made  to  some  20  different 
classes  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  and/or  exposed  for 
sale.  It  was  necessary  to  serve  157  notices  regarding  unsatisfactory 
conditions. 

Shell  Fish 

There  are  no  shell  fish  beds  or  layings  within  the  Borough  or  Port  of 
Newport. 

Public  Slaughterhouse 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  1957  was  43,872 
including  4,647  beasts,  22,738  calves,  10,113  pigs,  26,839  sheep  and 
lambs  compared  with  an  average  of  31,450  for  the  five  years  1910-14, 
43,751  for  the  years  1951-1955  and  with  37,635  for  the  year  1956. 

Private  Slaughterhouse 

36,274  Pigs  and  14  Sheep  were  slaughtered  at  the  bacon  factory 
situated  at  Maesglas. 

Condemned  Foods 

112,251f  lbs. — approximately  50  tons — of  various  foods  were  con- 
demned and  surrendered  for  destruction  or  “ conversion  ” during  the 
year.  The  greater  part  of  these  foods  consisted  of  meat,  of  which  88,198| 
lbs.  were  condemned.  The  remainder  included:  Fish,  191  lbs.,  tinned 
foods,  19,578J  lbs. ; and  various  4,284  lbs. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 


Apart  from  assisting  in  various  National  Movements,  when  a large 
amount  of  valuable  information  is  disseminated  through  the  medium  of 
the  Press,  a considerable  amount  of  specialised  Educational  and  Propa- 
ganda work  has  continued  to  be  done  locally. 

An  annual  contribution  is  made  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education,  whereby  the  services  of  that  organisation  are  available  and 
are  utilised. 

500  copies  of  the  monthly  journal  “ Better  Health  ” has  been 
distributed  each  month — chiefly  to  Schools,  Doctors’  and  Dentists’ 
surgeries,  and  Hairdressers’  saloons. 


G8 


Over  14,0UU  leaflets  on  “ Diphtheria  Immunisation,”  “ Vaccina- 
tion,” ” Tuberculosis  ” and  “ B.C.G.  Vaccination  ” were  left  at  homes 
wherever  required  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  their  routine 
visits  and  also  distributed  to  the  Welfare  Centres.  In  addition,  posters 
“ Is  it  a Smokers  Cough?”  and  ” To  all  Smokers  ” were  sent  to  the 
industrial  firms  and  ones  dealing  with  ” Hygiene  ” and  “ Accidents  ” 
to  Welfare  Centres.  Suitable  health  literature  has  been  available  at  the 
Piiblic  Libraries. 

Exhibition  stands  are  displayed  in  the  Entrance  Halls  of  the  Civic 
Centre  and  Health  Department.  The  topic  is  changed  periodically  and 
suitable  literature  placed  on  the  stands  for  the  use  of  the  general  public. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  E.  Guild,  B.Sc., 
Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Water  Department, 
information. 

M.Inst.C.E.  the 
for  the  following 

Reservoirs  of  the  Corporation 

Capacity 
Million  Gallons 

Ynysyfro 

71 

Ynysyfro  Subsiding 

35 

Pantyreos 

...  145 

Wentwood 

..  410 

Talybont 

...  2,568 

Total 

...  3,229 

The  extensions  of  mains  for  the  year  was  3.33  miles. 

The  water  supply  throughout  the  area  was  satisfactory  both  in  respect 
of  quality  and  quantity. 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  were  made  periodically  on 
all  the  sources  of  supply  and  supplies  from  each  treatment  plant.  Typical 
results  from  filtered  water  analyses  are  given  herewith  and  the  tests 
showed  that  a high  standard  of  purity  was  maintained. 

The  Talybont  water  was  treated  to  obviate  any  risk  of  plumbo- 
solvency,  by  lime  treatment  at  the  Purification  Plant.  Regular  tests  are 
carried  out  at  the  plant  to  ensure  that  the  correct  dosage  is  applied  and 
periodical  tests  carried  out  on  the  treated  water,  to  ensure  that  the  treat- 
ment is  satisfactory. 

There  is  nothing  to  report  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination 
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The  number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains  : — 

(a)  Direct  to  houses  (including  outside  areas)  ...  ...  31,866 

(b)  By  means  of  standpipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Population  served  (including  outside  areas)  ...  ...  ...  118,000 

EXAMINATION  OF  FILTERED  WATERS 


(expressed  in  parts  per  million) 


Wentwood 

Talybont 

Pantyreos 

Ynysyfro 

Total  Solids  ... 

130 

90 

186 

245 

Suspended  Matter 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Chlorine  as  Chloride  ... 

12 

1 1 

10 

9 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  ... 

0.8 

0.9 

0.9 

1.1 

Nitrites 

0.001 

0.002 

0.001 

0.001 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.03 

Nil 

0.06 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.05 

0.04 

0.06 

0.10 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

0.001 

0.3 

0.4 

0.5 

Total  Hardness  as  Calcium 
Carbonate 

45 

45 

125 

140 

Temporary  Hardness  do. 

31 

29 

97 

115 

Permanent  Hardness  do. 

16 

18 

28 

25 

Poisonous  Metals 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

pH  Value 

7.2 

7.6 

7.4 

7.4 

Colour 

Clear  and 

Clear  and 

Clear  and 

Clear  and 

Organisms  grown  on  Agar  p.ml. 
in  48  hours  at  37°  C. 

Colourless 

6 

Colourless 

6 

Colourless 

4 

Colourless 

1 

Organisms  grown  on  Agar  p.ml. 
in  72  hours  at  22°  C. 

1 

7 

5 

5 

Coliform  Organisms  Count  per 
1 00  ml. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Faecal  Coli  Count  per  100  ml. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 


There  are  three  such  places  in  Newport : — 

The  Two  Corporation  Baths. — The  Baths  on  Stow  Hill  consist 
of  two  swimming  baths  each  of  55,000  gallons  capacity.  The 
Swimming  Baths  at  Maindee  also  consist  of  two  swimming  baths — 
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one  large  and  one  small — having  a total  capacity  of  230,000  gallons. 
The  water  at  both  Maindee  and  Stow  Hill  Public  Baths  is  purified 
by  a rapid  pressure  filter  system  in  which  an  alkali  and  Sulphate  of 
Alumina  are  added  according  to  the  bathing  load.  At  Maindee  there 
are  precleansing  showers  whilst  at  Stow  Hill,  showers  and  foot-baths  are 
provided  for  all  patrons  before  entering  the  bath. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  every  endeavour  is  made  to  keep  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  In  addition  to  the  Swimming 
Baths  there  are  at  the  Stow  Hill  premises  10  Slipper  Baths,  4 Foam  Baths 
and  the  necessary  equipment  for  treatment  by  Ultra-Violet  Rays,  and  at 
the  Maindee  premises  8 Slipper  Baths. 

The  water  is  subject  to  continuous  filtration  with  a complete  turn- 
over of  the  water  of  each  bath  every  4 hours.  It  is  treated  with  chemicals 
to  remove  all  organic  impurities  and  suspended  matter,  which  is  retained 
on  the  top  of  the  filter,  and  removed  to  the  drains  by  reversing  the  flow. 

After  the  filtrate  leaves  the  filter  it  has  a special  injection  of  Chlorine 
Gas  which  gives  a sterile  agent  to  the  water,  which  ensures  safe  bathing 
to  the  public. 

Allt-yr-tn  Park  Swimming  Pool  is  an  open-air  swimming  bath  of 
200,000  gallons  capacity.  A Paterson’s  Plant  for  filtration  and  chlorina- 
tion has  been  installed;  it  deals  with  30,000  gallons  of  water  per  hour  and 
the  water  is  clarified,  cleansed  and  chlorinated.  Fresh  water,  which  is 
obtained  from  local  springs,  is  added  daily  to  the  Bath.  The  water  is 
completely  changed  every  month. 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  ENTRANTS  TO 
THE  CORPORATION  SERVICE,  ETC. 

388  persons  have  been  medically  examined  during  the  year, 
involving  396  examinations  and  medical  reports.  The  examinations  were 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  the  Corporation’s  Superannuation  Scheme.  Of 
295  candidates  examined  for  service,  13  of  them,  or  4.4  per  cent.,  were 
rejected. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Four  rodent  operators  are  employed  full-time  by  the  Corporation,  two 
of  whom  are  engaged  on  the  maintenance  baiting  of  sewers.  The  im- 
provement brought  about  through  the  persistent  efforts  made  to  reduce 
the  rat  population  has  been  maintained. 

6,745  baits  were  laid  in  Town  and  Port  and  2,134  sewer  manholes 
were  baited.  The  bodies  of  1,287  rats  were  recovered. 

As  a systematic  policy.  Post-mortem  and  Bacteriological  examina- 
tions are  made  of  batches  of  rats  found  on  board  ship  after  fumigation. 

The  following  tables  summarise  the  work  done  and  the  results 
achieved  during  the  year ; — 

Urban  (Surface  Premises) : 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,920 

Number  of  Poison  Baits  laid  ...  ...  ...  5,460 

Number  of  Rats  killed  ...  ...  ...  ...  305 
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Poet  : 

Number  of  Poison  Baits  laid — 2,725 
Number  of  Rats  killed  (bodies  recovered)  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Where  killed 

Brown 

96 

219 

315 

Ashore 

Black 

51 

86 

137 

On  Ship 

147 

305 

452 

(The  Rat-catcher  employed  by  the  British  Transport  Commission 
destroyed  356  rats  on  Dock  Premises,  in  addition  to  the  figures  quoted 
above.) 

Total  Rats  Destroyed  (bodies  recovered)  : — 

Urban:  Surface  premises  ...  ...  ...  305 

Sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 

Port : ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  808 


1,287 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS 


Dwelling-Houses 

During  the  calendar  year  a nett  increase  of  720  took  place  in  the 
number  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  Borough. 

The  following  table  (the  figures  for  which  have  been  obtained  from 
the  Borough  Engineer  and  the  Borough  Architect)  affords  information 
respecting  the  number  of  new  houses  erected  since  1946  : — 


Houses  Built 


Tear  ending 
diet  December 

By  Cor- 

poration 
to  Rent 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

Taken 

Off 

Rates 

Nett  In- 
crease or 
Decrease 

1946  

212 

22 

234 



234 

1947  

490 

1 

491 

7 

484 

1948  

713 

20 

733 

7 

726 

1949  

324 

7 

331 

4 

327 

1950  

178 

52 

230 

4 

226 

1951  

138 

46 

184 

8 

176 

1952  

286 

61 

347 

6 

341 

1953  

388 

50 

438 

11 

427 

1954  

427 

55 

482 

10 

472 

1955  

526* 

95* 

621 

6 

615 

1956  

408 

118 

526 

6 

520 

1957  

619 

108 

727 

7 

720 

TOTALS 

4,709 

635 

5,344 

76 

5,208 

*Includes  187  and  41  from  added  area. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  During  the  Year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  1,180 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  15,999 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  (a)  above)  wbich  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  ...  412 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  412 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  29 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  672 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

3.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year:  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  the  remedied  538 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  ^ 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  470 

By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  63 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — - 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

{d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12,  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Section  10,  Local  Government 
(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  1953:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  cletermined,  the  dwelling-houses 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(/)  Proceedings  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1967  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  the 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling  house 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936  (Part  VI) — Overcrowding 
(Appointed  Day — 1st  July,  1937)  : — 

Since  31st  December,  1939,  it  has  been  impracticable  to  keep 
records  of  all  new  cases  of  overcrowding  and  the  number  of  cases  of  over- 
crowding that  have  been  relieved.  The  only  official  figure  that  can  be 
given  is  that  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year, 
i.e.  36.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a further  survey  is  required  in  regard  to 
overcrowding,  and  new  or  amended  legislation  introduced  for  this 
purpose. 

Eradication  of  Bugs 

The  following  particulars  show  the  action  taken  during  the  year  for 
the  eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  : — 

1.  [a]  Number  of  Council  Houses:  — 

(i)  Found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  Disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(fe)  Number  of  Other  Houses:  — 

(i)  Found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  365 

(ii)  Number  disinfested  by  the  Department  ...  ...  366 
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(iii)  Number  of  houses  disinfested  by  the  Occupiers  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Department  (and  with  materials 
supplied  by  the  Department)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Methods  Employed  for  Freeing  Infested  Houses 
From  Bed  Bugs  : — 

(i)  By  Burning  Sulphur. 

(ii)  By  Burning  Sulphur  and  Spraying  with  Liquid  Insecticides, 

(iii)  By  Spraying  with  Liquid  Insecticides.  Insecticide  used  : 

‘‘  Killgercide.” 

3.  Method  Employed  for  Ensuring  that  the  Belongings  of  Tenants 
ARE  Free  From  Vermin  Before  Removal  to  Council  Houses:  — 

The  furniture  and  effects  of  prospective  tenants  are  inspected 
before  tenants  occupy  Council  Houses  or  Bungalows.  Where 
necessary  disinfestation  is  carried  out  before  removal. 

4.  Whether  the  Work  of  Disinfestation,  is  Carried  Out  by  the 
Local  xVuthority  or  by  a Contractor  : — 

By  the  Local  Authority. 

5.  The  Measures  Taken  by  way  of  Supervision  or  Education  of 
Tenants  to  Prevent  Infestation  or  Re-Infestation  After 
Cleansing  : — 

In  all  instances  where  houses  are  found  to  be  verminous,  advice 
is  given  to  the  tenants  as  to  the  best  means  of  preventing  re- 
infestation, and  re-visits  are  made  by  Inspectors  when  thought 
necessary. 

Further  references  to  House  Inspection  and  insanitary  property, 
with  figures  and  comparisons  with  previous  years,  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Report. 

Excrement  Disposal 

(i)  The  provision  of  the  sewerage  system  of  Ringland  Top  Housing 
Estate  has  been  extended  during  the  past  year  to  keep  pace 
with  the  Housing  Development. 

(ii)  Application  has  been  made  for  a financial  loan  to  defray  part 
of  the  expenses  to  be  incurred  in  abandoning  4 small  septic  tanks 
and  two  cesspits  in  the  Woodlands  area  at  Malpas,  and 
connecting  the  drainage  to  the  main  sewers. 

(iii)  A small  sewage  pumping  station  has  been  built  by  the  owners 
of  the  Woodlands  Housing  Estate  at  Malpas  to  pump  sewage 
into  the  public  sewers  on  the  Malpas  Corporation  Housing 
Estate.  This  pumping  station  is  to  be  taken  over  ana 
maintained  by  the  Corporation. 

(iv)  Two  private  Housing  Sites  are  being  developed  in  Nash  Road 
area  and  sewers  connecting  to  the  main  sewerage  system  have 
been  provided,  together  in  one  instance  with  a storage  tank  to 
retain  the  sewage  during  the  period  of  high  tides. 

Refuse  Collection,  Disposal  and  Street  Cleansing 

Refuse  collection  has  been  further  expanded  due  to  housing  develop- 
ments. Tipping  to  final  levels  continues  at  the  Glebelands  Tip  and  has 
been  almost  completed  at  Maesglas  Tip. 
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The  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 


Part  I of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(Including  Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  

35 

67 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

427 

815 

10 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

12 

20 

TOTAL  

474 

902 

10 

— 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Numbe 

r of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1) 

3 

2 

- 

3 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

(S.3)  





— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4)... 



— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient  

2 

1 

— 

13 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

13 

5 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re- 

lating  to  Out-work) 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

18 

8 

— 

18 

— 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork  (Section  110  and  111) 

The  number  of  outworkers  shown  in  the  August  lists  was  18  (wearing 
apparel  14,  curtains  and  furniture  hangings  2 and  stuffed  toys  2).  In  no 
instance  was  work  carried  out  in  unwholesome  premises. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  serve  notices  for  contravention  of  the  pro- 
visions of  these  sections  of  the  Act. 

Registered  Premises  and  Infectious  Diseases 

No  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  occurred  on  registered 
premises  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  inspections  and  visits  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the  Health  Visitors  during  1957.  To 
Registered  Premises  (other  than  Food  Premises),  2,467 ; re  Meat,  Food, 
etc.,  8,084;  Infectious  Diseases,  6,671;  Birth  Enquiries,  etc.,  20,224; 
Private  Houses,  etc.,  27,864;  making  a grand  total  of  65,310. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  B.  CLARK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957. 

During  the  year  under  review  2,661  complaints  were  received  and 
dealt  with  by  your  officers.  The  nature  of  these  complaints  in  general 
related  to  defective  drains  and  sewers,  housing  defects,  offensive  odours, 
rats  and  mice  infestation,  the  sale  of  unsound  food,  nuisance  due  to 
atmospheric  pollution,  and  the  existence  of  filthy  accumulations. 

Following  the  investigation  into  these  complaints,  it  became 
necessary  to  deal  with  them  by  the  service  of  Informal  and  Statutory 
Notices  and,  in  this  connection  1,075  Notices  were  served  during  the  year. 
In  addition  to  the  serving  of  Notices,  a large  number  of  letters  were 
sent  to  persons  who  hold  positions  of  responsibility,  asking  them  to 
co-operate  with  the  Local  Authority  in  its  endeavours  to  remove  the 
causes  which  gave  rise  to  complaints  and  distress  to  the  inhabitants  of 
our  town.  One  major  complaint,  which  affected  a large  number  of 
residents  in  the  town,  was  the  emission  of  grit  from  an  industrial  under- 
taking. A more  detailed  report  of  this  complaint  is  given  under  the 
heading  of  “Atmospheric  Pollution  ” on  page  78. 

The  year  under  review  will  also  be  noted  for  new  legislation,  dealing 
with  the  decontrol  of  houses,  which  were  assessed  at  a rental  laid  down 
by  the  new  Act;  also  the  means  whereby  owners  of  dwelling  house 
property  were  given  the  right  within  certain  limits  to  increase  their 
rents.  Details  of  the  work  done  in  this  connection  will  be  found  on  page 
78  under  the  title  of  “ The  Rent  Act,  1957.” 

The  total  number  of  visits,  including  re-visits,  which  were  made 
by  your  officers  during  the  year  was  38,415. 

649  houses  were  repaired  as  a result  of  representations  made  by  this 
Department  and  of  this  number  63  houses  were  repaired  by  the 
Corporation.  Many  owners  entered  into  agreements  with  the  Corporation 
whereby  the  work  required  by  a Statutory  Notice  would  be  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  your  officers  — the  owners  repaying  the  cost 
thereof  to  the  Corporation  upon  completion  of  the  work.  In  many 
instances  the  mode  of  repayment  was  by  way  of  monthly  instalments. 
Although  it  is  not  the  normal  practice  for  Public  Health  Inspectors  to 
prepare  Bills  of  Quantities  such  work  is  carried  out  by  your  officers  where 
the  Council  execute  work  either  in  default,  or  at  the  request  of  owners. 
The  Bills  of  Quantities  are  then  sent  to  local  contractors  who  are  invited 
to  tender  for  the  work. 

Among  other  items  of  repair  and  reconstruction  included  in  the  table 
following  this  page  it  will  be  seen  that  the  roofs  of  396  houses  have  been 
repaired  or  renewed  and  that  in  378  houses  damp-proof  courses  have  been 
inserted  in  damp  walls. 

Housing  Act,  1957,  and  Rent  Act,  1957 

On  the  1st  day  of  September,  the  Housing  Act  of  1957  came  into 
operation  and  some  sections  of  the  Act  of  1936  were  repealed.  By  Section 
4 of  this  Act  the  standard  of  fitness,  as  laid  down  by  Section  9 of  the 
Repairs  and  Rent  Act  of  1954  was  re-enacted  and  the  survey  and 
inspection  of  old  property  was  carried  out  in  accordance  with  this 
standard. 


During  the  year  progress  was  made  in  connectiou  with  the  Slum 
Clearance  Survey  of  1954/5.  On  the  9th  December,  1957,  the  Minister 
confirmed  the  Fairoak  Avenue  Clearance  Order,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  occupiers  of  these  houses  will  be  rehoused  during  the  coming 
year.  As  a matter  of  interest  these  houses  are  between  90  - 100  year  old. 

Shaftesbury  Street — Clearance  Areas 

Several  families  living  in  these  areas  were  rehoused  during  the  year, 
and  during  the  year  1958,  the  whole  of  these  houses  might  become 
vacant.  If  so,  then  a major  part  of  the  1955  Clearance  programme  will 
have  been  fulfilled. 

The  houses  in  Merriott’s  Place,  Numbers  1 to  6,  were  also  vacated 
during  the  year,  but  were  not  demolished,  the  owner  having  made  a 
request  for  their  retention  in  order  that  they  may  be  occupied  for  use 
other  than  that  of  human  habition.  This  request  was  granted. 

Granville  Square 

Properties  which  were  included  in  the  1955  Survey  were  dealt  with 
by  way  of  Individual  Unfitness  procedure  instead  of  by  Clearance  Order. 
The  reason  for  this  change  of  procedure  was  due  to  the  fact  that  houses 
which  were  fit  for  habitation  were  sandwiched  between  some  found  to  be 
unfit.  By  adopting  this  method,  some  of  these  unfit  houses  will,  in 
all  probability,  be  made  fit  again  and  the  Square  will  continue  to  serve 
those  families  in  occupation  for  several  years  to  come. 

Individual  properties  were  dealt  with  as  follows : — 

Six  Demolition  Orders  and  fourteen  Closing  Orders  were  proposed 
during  the  year.  Of  these  eighteen  became  operative  and  twenty 
families  were  rehoused  by  the  Housing  Committee. 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  6th  July,  1957,  and,  in 
consequence,  the  Repairs  and  Rent  Act  of  1954  and  other  Acts  govering 
Rent  control  were  replaced  or  amended. 

The  full  effects  which  will  arise  from  the  operating  of  this  Act 
will  not  be  known  until  the  latter  part  of  1958,  when  the  decontrol  of 
houses  with  an  assessment  in  excess  of  £39  will  come  into  operation. 

Ninety-eight  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received 
and  fifty  were  granted,  during  the  few  months  of  the  year  the  Act  was  in 
operation.  Four  were  refused  and  44  Undertakings  were  given  by  the 
owners  of  the  properties  concerned. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

Information  was  received  each  month  from  the  Department  of 
Scientific  Research  giving  the  combined  results  of  samples  of  pollution 
which  had  been  collected  from  the  seven  stations  in  the  Borough.  One 
of  these  stations  is  operated  by  the  Central  Electricity  Authority ; four 
are  operated  by  Monsanto  Chemicals  Limited  and  two  are  operated  by' 
your  own  Authority.  Results  of  analyses  are  interchanged  between  these 
bodies  and  comparison  between  the  areas  bounded  by  these  stations  gives 
a more  detailed  picture  of  the  degree  of  ])ollution  in  certain  parts  of  the 
Borough.  The  setting  up  of  further  stations  will  enable  the  Council  to 
assess  the  degree  of  pollution  of  the  whole  town,  and  I trust  that  these 
will  be  ])rovided. 


Nuleanees  Abated  and  Sanitary  Defects  Remedied 
eto. 

I Totals 

Private 
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Lodging 
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Butchers 

1 Cooked 

1 Meat 
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Fruit 
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ja 

1 Restau- 

rants and 
[Kitchens 

Exterior. 

Chimney  stacks  rebuilt  or  repaired 

Roofs  repaired  or  reinewed 

Rainwater  pipes  & eaves  g’utters  renewed  or  repairec 
Wails — Rebuilt  or  repaired 

Rendered  for  the  prevention  of  dampness  .. 
External  plastering  repaired 

Damp  proof  courses  inserted 

Outbuildings  repaired 

Obstructive  Outbuildings  demolished 

Yards,  passages,  etc.  paved  or  repaired 

Interior. 

Doors  and  frame,  renewed  oi  repaired 

Floors  renewed  or  repaired 

Floors  ventilated 

Grates  or  ovens  renewed  or  repaired  ... 

Internal  plastering  (walls)  repaired  or  replastered,. 
Internal  plastering  (ceilings)  repaired  or  replasterec 
Larders  provided 

Larders  improved  or  repaired 

Lighting  or  ventilation  of  rooms  improved 
Limewashing  carried  out 

Rooms,  passages,  etc.  cl’nsed  & repap'd  or  dist'mp’c 
Staircases  repaired 

W'indows  and  framer  renewed  or  repaired 

Window  cords  re>newed 

Washing  boilers  provided  or  repaired  ... 
Washhouses  provided  o*-  improved 

Drainage. 

New  drains  constructed 

Drains  cleansed  .. 

Drains  reconstructed  ...  ..  ]] 

Drains  repaired 

Drains  tested — Water  .. 

Smoke 

Chemical 

Gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ... 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired 
Intercepting  traps  provided  or  repaired  ... 

Lavatory  basins  or  bath  waste  pipes  trapped  or  rep'd 
Rainwater  pipes  disconnected  from  drains 

Soil  pipes  or  ventilating  shafts  fixed  or  repaired  ... 
oink  troughs  provided 

Sink  troughs  trapped  or  waste  pipes  repaired 

Water  Ciosete. 

Additional  water  closets  provided 

Intervening  ventilated)  spaces  provided  ... 

Water  closet  buildings  repaired 

Seats,  doors  renewed  or  repaired 

Lighting  and  ventilation  of  W.C.  improved 

Water  closets  reconstructed 

Water  closet  pans  cleansed 

New  W.C.  pans  and  traps  fixed 

Flushing  apparatus  provided 

Flashing  apparatus  repaired 

Miscellaneous  Repairs  A Nuisances  Abated. 

Accumulatioins  removed 

Ashbins  provided 

Animals,  nuisances  from,  abated 

Manure  receptacles  provided 

Overcrowding  abated 

Storage  accommodation  provided  or  improved 

Water  supply  provided 

Water  taps  or  pipes  repaired 

Other  repairs  and  nuisances  abated 

TOTALS 
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48 
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306 

51 

69 

4 

378 

7 

J 

96 

60 

98 

10 

90 

612 

137 
2 

14 

3 

3 

7 

224 

604 

3 

88 

3 

45 

138 

15 

9 

16 
24 
43 

67 

28 

ii 

47 

33 

39 

10 

1 

20 

31 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

"i 

I 

E 

1 

f .... 

1 

\ i 

t .... 

i:::: 

h 

r: 

t- 

1... 

E 

1 

1 

'2 

1 

1 

.... 

“2 

' i 

2 

i 

"i 

2 

i 

"i 

"i 

3795 

3765 

14 

12 

5 

3 

.... 

2 

1 

2 


3 


I Other 
{Premises 


79 


During  the  year  a survey  of  industrial  premises  was  commenced 
to  ascertain  the  types  of  boiler  plant,  furnaces  and  fuel  in  use.  When 
the  survey  has  been  completed,  the  extent  of  the  industrial  atmospheric 
pollution  problem  in  Newport  will  be  known  and  also  the  action  it  will 
be  necessary  for  some  firms  to  take  in  order  to  be  in  a position  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

Conversion  from  solid  fuel  to  oil  firing  has  already  been  carried 
out  in  a number  of  factories  and  is  being  contemplated  in  others. 

One  old  established  industry  in  the  Borough  dispensed  with  hand 
firing  during  the  year  and  installed  mechanical  stokers  and  coal  handling 
plant  together  with  modern  inf5trumentation.  Unfortunately,  however, 
this  industry  is  continuing  to  give  rise  to  a grit  nuisance.  The  manage- 
ment are  readily  co-operating  with  this  department  in  an  endeavour 
to  minimise  the  nuisance. 

It  was  not  possible  to  proceed  during  the  year  with  the  survey  in 
connection  with  a proposed  Smoke  Control  Area,  but  it  is  hoped  to  do 
so  during  1958. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  will  bring  about  over  the  years  a very 
considerable  reduction  in  the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  but  tlie  absence 
of  adequate  legislation  to  deal  with  the  increasing  pollution  from 
sulphur  dioxide  and  other  gaseous  discharges  is  a matter  for  public 
concern. 

Reference  to  Atmospheric  Pollution  is  also  to  be  found  on  page  57 
from  the  report  of  Dr.  G.  V.  James,  Public  Analyst. 

Supervision  of  Corporation  Houses 

All  dwelling  houses  on  the  Housing  Estates  are  inspected 
systematically  by  two  Lay  Inspectors.  Primarily  the  inspections  are 
concerned  with  the  maintenance  of  general  cleanliness  by  the  tenants  and 
the  detection  and  eradication  of  vermin.  During  the  3mar  9,139  visits 
were  made  and  generally  the  standard  of  cleanliness  was  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  However,  there  were  occasions  when  it  was  necessary  to 
give  verbal  notice  to  those  tenants  of  houses  where  conditions  were  not 
up  to  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  and  improvement  followed. 

With  regard  to  the  control  and  elimination  of  infestation  in  Council 
Dwelling  Houses,  the  practice  of  inspecting  the  furniture  and  effects  of 
prospective  tenants  is  being  continued  and  in  those  cases  where 
disinfestation  is  necessary  it  is  carried  out  before  removal.  Furthermore, 
the  interiors  of  new  houses  and  bungalows  are  sprayed  with  a liquid 
insecticide,  containing  D.D.T.,  before  they  are  occupied — this  precaution 
being  taken  so  that  any  vermin  which  may  be  introduced  upon  occupation 
will  be  destroyed  after  coming  into  contact  with  a surface  so  treated. 

Defects  which  are  noticed  by  the  Lay  Inspectors  during  routine 
inspections  are  referred  to  and  dealt  with  by  your  Inspectors  as  matters 
which  fall  within  their  province.  As  a result  of  the  close  liaison  between 
this  Department  and  the  Housing  Department,  an  appreciable  amount 
of  repairs  has  been  carried  out  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  the 
remedying  of  defects. 
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Seamen’s  Licenced  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  4 Seamen’s  Licensed  Lodging  Houses  on  the  register 
with  a total  accommodation  for  73  seamen.  46  visits  were  made  to  these 
premises. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  3 within  the  Borough,  with  accommodation  for  103 
lodgers.  24  visits  were  made  during  the  year  and  the  houses  were  found 
to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuees  Act,  1926 

There  are  two  manufacturers  of  feeding  stuffs  and  fertilisers  in  the 
Borough.  During  the  year  24  samples  (8  formal  and  16  informal)  were 
obtained,  wholesale  and  retail,  and  submitted  for  analysis.  13  of  the 
samples  were  fertilisers  and  11  were  of  feeding  stuffs.  These  samples  were 
satisfactory  in  every  way. 

The  taking  of  formal  samples  of  large  quantities  of  bulk  or  bagged 
materials  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  involves  a considerable 
amount  of  work.  The  registers,  statutory  statements  and  other  records 
kept  by  manufacturers  and  others  were  examined  and  found  to  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Regulations,  1951 

The  Regulations  prescribe,  inter  alia,  standards  of  cleaniness  for 
each  of  more  than  20  different  materials  to  which  the  Act  applies.  2 
samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  examination,  both  of  which  proved 
to  be  satisfactory. 


Rodent  Control 

The  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  was  carried  out  during  the  year, 
in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
memorandum.  From  the  number  of  complaints  received  by  the 
department,  it  would  appear  that  the  method  of  control  is  yielding  good 
results. 

As  I pointed  out  in  last  year’s  report,  manholes  situated  in  the  main 
highways  are  better  dealt  with  when  traffic  is  at  its  lowest,  and  the  few 
hours  which  are  devoted  to  baiting  these  on  Sunday  mornings  and  the 
afternoons  of  early  closing  days  makes  for  a more  efficient  treatment 
and  certainly  better  results. 

Complaints  of  rats  or  mice  infestation  on  all  premises  were  full) 
investigated  during  the  year,  and  where  appropriate,  the  drainage  system 
was  tested  and  in  many  cases  yielded  positive  results. 

The  poison  “ Warfarin  ” is  being  used  on  a larger  scale  than  here- 
tofore and  is  proving  very  effective.  It  is  a blood  anti-coagulant,  which 
induces  fatal  naemorrhage  in  rodents. 


81 


PARTICULARS  OF  WORK  DONE  DURING  THE  YEAR  TO  SURFACE  PREMISES 


Dwelling 

Business 

L.A. 

Houses 

Premises 

Premises 

Total 

No.  of  Inspections  

2,428 

1,090 

402 

3,920 

No.  of  Drains  tested  

1 16 

7 

8 

131 

No.  of  Drains  defective 

74 

4 

9 

87 

No.  of  Traps  set 

— 

90 

— 

90 

No.  of  Dead  Rats  found 

94 

190 

102 

305 

No.  of  Dead  Mice  found 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Surface  infestation  is  very  closely  linked  witk  tke  rat  population  in 
tlie  sewers  and  for  this  reason  maintenance  treatments  of  the  whole  of 


the  town’s  sewer  system  were  continued  during  the  year. 

Number  of  man-holes  baited  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,134 

Number  of  man-holes  showing  pre-bait  take  ...  20 

Numbers  of  man-holes  showing  complete  pre-bait  take  Nil 
Number  of  man-holes  test-baited  ...  ...  ...  67 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933 


Part  II  of  this  Act  is  administered  by  the  department  and  105 
licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  periodical  inspections  were  made  to  ensure  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  were  observed. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

The  Shops  Act,  1950,  is  an  Act  which,  inter  alia,  makes  provision 
for  the  health  and  comfort  of  workers  in  wholesale  and  retail  shops  and 
warehouses.  During  the  year  588  inspections  were  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act. 

Camping  Sites — Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  Newport  Corporation 
Act,  1954. 

During  the  year  the  three  licensed  caravan  sites  within  this  Borough 
were  constantly  kept  under  the  vigilant  supervision  of  your  officers.  As 
a result,  statutory  nuisances  did  not  arise,  and  there  is  every  indication 
that  this  position  will  continue. 

However,  the  siting  of  caravans  on  unlicensed  areas  continues  from 
year  to  year,  and  complaints  of  their  presence  were  received  by  this 
department  from  residents  in  the  neighbourhood.  Steps  were  taken  to 
deal  with  these  complaints,  in  accordance  with  the  law. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  three  persons  for  stationing 
and  using  caravans  on  an  unlicensed  site  without  being  in  possession  of 
a licence  authorising  them  to  do  so.  Fines  were  imposed  in  all  these 
three  cases. 
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Kegulation  of  the  Conditions  in  Offices 

(Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  43  to  46  and  91  and  92) 

Inspections  of  Offices  are  made  with  a view  to  ascertaining  the  con- 
ditions and  the  need  for  improvements,  and  as  a result  of  representations 
made  by  the  Department  improvements  have  been  secured. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation  Work 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year : — 


General 

T.B. 

Vermin 

Total 

Premises  Treated 

786 

25 

365 

1,176 

Rooms  Treated 

^,77b 

43 

669 

4,487 

Articles  Treated 

2,921 

507 

6,032 

9,460 

Articles  Destroyed 

58 

"r 

i 

51 

116 

Stables 

The  number  of  visits  to  stables  were  5.  Verbal  Notices  were  given 
for  slight  infringements  of  the  Bye-laws,  but  no  serious  nuisances  were 
discovered. 

Amusement  Places 

27  visits  have  been  paid  to  music  halls  and  cinemas,  etc.,  in  con- 
nection with  the  ventilation  and  sanitary  accommodation  of  these 
premises,  and,  where  necessary,  improvements  have  been  effected  upon 
notice  being  given  to  the  management. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
AND 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1956 
FOOD  INSPECTION 

During  the  year  8,084  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  by  your 
officers  and  the  conditions  under  which  food  was  prepared,  stored  and 
exposed  for  sale  were  observed. 

The  reports  clearly  indicate  that  the  majority  of  those  who  are 
engaged  in  this  very  important  trade  have  endeavoured  to  achieve  a 
good  standard  of  hygiene,  in  the  interests  of  the  public  and  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  law  operating  at  the  moment. 

In  my  report  of  1956  I drew  attention  to  a difference  of  opinion 
between  a large  multiple  firm  of  food  traders  and  the  local  authority 
on  the  interpretation  of  the  regulation  which  reads  as  follows ; — 

“ A person  who  engages  in  the  handling  of  food  shall  while  so  engaged 
take  all  such  steps  as  may  be  reasonably  necessary  to  protect  the 
food  from  risk  of  contamination  and  in  particular  (without  prejudice 
to  the  generality  of  the  foregoing) — 

(«)  shall  not  so  place  the  food,  or  permit  it  to  be  so  placed,  as  to  involve 
any  risk  of  contamination.” 

This  difference  of  opinion  was  not  confined  to  Newport  only,  but  had 
repercussions  also  in  other  County  Boroughs.  The  matter  was  brought 
to  a head  when  the  case  of  “ Mac  fisheries  ( IVhoifesale  avd  Retail)  Limited 
V.  The  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Citizens  of  the  City  of  Coventry  ” 
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was  heard  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  and  Justices  Donovan  and 
Havers,  Queen’s  Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court  on  Friday,  the  18th 
October,  1957.  The  decision  given  in  this  case  (and,  incidentally,  this 
was  the  first  to  be  heard  in  the  High  Court  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations)  will  make  the  work  of  inspection  by  your  officers  more 
difficult  in  carrying  out  observations,  if  they  are  to  succeed  in  proving 
infringement  of  the  law  where  contamination  of  food  is  likely  to  occur. 

The  interests  of  the  public  in  food  hygiene  is  still  keen.  During  the 
year  purchasers  of  food  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  department  various 
items  of  foodstuffs,  which  they  felt  had  been  contaminated,  and  these 
complaints  were  fully  investigated  and  dealt  with  according  to  the  law 
relating  to  unsound  food  and  other  circumstances.  I am  sure  that 
members  of  the  public  will  continue  to  show  interest  in  this  vital  and 
important  branch  of  public  health  work. 

During  the  year,  several  requests  for  advice  were  received  from 
various  food  trading  organisations  regarding  the  new  regulations. 

Ne'wport  Corpor.'VTion  (General  Powers)  Act,  1934,  Section  33 

96  premises  are  registered  under  the  provisions  of  this  section, 
namely : — 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Premises  used  for  the  prepartion  or  manufacture 
of  Sausages,  Pressed  Meat,  Pickled  Meat, 

Preserved  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Food  Premises  in  the  Borough 

The  number  of  food  premises  included  in  the  register  maintained  by 
the  department  is  1,745  namely:  — 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

Cooked  Meat  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Fish  and  Fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  198 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  320 

Provision  Shops  and  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  460 

Restaurants  and  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  428 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits,  re-visits  and  notices 
served  in  connection  with  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  the  handling, 
storing  and  preparation  of  food. 

The  provision  of  suitable  receptacles  for  the  storage  of  refuse  lias 
received  close  attention. 

Admirable  though  this  may  be,  the  fact  should  be  kept  in  mind  that 
much  of  the  good  in  this  connection  is  nullified  when,  as  often  happens, 
the  occupiers  of  adjoining  houses  store  domestic  refuse  in  all  kinds  of 
decrepit  receptacles,  a practice  which  can  only  retard  the  attainment  of 
a reasonable  standard  of  environmental  sanitation. 
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Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Re- 

visits 

Informal 

Notices 

Served 

Formal 

Notices 

Served 

Dairies,  Milkshops,  Milk 
Distributors 

451 

6 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

335 

24 

1 

5 

Butchers’  Premises 

1156 

408 

— 

16 

Cattle  Market  ... 

2 

73 

— 

— 

Cold  Stores 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Cooked  Meat  Shops 

105 

4 

— 

— 

Fish  and  Fruit  Premises 

346 

90 

— 

15 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

254 

10 

— 

4 

Food  vehicles  & Mea.t  in 
I’ransit 

41 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises  & Barrows 

168 

22 

— 

— 

Provision  Market 

73 

9 

— 

— 

Provision  Shops  and  Stores  . . . 

1276 

418 

— 

84 

Restaurants  and  Kitchens 

534 

71 

— 

11 

Slaughterhouses  (Public) 

382 

558 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses  (Private) 

328 

405 

— 

— 

Other  Food  Stores 

411 

25 

— 

21 

Railway  Stations  re  Food 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Merchandise  Marks  Act 

28 

— 

— 

— 

Works  & School  Canteens 

44 

10 

— 

— 

5,946 

2,138 

1 

156 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926 

This  Act  provides  for  the  markings  of  certain  imported  foodstuffs  in 
order  that  the  public  may  know  whether  they  are  buying  “ Foreign,” 
” Empire,”  or  ” English  ” produce. 

The  attention  of  all  greengrocers,  grocers,  fishmongers,  and  others 
concerned,  is  directed  to  the  requirements  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
relating  to  the  marking  of  imported  Fresh  Apples,  Raw  Tomatoes,  Eggs 
in  Shell,  Dried  Eggs,  Currants,  Sultanas,  Raisins,  Oat  Products,  Honey, 
Frozen  or  Chilled  Salmon,  Butter,  Dead  Poultry,  and  Bacon  and  Ham. 
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Meat  Inspection  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse 

43,872  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year,  particulars  of 
which  are  given  on  page  86.  The  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  the  number  of  entire  carcases  condemned  and 
the  reason  therefor  will  he  seen  on  page  87. 

The  inspection  of  meat  at  the  slaughterhouse  was  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  acting 
jointly  with  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  which  are  set  out  in  Memo 
3 /Meat.  The  application  of  these  principles  ensures  that  every  carcase 
is  inspected  thoroughly  including  the  associated  organs,  and  where  found 
to  be  diseased  or  affected  by  parasitic  conditions  are  detained  and 
ultimately  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


It  will  be  readily  appreciated,  that  this  branch  of  food  inspection 
is  an  exacting  one,  for  the  simple  reason  that  hundreds  of  incisions  have 
to  be  made  during  each  day’s  kill,  some  of  which  are  deep  seated.  Care, 
therefore,  has  to  be  exercised  in  carrying  out  these  post  mortem  exam- 
inations which  are  necessary  for  the  detection  of  the  various  diseases, 
whilst  at  the  same  time  mutilation  of  the  carcase  and  ofial  must  be 
avoided.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  your  officers  W'ho  are  qualified  in 
meat  and  foods  inspection. 


In  addition  to  the  inspection  of  meat  which  has  been  explained,  I 
would  point  out  the  additional  duty  which  is  undertaken  by  your  officers 
namely,  that  of  seeing  that  the  provisions  of  The  Slaughtering  of 
Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  (No.  2)  Regulations,  1954,  are  observed 
by  all  parties  engaged  in  this  field  of  activity. 


Plans  for  improving  conditions,  as  envisaged  by  The  Government 
White  Paper  entitled  “ Slaughterhouses — Recommended  minimum 
standards  for  the  construction,  lay-out  and  equipment  of  slaughterhouses 
in  England  and  Wales  for  the  purpose  of  securing  humane  slaughter 
and  hygienic  conditions,”  were  commenced  during  the  end  of  the  year  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  these  will  be  well  advanced  before  the  end  of  1958. 
In  the  event  of  the  scheme  being  adopted,  meat  from  the  Abattoir  will 
definitely  he  produced  under  more  hygienic  conditions,  and  this  is  long 
overdue. 


Transport  of  Meat 

The  transport  and  carrying  of  meat  were  kept  under  observation  by 
your  officers  during  the  year  and  it  was  found  in  general  tliat  the 
conditions  laid  down  by  regulations  were,  on  the  whole,  observed  by 
those  traders  engaged  in  the  business.  However,  in  a few  instances, 
carriers  were  approached  and  advised  that  a better  standard  of  hygiene 
could  be  adopted  particularly  in  regard  to  the  appearance  of  tlie  apparel 
worn  during  the  carrying  of  meat  from  the  veliicles  to  butchers’ 
premises. 

In  this  respect,  I would  like  to  make  some  comment.  Regulation  30 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  lays  down  that  “ Every  person  who  in 
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the  course  of  a food  business  carries  meat,  being  meat  which  is  open 
food,  otherwise  than  in  the  course  of  distribution  b}^  a retailer  to  his 
customers,  shall  while  so  engaged  wear  a clean  and  washable  overall  and, 
if  the  meat  is  liable  to  come  into  contact  with  his  neck  or  head,  a clean 
and  washable  liead  covering.” 


AVliile  carriers  endeavour  to  comply  with  this  requirement  there  is 
one  thing  that  prevents  overalls  and  head  coverings  from  retaining  a 
clean  appearance  even  when  they  have  been  in  use  for  only  a few  hours. 
The  fatty  areas  on  meat  surfaces  which  come  into  contact  with  clean 
overalls  cause  a fatty  stain  to  be  left  around  the  wearer’s  shoulders,  and 
this  stain  becomes  more  pronounced  towards  the  middle  of  the  day. 
Overalls  in  this  condition  appear  soiled  and  dirty,  whereas  the  accumu- 
lation is  due  to  the  oily  nature  of  the  siibstances  which  are  being  carried. 


To  overcome  this  tendency,  I would  suggest  that  all  carcase  meat 
should  be  enclosed  in  suitable  wrapping  material  when  loaded  at  the 
collecting  point,  preferably  the  place  of  slaughter.  This  practice  has 
been  in  operation  for  very  many  years  with  regard  to  imported  meat 
and  if  it  is  necessary  in  this  connection  I would  ask  “ why  not  with 
home  killed  meat?”  The  Ministers  should  review  this  regulation  when 
they  contemplate  introducing  amendments  to  the  present  series. 


Meat  Inspection  at  Maesglas  Bacon  Factory 

36,274  pigs  were  slaughtered  at  these  premises  during  the  year  and 
all  were  systematically  inspected  by  your  meat  and  food  inspectors.  These 
pigs  were  imported  to  the  factory  from  Pembrokeshire,  Carmarthenshire, 
Glamorganshire  and  Monmouthshire,  while  the  finished  article  in  the 
form  of  bacon  and  kindred  products  was  re-distributed  to  Newport, 
Cardiff,  Swansea,  Llanelly  and  Bristol. 


The  work  done  in  connection  with  meat  inspection  during  the  year 
is  set  out  in  detail  in  the  following  tables ; — 


(ll  Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  and  Inspected 


Description 

Public 

Abattoir 

Private 

Slaughter- 

houses 

Total 

Beasts 

4,647 



4,647 

Calves 

2,273 

— 

2,273 

Pigs 

10,113 

36,274 

46,387 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

26,839 

14 

26,853 

43,872 

36,288 

80,160 

87 


(2)  Amount  in  lbs.  Condemned  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Description 

Public 

Abattoir 

Private 

Slaughter- 

houses 

Private 

Premises 

Total 

Beef  and  Yeal  ... 

Pork 

Mutton  and  Lamb 

45,372 

5,242 

3,468 

616 

27,3891 

m 

5,163 

7171 

2111 

51,151 

33,3491 

3,6981 

54,082 

28,024 

6,0921 

88,1981 

(3)  Entire  Carcases  Condemned  and  the  Reason  for  Condemnation 


CAUSE 

Beasts 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Total 

Immaturity 

_ 

5 

5 

Septicaemia 

— 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Gieneralised  Tuberculosis 

19 

2 

11 

— 

32 

Emaciation 

4 

— 

1 

5 

10 

Peritonitis 

1 

1 

3 

— 

5 

Bruising — Extensive 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

Uraemia 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

F ever 

2 

— 

7 

7 

16 

Oedema 

3 

1 

16 

11 

31 

Pyaemia 

— 

2 

3 

1 

6 

Septic  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

8 

1 

9 

Jaundice 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Septic  Pleurisy 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Brine  Stained 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Septic  Mastitis 

1 

— 

— 



1 

Decomposition 

3 

6 

8 

17 

TOTALS  

33 

15 

63 

38 

149 

(4)  Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Goats 

Horses 

Number  killed 

4647 

2273 

26853 

46387 

— 

— 

Number  inspected 

4647 

2273 

26853 

46387 

— 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci. 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

14 

13 

38 

52 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

1324 

10 

637 

2611 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis  and  Cystic- 
erci 

28-49 

0-44 

2-37 

5-62 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

19 

2 

— 

n 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

225 

— 

— 

1375 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

4-84 

— 

— 

2-96 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refriger- 
ation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Othee  Food  Condemned 

In  addition  to  Meat  condemned  at  the  Public  and  Private  Slaughter- 
houses, the  undermentioned  foods  have  also  been  condemned  during  the 


Description 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

Premises 

Amount 
in  lbs. 

Fish 

Unsound 

Private 

191 

Shelled  Walnuts 

Infestation 

9 9 

241 

Peanuts  and  Raisins 

9 9 

48 

Desiccated  Coconut . . . 

Contamination 

9 9 

390 

Cake 

99 

9 9 

39 

Beef  Sausages 

Decomposition 

3 9 

224 

Whale  Meat 

99 

9 9 

317 

Mushrooms 

99 

9 9 

180 

Peas 

99 

9 9 

480 

Chicken 

99 

3 9 

417 

Ham 

99 

9 9 

2721 

Cheese 

99 

9 9 

575 

Tinned  Goods 

99 

9 9 

19,5781 

Various  Foods 

99 

3 9 

1,3171 

24,0531 

Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

All  meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse  is  re- 
leased to  two  contractors  for  processing,  the  previous  arrangement 
whereby  the  condemned  meat  and  offal  was  removed  to  the  Council’s 
concentrator  plant  for  conversion  into  animal  feeding  stuffs  being 
discontinued. 

No  difficulties  were  experienced  during  the  year  arising  from  the 
conveyance  of  condemned  meat  and  this  was  due,  in  my  opinion,  to  the 
system  of  disposal  which  has  been  operative  now  for  some  time. 

The  conditions  under  which  condemned  meat  is  released  is  set  out 
below : — 

1.  Two  contractors  only  are  responsible  for  the  collection  and 
disposal. 

2.  The  contractors  must  satisfy  and  continue  to  satisfy  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  that  they  are 
able  to  transport  and  dispose  of  the  condemned  meat  as  a raw  material  in 
the  best  interests  of  public  health. 

3.  The  contractors  shall  process  the  condemned  meat  on  their  own 
premises  and  shall  permit  no  re-sale  of  the  condemned  meat  in  its  un- 
processed condition. 

4.  That  the  condemned  meat  shall  be  collected  from  the  mortuary 
at  the  Slaughterhouse  within  48  hours  from  the  time  of  seizure. 

5.  The  Council  shall  in  no  way  be  responsible  for  any  payment  to 
be  made  to  the  contractors  or  for  the  acts  of  the  contractors  in  collecting 
condemned  meat. 

All  condemned  meat  is  stained  with  a green  dye  before  it  is  removed 
by  the  contractor. 
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Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Milk  Distributors 

Under  this  heading  457  inspections  were  made  to  premises  where 
milk  is  sold  or  stored.  A general  tightening  up  of  the  Regulations  has 
produced  a marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of  these  premises. 

The  number  of  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations  1949  is  27. 

The  quality  of  the  milk  sold  is  above  the  minimum  required  by  the 
Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  the  average  composition  of  the  milk  submitted 
for  analysis  being:  Fat,  3.65  per  cent.;  Solids  not  Fat,  8.69  per  cent. 
14  samples  of  milk  (13  formal,  1 informal)  did  not  conform  to  the 
standard  prescribed  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations  — ■ 10  were  of 
abnormal  composition  and  4 adulterated. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  1949/1954 

During  the  year  207  licences  were  issued  authorising  the  use  of 
special  designations  in  relation  to  milk  sold  within  the  Borough. 

The  renuirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  were  complied  with 
respecting  tlie  sampling  of  Designated  Milks,  177  samples  being  sub- 
mitted for  Bacteriological  examination. 

2 samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
Th  ese  milks  were  processed  outside  the  Borough  and  were  referred  to  the 
Authority  in  whose  area  the  milks  were  processed. 

Bakehouses 

The  number  on  the  register  was  35  within  the  Borough;  Visits  359 
during  the  year.  Nuisances  and  defects  of  a minor  nature  were  remedied 
after  Verhal  Notice  from  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  Nearly  all  these 
premises  are  of  modern  construction  and  on  the  whole  are  kept  in  good 
condition,  due  no  doubt  to  the  close  supervision  given  to  them. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

505  “ samples  ” were  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year.  In 
addition,  21  “ samples  ” were  not  submitted  for  examination  it  being 
deemed  unnecessary  to  receive  an  Analyst’s  report  thereon;  thus  the 
total  number  of  “ Samples  ” taken  during  the  year  under  the  Act  was 
526.  300  were  formal  samples  and  226  were  informal  samples. 

Full  [)articulars  are  contained  in  pages  55,  56  and  60-66. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  4 samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  the 
inoculation  tests  for  tuberculosis  (see  page  66). 

Icecream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations  1947  and  1952 

45  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  methylene  blue  test  and 
were  classified  as  follows:  — 

Grade  I Grade  II  Grade  III  Grade  IV 

23  17  2 3 

Food  Standards  (Icecream)  Order,  1953 

43  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  provisions  of  Section  34, 
of  the  Newport  Corporation  (General  Powers)  Act,  1934  is:  — 

Manufacture  and  Sales  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Sale  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  291 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  and  other  members  of  the  Staff  for  their  valuable  assistance 
and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

IV.  J.  GRIFFITHS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Table  1 


POPULATION  AND  HOUSING  STATISTICS 
RELATING  TO  THE  VARIOUS  WARDS. 


30th  JUNE, 

1957. 

Wards 

Area 

in 

Acres 

Estimated 
No.  of 
Persons 

Ascertained 
No.  of 
Houses  in 
BorO'Ugh 

Average 
No.  of 
Persons  pet 
Dwelling 
House 

Density 
(Persons 
per  Acre) 

Malpas  . . - 

817 

9315 

2910 

3-20 

11-40 

Allt-yr-yn  . . . 

940 

8643 

2426 

3-56 

9-19 

Caerau  . . . . 

267 

8837 

2267 

3-90 

33-10 

St.  Woolos  . . 

554 

8598 

2431 

3-54 

15-52 

Alexandra  . . . 

al503 

10055 

2422 

4-15 

6 69 

Central  . . . . 

258 

9509 

2159 

4-40 

36-86 

St.  Julians 

409 

7754 

2228 

3-48 

18-96 

Christcliurcli  . 

508 

7003 

2114 

3-31 

13-79 

Maindee  . . . . 

351 

8546 

2435 

3-51 

24-35 

Victoria  . . . . 

198 

8369 

2292 

3-65 

42-27 

Liswerry  . . . 

1704 

10268 

2620 

3-92 

6-03 

Alway  . . . . 

673 

7803 

2081 

3-75 

11-59 

Whole 

Borough  . . . 

a8182 

104700 

28385 

3-69 

12-80 

a Includes  533  acres  covered  by  tidal  water. 


Census  population  15th  April,  1951  = 105,285 


Table  2 


CAUSE  OE,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 


Causes  of  Death 


Deaths  in  Whole  District  at 
Subjoined  Ages 


At  all  Ages 


Rate  j 
per  loco  o 
Popul'n  H 


"’■S  « s 


deaths  of  Residents  at  all  Ages 


Ijj  Public  Institutions 


Within  Borough  I Outside  Borough 


lO 

TSCq 

u, 

'V 

lO 

'V^ 

P ^ 
>>  rt 

A73 

ia 

h-3 

< 

P 

p . 

^ s 

c . 

S J; 

^'5. 

s'i' 

P D< 

H 

o 

al 

s p 

p 

^ P 
p 

P 

P 

0( 

p 

,±1  o 

«6| 

o 

C/3 

X 

0,  w 

p,  g 

H 

1 

... 

1 

i 

i 

6 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

3 

3 

3 

i 

i 

i 

1 

] 

1 

1 

1 

i 

6 

26 

54 

12‘i 

16 

49 

17 

9 

91 

1 

2 

2 

4! 

1 

6 

1 

5 

16 

62 

6 

5 

2 

1 

13 

1 

7 

16 

3 

7 

1 

4 

15 

i 

2 

6 

1 

2 

3 

1 

7 

1 

3 

4 

7 

9 

3 

12 

4 

5 

4 

2 

2 

8 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

6 

1 

I 

2 

2 

6 

3 

1 

4 

5 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

10 

13 

4 

3 

20 

1 

2 

. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

28 

60 

297 

12 

41 

21 

2 

76 

33 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

9 

18 

145 

15 

41 

1 

9 

66 

1 

J 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

3 

5 

22 

15 

3 

4 

1 

23 

1 

6 

1 

2 

32 

1 

1 

5 

9 

15 

42 

w 

26 

10 

54 

— 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

6 

13 

31 

89 

195 

805 

4 

115 

217 

3 

81 

21 

441 

1 

2 

2 

3 

7 

9 

27 

15 

2 

7 

L 

30 

2 

2 

4 

17 

IG 

41 

6 

6 

8 

1 

21 

... 

1 ' 

Non-Residents 
(excluded  from  Table) 


2QQ 

' — Tj; 

J 2 S' 

>£30' 
- O >> 


Typhoid  & Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Small  Pox  

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping:  Coug^h  

Diphtheria  & Membranous  Croup 

Epidemic  Influenza 

Erysipelas  

Encephalitis  Lethargica  

Meningococcal  Infection 

Diarrh.  & Enteritis  (under  2 yrs 

Puerperal  Fever  

Venereal  Diseases  

Septicaemia  and  Pyaemia 

Phthisis  

Tuberculous  Meningitis  

Tub’culous  Enteritis,  PerMtis,  &c 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Other  Infective  & Parasitic  Dis’s 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

Rheumatic  Fever 
Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

Diabetes  

Bronchitis  

Broncho  Pneumonia 
Pneumonia  {all  other  forms) 
Other  Diseases  Resp.  Organs 
Gastric  or  Duodenal  Ulcer 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

Alcoholism  

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

Atelectasis  

Injury  at  Birth  

Congenital  Malformation, 

Marasmus,  &c 

Premature  Birth  

Diseases  & Accidents  of  Preg- 
nancy and  parturition  ... 

Heart  Diseases  

Arterio  Sclerosis  

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Meningitis  

Violent  Deaths  (exclud.  Suicides) 

Suicides  

Homicides  

Senility  

Other  Defined  Diseases  

Diseases  Ill-defined  or  unknown  . 


O-IO 

•086 


010 

1 

010 

1 

010 

1 

096 

10 

010 

i 

019 

2 

010 

1 

027 

212 

048 

5 

707 

74 

268 

28 

105 

11 

163 

17 

086 

9 

019 

2 

057 

6 

115 

12 

057 

6 

029 

3 

143 

15 

21(» 

22 

2 

2 

671 

384 

315 

33 

692 

177 

019 

2 

392 

41 

038 

4 

306 

32 

765 

80 

048 

5 

Causes 

Inquests  T 


I1-547 


Certified  by  Coroner  utter  Post  Mortem 


i 4 63% 


7-28% 


1209 


Uncertified 


33 

i 

7 

4 

4 


6 

1 

2 

10 

7 

1 

20 

2 

13 

1 

1 


141 


20 


2 

2 

16 

9 

1 

37 

4 

19 

18 

2 

1 

45 


Table  3 


INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  uhder  one  year  of  age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

1 Under  1 week  1 

1-2  weeks  1 

2-3  weeks 

1 3-4  weeks  1 

1 Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months  I 

1 9-12  months  1 

TOTAL 

; Certified 
Certified  by 
All  r'  J Coroner 

All  Causes-^  after  P.M. 

Uncertified 

V Inquests 

3S 

4 

1 

1 

! 1 

41 

1 

6 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

50 

6 

3 

2 

2 

1 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 Small  Pox  1 ^ « 

Chicken  Pox  a 1 

Measles  ~ .5 

Scarlet  Fever  r § 

Whooping  Cough  1 § 

Diphtheria  and  § § 

Croup 

... 

1 Other  Tuberculous 

1 

... 

1 

Meningitis  (not  T.B.)  . 

1 

Laryngitis 

*RTnTjrhitis 

1 

2 

1 

6 

1 

1 Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 
Other  Respiratory 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

(Diarrhoea 

1 Enteritis  

Gastritis  

Syphilis  

i 

3 

6 

12 

22 

5 

Other  Ven.  Diseases  ... 

Rickets  

Suffocation,  overlying  . 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis  

Congenital 

Malformation  .’ 

Premature  Birth 
Atrophy,  Debility  and 
Marasmus 

Violence  

Other  causes  

3 

6 

6 

21 

2 

3 

6 

9 

22 

"2 

1 

... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

i 

1 

TOTALS  

37 

5 

1 

1 

44 

8 

3 

1 

2 

58 

^ CALENDAR  YEAR 

Nett  Births  registered:  Legitimate,  1,592;  Illegitimate,  61;  Total,  1,653. 
Infant  Deaths,  number:  Legitimate,  55;  Illegitimate,  3;  Total,  58. 
Death  Rate:  Legitimate,  34.4;  Illegitimate,  49.2;  Total,  35.10. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  : 1,209;  Population  : 104,700. 


TABLE  4 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1957 
AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


TOTAL 

TRANSFER- 

DEATHS 
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NET  DEATHS  BELONGING 

O 

BIRTHS 

REGISTERED 

DEATHS 

TO  THE 

DISTRICT 

IN  THE 
DISTRICT 

Year 

^ M 

*a  ^*0  1- 

ftSSw 
o *J3  fl 

• 

.A  • ® 
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1 year 

Uncor- 

rected 

Net 

® 60-*^  4* 

2 fl*r 

or  age 

No. 

Rate 

to 

No. 

Kate  per 

No. 

No. 

Rate 

^ O t-  *0 

d ® 

Births 

No. 

Rate 

0-0  ® 

O 4» 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

FUe-year 

Average 

101696 

2168 

1983 

18-99 

1380 

13-18 

255 

92 

87 

43  9 

1218 

11  70 

1947-51 

Five-year 

104900 

! 

Average 

1936 

1697 

16-25 

1337 

12-74 

316 

102 

52 

30-8 

1123 

10-70 

1952-56 

1952 

105100 

2036 

1771 

16-85 

1376 

13-08 

332 

118 

61 

34-4 

1161 

11  06 

i953 

104900 

1988 

1776 

16-93 

1321 

12  49 

341 

103 

66 

31  5 

1083 

10-32 

1951 

101600 

1894 

1633 

15-61 

1357 

12-97 

306 

97 

47 

28-8 

1149 

10-98 

1955 

105000 

1804 

1554 

11-80 

133-.2 

12-69 

298 

90 

48 

30-9 

1124 

10-70 

1956 

104900 

1956 

1750 

16  68 

1299 

12-38 

306 

103 

49 

28-0 

1097 

10  46 

19S7 

104700 

1891 

1653 

13-80 

1348 

12-89 

271 

132 

S8 

35  1 

1209 

11-55 

Table  5 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 
SUMMARY  for  the  Year  ended  31st  Deeember,  1957. 
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Mai  pas 


Allt-yr-yn 


Liswerry 


Christchurch 


Alway 


Malpas 


Allt-yr-yn 

Caerau 


St.  Woolos 


Liswerry 


Christchurch 
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Admissions 
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Table  7 


SUMMARY  OF  MINOR 


SCHOOL 


Alexandra 
Alway 
Bolt  Street 
Bryns'las 
Clytha 
Criudau 
Durham  Road 
Eveswell 
Fairoak 
uaer 
Liswerry 
Maesglas 
Maiiidee 
Malpas  Church 
Malpas  Court 
Powell’s  Place 
St.  Andrew’s 
St.  David’s 
St.  John’s 
St.  Joseph’s 
St.  Julian’s 
St.  Marj-’s 
St.  Michael’s 
St.  AVoolos 
Somerton 
Tredegar  Wharf 
Belle  Vue  Secondary 
Brynglas  Secondary 
Crindau  Secondary 
Fairoak  Secondary 
Father  Hill  Secondary 
Hatherleigh  Secondary 
Holy  Family  Secondary 
Maesglas  Secondary  ... 
St.  Andrew’s  Secondary 
Stow  Hill  Secondary 
Newport  High  ... 

St.  Julian’s  High 
Technical  College 
Private  Schools 


Totals 


INFECTIOirS  DISEASES  RECORDED  DURll  G THE  YEAR,  1957. 


MEASLES 

WH 

[JOPING  COUGH 

CHICKEN 

POX 

MUMPS 

SCABIES 

Boys 

Girls 

j Infants 

i Under 
School  age 

j Above 
] School  age 

Total  No. 

; of  Cases 

O 

PQ 

! 

Infants  j 

Under 

School  age 

Above 
School  age 

Total  No. 

of  Cases  1 

1 Boys 

Girls 

Infants 

Under 

School  age 

Above 

School  age 

Total  No.  1 
of  Cases  1 

Boys  j 

1 

i 

5 

j Infants 

Under 

School  age 

Above 

School  age 

Total  No. 

of  Cases 

Boys 

Girls 

Infants 

Under 

School  age 

Above 

Srhrinl  acrfi  , 

Total  No. 

of  Cases 

1 

3 

4 

1 

20 

21 

1 

1 

1 

1 

22 

22 

1 

8 

9 

3 

2 

16 

21 

2 

2 

1 

T 

4 

6 

1 

1 

J 

1 

2 

13 

13 

3 

3 

2 

2 

5 

31 

36 

18 

18 

3 

3 

11 

1) 

E- 

4 

4 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

9 

10 

2 

1 

5 

8 

2 

14 

16 

1 

51 

52 

16 

16 

8 

12 

20 

1 

1 

) 

1 

i- 

1 

34 

35 

4 

4 

i 

5 

6 

s 

8 

1 

6 

7 

'2 

i 

21 

24 

1 

■ 

fi 

7 

1 

2 

25 

25 

1 

15 

16 

8 

2 

16 

26 

1 

5 

6 

r. 

3 

3 

1 

1 

39 

41 

7 

7 

3 

4 

7 

2 

2 

2 

2 

t- 

1 

1 

37 

39 

1. 

11 

11 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

4 

1 

1 

5 

7 

1 

13 

14 

2 

3 

18 

23 

3 

3 

68 

74 

1 

I 

5 

7 

E* 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

■ 

K- 

1 

1 

3 

12 

15 

2 

7 

9 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

10 

1C 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

3 

3 

i 

1 

. 

1 

1 

1 

r. 

1 

3 

8 

... 

1 

1 

1 

i 

2 

■i 

. 

[ 

1 

1 

•J 

... 

■3 

, 

j 

i 

i 

... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

...  j 

1 

1 

■a 

... 

1 

1 

■3 

V 

1 

1 

... 

... 

i 

606 

2 

609 

1 

202 

1 

204 

46 

1 

47 

•] 

1 

1 

2 

2 

20 

5 

354 

606 

2 

987 

15 

6 

177 

202 

1 

401 

30 

23 

160 

46 

1 

260 

2 

6 

1 

12 

4 

5 

3 

2 

14 

* 

•Includes  2 cases  of  German  Measles. 


TABLE  8 


PERCENTAGE  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  IN  THE 
BOROUGH  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL 

1897  to  1957 


1 • Total  number  of 

Infectious  DiBeases 

1 (Borough)  Cases 
treated  in  Hospitals 

SCARLET  FEVER 

TYPHOID  FEVER 

DIPHTHERIA  AND 
MEMBRANOUS  CROUP 

i 

> 

Notifica- 

tions 

Percent- 
age of 
removals 

Notifica- 

tions 

Percent- 
age of 
removals 

Notifica- 

tions 

Percent- 
age of 
removals 

Fatality 

% 

Hospital 

cases 

Fatality 
% Home 
Nursed 
cases 

0 yrs.  av. 
1897-1906 

255 

225 

720 

46 

74-8 

109 

52-5 

12-7 

25-0 

0 yrs.  av. 
L907  1916 

385 

464 

68-5 

23 

75-9 

89 

63  6 

10-0 

17-9 

0 yrs.av. 
L917-1926 

268 

266 

70-9 

10 

82  7 

96 

71-6 

5 8 

80 

0 yrs.  av. 
L927-1936 

454 

340 

80  1 

4 

87  3 

135 

82  2 

4 5 

5-4 

0 yrs.  av. 
937-1946 

383 

275 

67-0 

3 

93-5 

155 

87-6 

3-6 

1-4 

0 yrs.  av. 
1947-1956 

327 

249 

— 

4 

— 

5 

— 

- 

— 

1947 

404 

248 

72-58 

— 

- 

21 

95-24 

5-0 

- 

1948 

421 

348 

72-70 

— 

— 

18 

loo- 

— 

— 

1949 

408 

442 

73-30 

— 

— 

5 

100 

— 

— 

1950 

353 

258 

82-95 

— 

— 

7 

100- 

— 

1951 

321 

195 

77  95 

1 

100- 

2 

100 

50  0 

— 

1952 

243 

111 

83*78 

12 

100 

— 

- 

— 

- 

1953 

247 

167 

84-4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1954 

190 

96 

80-2 

21 

81-0 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1955 

371 

311 

74  3 

4 

100-0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1956 

312 

311 

64  6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1957 

169 

117 

64-1 

6 

50  0 

— 

— 

— 

* Tuberculosis  cases  excluded. 


